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TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL M   OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• The earth’s surface is 

constantly changing due 

to erosion.

• Water, wind, and ice erode the 

surface and shape the land.

• Erosion can create arches, 

hoodoos, monuments, 

canyons, and other 

interesting shapes.

Key Vocabulary

surface (p. 2)

forces (p. 2)

erosion (p. 2)

nature (p. 5)

sculptures (p. 5)

arches (p. 5)

monuments (p. 5)

canyons (p. 5)

hoodoos (p. 8)

plateau (p. 10)

erode (p. 14)

Idiomatic Expressions

clouds race overhead (p. 2)

rain bursts from the sky (p. 2)

water races across the ground (p. 2)

In 1872 the world’s first-ever 

national park, Yellowstone, was 

founded in the United States. 

Its establishment helped begin 

a worldwide conservation 

movement. In the United States 

alone, more than 400 national 

parks cover approximately 84 

million acres. According to the 

National Park Service, which was 

created to help protect these 

lands, more than 300 million 

people visited U.S. national 

parks in 2017.
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GENRE Informational Text

WHY THIS TEXT?

This text explores the natural process of erosion and explains the formation of some 

interesting landforms created over millions of years. Photos show the dramatic 

results of erosion, and a diagram shows the step-by-step formation of arches.

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About the Changing Earth erosion (n.), forces (n.), surface (n.)

Nature’s Sculptures

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ............................2

❍  Central Idea ......................................4

❍  Content-Area Words .........................6

❍  Respond & Extend .............................8

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Comprehension Quiz

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Central Idea

Content-Area Words

Genre: Informational Text
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Nature’s Sculptures 1



What is surprising about the hoodoos in Bryce Canyon? 

(Some have interesting shapes, such as those of castles 

and animals.)

Create a Visual Create a word web to describe the different 

shapes of hoodoos. Have students use the words to explain 

why visitors go to see hoodoos in Bryce Canyon.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• interesting shapes

• tall and pointed . . . short and round

• look like castles or animals

8–9

GUIDE INSTRUCTION 

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

GENERATE INTEREST 

• How does an artist create a sculpture? 

• How might nature act as a sculptor? 

BUILD VOCABULARY 

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections.

• erosion (n.), forces (n.), surface (n.)

2–5

What forces of nature can change the earth’s surface 

through erosion? (water, wind, and ice) What can these 

forces do? (move pieces of sand, rocks, and dirt)

Discuss Talk about the process of erosion. How can water 

shape the land? How can wind shape the land? Help students 

understand that erosion may create change quickly, or take 

millions of years. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• blowing wind and flowing water

• Water, wind, and ice

• wind moves sand and dirt

• water cuts small paths in the ground

English Learner Support

Multiple-meaning word: shape

Spanish cognate: erosión (erosion)

6–7

How is a rock arch formed? (Water and ice make large cracks 

in the rock. The rocks split into blocks. Wind and water make 

arches in the blocks.)

Reread Ask students to read aloud details from the diagram 

on page 7 before explaining how erosion forms a rock arch. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• water and ice . . . made the cracks grow larger . . . rocks 

split into long blocks

• Sand and rocks, carried by the wind and water, made 

holes, or small arches, in the blocks. Rainwater . . . made 

the holes larger

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: arco (arch)

Multiple-meaning words: blocks, park

Key Ideas & Details

2
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

12–13

TEXT EVIDENCE

• best known of nature’s sculptures

• more than one mile deep and 15 miles wide in places

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: Gran Cañón (Grand Canyon)

How does its size make the Grand Canyon a good 

example of nature’s sculpting power? (The huge size 

of the Grand Canyon makes it obvious that nature is very 

powerful.)

Guide Use the photo to help students get a sense of 

depth and distance of the Grand Canyon. You may wish 

to present examples of comparable distances in your 

local area.

14–15

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Erosion will change all of nature’s sculptures 

over time.

• Erosion will continue to build and shape the land in 

other places.

English Learner Support

Pronounce sculptures and arches and have 
students repeat after you. Point out that both 
words have the sound /ch/ at the beginning 
of the second syllable, even though the words’ 
spellings are quite different.

Why does the earth’s surface continue to change? 

(Erosion never stops.)

Discuss Talk with students about what happens to 

the smaller and bigger pieces of arches, hoodoos, and 

monuments as erosion continues to change them.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• rock towers rise high into the air 

• At one time, this land was high and level.

• Water cut the plateau

• Sand blowing in the wind cut more of the 

plateau away.

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■   Point to the plateau. Point to the rock tower.
  ■  ■   In the past, the land was ________. Now the 

land has ________. 
  ■  How has the land changed? 

10–11

How has erosion changed the land in Monument 

Valley? (The land was a plateau, and then erosion left tall 

rock towers.)

Guide Help students locate the phrases that indicate 

how the land has changed. (At one time and That left 

behind) Use the photograph to support students’ 

understanding of the terms plateau and rock tower.

3
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6–7

What important idea about rock arches does the 

author present? (Rock arches are formed by erosion.)

Reread Have students reread to identify details that 

help them figure out that the author’s main point is that 

erosion creates rock arches.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• water and ice in the cracks  . . .  Sand and rocks, 

carried by the wind and water

• created over 2,000 arches in this park

English Learner Support
 Explain the different meanings of over in the 
phrases over a very long time, moved over the 
blocks, and over 2,000 arches.

8–9

Which sentence tells the author’s key idea in this 

section of text? (the second sentence) How do you 

know? (All of the other information in the section describes 

where hoodoos can be seen and what they look like.)

Guide Remind students that authors often state 

important ideas in the first paragraph of a section of text 

and then follow up with supporting details. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Visitors to Bryce Canyon in Utah like to see the 

hoodoos.

• Hoodoos are rocks that have interesting shapes.

• tall and pointed . . . short and round

• look like castles or animals

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant Tabletop 

Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• the blowing wind and flowing water have changed 

the earth’s surface

• Water, wind, and ice are forces that have the power to 

shape the land.

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■   Can water change land? Can wind? Ice?
  ■  ■   Three forces that change the land  

are ________. 
  ■  How can erosion change the land?

2

What topic does the author introduce? (Erosion 

changes the earth’s surface.) What details does the 

author share to support this idea? (The author provides 

details about how the wind, ice, and water have changed 

the earth’s surface.) 

Create a Visual Remind students that a central idea is 

what a text is mostly about. Use a flow chart to capture 

the details of how erosion changes the earth’s surface. 

Include the three forces (first box), how they cause 

erosion (second box), and the result of erosion on the 

earth (third box). 

INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• What central idea does the author share?

• How do details support the central idea?

Central Idea 

4
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

12–13

What are all the sentences about? (the Grand Canyon) 

What key idea does the author present in this 

section? (The Grand Canyon was formed by erosion and is 

still changing.)

Guide Point out that the section heading states the 

topic. Help students identify details about the Grand 

Canyon that lead them to the key idea of this spread.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• A Grand Canyon (section heading)

• The forces of the river and erosion have made the 

Grand Canyon

• The flow of the Colorado River, along with wind and 

ice erosion, continue to shape it.

English Learner Support

Multiple-meaning word: grand 

14–15

What is the central idea of this book? (Erosion creates 

nature’s sculptures and continues to change them.)

Create a Visual Create a web, with the center circle 

labeled “What Erosion Does.” Prompt students to 

tell what erosion creates and changes. Write student 

responses in the outer circles of the web.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Erosion will change all of nature’s sculptures 

over time.

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■   Is this book mostly about the Grand Canyon? 

Is it about what erosion does?
  ■  ■   Erosion creates and changes ________. 
  ■  The central idea is ________.  

5
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GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant Tabletop 

Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Water, wind, and ice are forces that have the power to 

shape the land.

• They move against the earth and cause small pieces 

of sand, rocks, and dirt to break off.

English Learner Support

Students may be familiar with the word shape as 
a noun, but not as a verb. Demonstrate shaping 
something, such as a paperclip or a pipe cleaner. 
Relate shaping your chosen object to “forces . . . 
that shape the land.”

2

Which clues in the text help you know the meaning 

of erosion? (movement of small pieces of sand, rocks, and 

dirt by water, wind, and ice) What is another way to find 

the meaning of erosion? (Look in the Glossary.)

Guide Remind students that content-area words are used 

in specific subjects, such as science. As students identify 

context clues, draw attention to boldface terms. Point out 

that boldfaced words are often defined in a glossary. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• beautiful giant sculptures, or shapes  . . .  arches, 

monuments

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: escultura (sculpture)

5

Which words does the author use to show the 

meaning of sculptures? (shapes, arches, monuments)

Reread Explain that authors may provide clues in 

nearby text to explain a content-area word. Have 

students reread to identify the context clue and examples 

that help define the word sculptures. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Hoodoos are rocks that have interesting shapes.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Is a hoodoo a rock or a river? 
  ■  ■  A hoodoo is ________.
  ■   What is a hoodoo? 

8–9

Which sentence tells what hoodoos are? (the 

second sentence) How do the photos add to your 

understanding? (They show a group of hoodoos and a 

close-up of a hoodoo.)

Discuss Point out that authors sometimes define a 

challenging content-area word in the text. Why does the 

author provide extra support to explain the word hoodoo? 

What do you learn from the photo that you don’t learn from 

the text?

Content-Area Words

INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• What science words does the author use to explain the topic?

6
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• land was high and level

• It was called a plateau, and it looked flat like the top 

of a table.

English Learner Support

Simile: like the top of a table

10–11

Which details from the text help you understand 

what a plateau is? (The author describes it as land that 

was high and level and looked flat like a table.)

Create a Visual Tell students that authors may choose 

descriptive words and comparisons to familiar things to 

help readers understand content-area words. Sketch a 

table and its top. Next to it, sketch a plateau to show its 

similarities. Help students use the descriptions in the text 

to label relevant parts of the sketch.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• River has flowed through this canyon

• The forces of the river and erosion have made the 

Grand Canyon more than one mile deep and 15 miles 

wide in places.

• PHOTO CLUES

12–13

Which details help readers understand what a 

canyon is? (In the text, the author indicates that a river has 

flowed through the canyon and that the canyon is deep. The 

photo shows “deep” places that are the canyon.)

Discuss Talk about how the details in the text and the 

photo work together to give readers an understanding of 

what a canyon is.

7
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Hands-On Activity

Erosion Experiment

• As a group, pack sand 

into the bottom of a tray. 

Prop one end of the tray 

on a block so the tray is 

slanted. This represents a 

landform.

• Use your fingers to 

sprinkle water (light rain) 

on the sand. What do you 

observe?

• Now pour water on the 

sand on one spot at the 

top of the tray and let it run 

down through the sand. 

What do you observe?

• As a group, compare 

the two stages of your 

experiment. Then discuss 

how rain and moving water 

can cause erosion. 

GENERATE INTEREST

• What surprised you about what water, wind, and ice can do to the earth’s surface?

• Which of the landforms shown in the text would you like to see in person?

GUIDE INSTRUCTION 

Explain that students will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

Vocabulary & Language

Use Descriptive Words

• Look on the Internet, in 

a book, or in a magazine 

to find a photo of an 

interesting landform. 

Study it closely.

• Write a description 

of the landform. Use 

words, expressions, and 

explanations from the text 

to describe it.

Response Writing 

1. Write a paragraph about 

the book title. Use details 

from the book to explain how 

nature is like a sculptor.

2. Write a travel guide for 

a place that has landforms 

created by erosion. Explain 

why visitors will want to see 

these landforms. Include 

brief descriptions along with 

drawings or copies of photos.

Research Connection

Discover More Landforms

• Do an online search to find 

out about other landforms 

created by erosion. Some 

ideas include a cave, a 

butte, or a mesa.

• Create an information 

sheet about one landform. 

Include its name, what 

makes it special, and how 

it was formed.

• Share your report with 

the class.

Project

Make a Model

• Choose one of the 

landforms you read about. 

• Use construction paper or 

other classroom materials 

to make a model of 

the landform. 

• Display your model in the 

classroom and tell others 

how nature formed it.

Respond & Extend

8
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