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Leona’s Sneakers

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL M   OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• With encouragement from her 

friend Yvette, Leona begins to 

decorate and sell sneakers. 

• The sneakers seem to make 

people more talented. 

• Leona decorates her own 

sneakers and gets ideas for 

making hats, which makes her 

famous.

• Leona’s fame and hat-making 

leave no time for Yvette.

• When Leona’s fame ends, 

she learns how important 

friends are.

Key Vocabulary

talent (p. 5)

exclaimed (p. 8)

dreamed (p. 9)

imagined (p. 15)

fashion (p. 20)

company (p. 20)

designer (p. 21)

popular (p. 21)

invited (p. 23)

fame (p. 26)

dull (p. 26)

sobbed (p. 28)

honestly (p. 31)

forgive (p. 31)

Idiomatic Expressions

broken the world record (p. 10)

right now (p. 17)

Many people dream of becoming 

famous, but they don’t realize 

the difficulties of stardom. 

Explain that many people want 

to take photos of and talk with 

famous people, and this often 

leaves famous people with 

little privacy. It can be difficult 

for famous people to find real 

friends. Stars may wonder 

whether a person is really a 

friend or only wants to be close 

to a famous person.
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GENRE Fantasy

WHY THIS TEXT?

This story examines the importance of friendship. When Leona becomes famous for 

designing hats, her life gets so busy that she no longer has time for her best friend, 

Yvette. Realistic dialogue between the girls shows readers how Leona learns to value 

friendship more than success.

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About Friendship forgive (v.), honestly (adv.), invited (v.)

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ............................2

❍  Theme ..............................................4

❍  Character ..........................................6

❍  Respond & Extend .............................8

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 

Organizer

Comprehension Quiz

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Theme

Character
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GUIDE INSTRUCTION 

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• It’s your glitter glue, so you should use it

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Whose glitter glue is it?
   ■  ■   Yvette says it wouldn’t be  for her to 

use it.
  ■   What does Yvette say about the glitter glue? 

13–14

What happens to the last of the glitter glue? (Yvette insists 

that Leona should use it.)

Discuss Review the exchange between the girls and talk 

about the “give and take” between the friends and the 

generosity of Yvette. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• The sneakers you decorated . . . are making people more 

talented.

• It was the red glitter glue!

English Learner Support

Be sure students know what glue and glitter are. 

8–12

What does Yvette think causes people to become more 

talented? (the red glitter glue that Leona used on the sneakers)

Reread Have students read aloud details that help Yvette 

conclude that red glitter glue causes people’s talents to 

improve. Talk about why Yvette draws that conclusion. 

5–7

Why does the woman at the yard sale notice Leona’s 

sneakers? (because they are decorated with markers) What 

does the woman ask Leona to do? (to decorate her sneakers)

Guide Point out that events in a story build on each other. 

Prompt students to tell how the woman led Leona to decorate 

sneakers for other people at the yard sale.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Leona often decorated her sneakers with markers.

• Where did you get those shoes?

• I really like them . . . Will you decorate my sneakers for 

$5.00?

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: decorar (decorate)

GENERATE INTEREST 

• What stories have you read about characters who are 

good at something?

• Why is spending time together important for friendship?

BUILD VOCABULARY 

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections.

• forgive (v.), honestly (adv.),  invited (v.)

Key Ideas & Details
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

20–25

TEXT EVIDENCE

• I really want to talk to you, but I’m too busy right now

• How could you forget to call me back?

• when the girls got to Leona’s house, a long, black car 

was waiting

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: famoso (famous)

What happens to Leona and Yvette’s friendship as 

Leona starts to become famous? (Leona doesn’t have 

time to talk to or spend time with Yvette anymore.) 

Discuss Talk with students about why Yvette becomes 

upset with Leona and why friends deserve our time. How 

would you feel if you didn’t see a friend for a long time?

26–28

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Leona tried to create a new hat, but she couldn’t think 

of an idea.

• red lines looked dull, as if the glitter had rubbed away 

• wanted to talk to someone, so she called her 

best friend

English Learner Support

Multiple-meaning word: dull

Why does Leona call Yvette? (She is upset about the 

glitter glue wearing off and wants to talk to her best friend.) 

Reread Have students reread pages 26–27 and point 

out details that help explain how Leona’s fame ended and 

why she wants to talk to Yvette.

29–32

TEXT EVIDENCE

• you don’t seem to care very much about me anymore

• I am so sorry . . . I didn’t act like a friend.

• I forgive you.

Why does Leona tell Yvette she is sorry? (She realizes 

that she hasn’t been acting like a friend.) How does Yvette 

respond? (She forgives Leona.)

Create a Visual Complete a cause-and-effect T-chart. 

Ask students to tell how Leona has acted and how those 

actions make Yvette feel. Enter causes and effects in 

the chart.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• report was on TV 

• So many people called that Leona forgot all about 

calling Yvette back.

English Learner Support

Multiple-meaning word: call

15–19

Why does Leona forget to call Yvette? (Leona is 

distracted after her hats are shown on TV. Famous people 

see the hats and call her.) 

Discuss Ask student partners to find details that reveal 

the different people who call Leona about her hats. Then 

have them act out the conversations.

3
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Theme

12–14

Why does Yvette tell Leona to use the glitter glue 

on her own sneakers? (The glitter glue is Leona’s; Yvette 

thinks it will help Leona to find her talent.)

Discuss Help students to discuss why someone might 

give up something they want to help a friend.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• It wouldn’t be fair . . . it’s your glitter glue.

• You might have talent that you don’t know about yet.

English Learner Support

Multiple-meaning word: fair

TEXT EVIDENCE

• wearing the sneakers that Leona had decorated

• singing better than I have ever dreamed

• broken the world record

• beaten the world’s second-best chess player

English Learner Support

Idiom: broken the world record

8–11

What happens when Leona and Yvette watch the 

singing contest? (They see that the woman who wins is 

wearing the sneakers that Leona decorated for her.) What do 

they learn from the newspaper the next day? (Other 

people who bought the sneakers also revealed new talents.)

Reread Have volunteers read aloud details about each 

sneaker wearer’s success. Help students to see that both 

Leona and Yvette are excited by the events.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant Tabletop 

Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• All my friends are talented . . . You can act

• You’re funny, Leona, and that’s a talent.

• They’re just plain sneakers that she decorated herself.

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Are Leona and Yvette good friends?
   ■  ■   I know that Leona and Yvette are good 

friends because .
  ■   How does the author show that Leona and 

Yvette are good friends?

5–7

What do you learn about Leona and Yvette’s 

friendship in Chapter 1?  (They care for and appreciate 

each other. Leona admires Yvette’s talent. Yvette points out 

what Leona is good at.)

Guide Tell students that authors often share a theme, 

or message, with readers. Paying attention to details 

about the characters and how they change can reveal 

the author’s message. Draw attention to both girls’ 

supportive statements.

INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• What message or lesson does the author want to share with readers?

4
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Would you make a hat for me?

• So many people called that Leona forgot all about 

calling Yvette back.

15–19

How does finding her talent affect Leona’s 

friendship with Yvette? (Leona finds she has a talent for 

making hats; she gets so busy that she forgets to call Yvette.)

Create a Visual Begin a T-chart to list details about the 

girls’ friendship before and after Leona’s success.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• I really want to talk to you, but I’m too busy right now.

• Yvette was upset with Leona.

• Yvette waved as the black car drove away, but Leona 

didn’t wave back.

English Learner Support

Idiom: come over to my house

Multiple-meaning word: wave

20–25

What happens to Leona and Yvette’s friendship once 

Leona becomes world-famous? (All Leona’s time is filled 

with making hats and being famous. She doesn’t make time 

to see Yvette. Yvette is upset.) 

Guide Discuss ways that the girls’ friendship changes as 

Leona becomes more and more famous. Guide students 

to identify details that show how each girl feels about 

the change.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• wanted to talk . . . so she called her best friend

• How can you be so mean?

• don’t seem to care very much about me anymore . . . 

thought we were best friends.

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: fama (fame)

26–29

Why does Leona call Yvette when her fame ends? 

(She is sad and wants to talk to her best friend.) Why is 

Yvette upset? (Leona hasn’t talked to Yvette in so long she 

didn’t know Yvette broke her leg.)

Discuss Talk with students about why Leona doesn’t 

realize at first that she has hurt Yvette. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• being famous was fun, but friendship is better 

than fame

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■   Point to the sentence that shows what Leona 

learns about friendship.
   ■  ■   Leona learns  is better than 

.
  ■   What does Leona’s success teach her about 

friendship?

30–32

What lesson does Leona learn about friendship? 

(It might be fun to be famous, but it’s better to have a 

good friend.)

Create a Visual Have students recall the general 

sequence of events in the story and enter the events in a 

sequence chart. In particular, pay attention to changes 

in the two girls’ relationship. Use the chart to track 

the events that lead Leona to understand the value of 

friendship.
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13–14

Why does Leona think the glitter glue won’t help her 

become more talented? (She doesn’t think she has any 

talent.) How is this different from what Yvette thinks? 

(Yvette thinks Leona may find her talent.)

Create a Visual Create a Venn diagram to compare 

Leona’s and Yvette’s feelings about Leona’s talent. Add to 

the diagram as students learn more about how the girls 

are alike and different.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• it wouldn’t help me . . . I’m not talented

• might have talent that you don’t know about . . . have 

to try to find it, Leona!

TEXT EVIDENCE

• She was almost too excited to talk.

• the sneakers . . . are making people more talented 

• It was the red glitter glue!

English Learner Support

Idiom: almost too excited to talk 

9–12

How does Leona respond to learning about the 

people who wear her sneakers? (She is excited.)  How 

does Yvette help her understand what it means? (She 

says the sneakers help people become more talented.)

Guide Lead students to identify details in the text that 

reveal both girls’ emotions about these discoveries. Also, 

help students notice that each of the girls reaches out to 

the other—a sign of their strong friendship.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to guide students through the text. For additional support, refer to the relevant Tabletop 

Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• wish I had talent . . . All my friends are talented . . . I’m 

not talented at all.

• You can sing . . . You’re funny

• They’re just plain sneakers that she decorated herself

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: talento (talent)

5–6

How do you learn how Leona feels about herself? 

(from what she says: that she doesn’t have any talent but all 

her friends do) How is Yvette shown to be a supportive 

friend? (Yvette points out what Leona can do.)

Discuss Prompt students to discuss ways that Leona 

compares herself to her friends and how that makes 

her feel. 

Character

INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• How does the author bring story characters to life?

6
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• I am so sorry. I’m really lucky to have a friend like you, 

but I didn’t act like a friend.

• I forgive you.

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■   Are Leona and Yvette friends again? 
   ■  ■   Leona  to Yvette. Yvette  

Leona.
  ■   What do the two girls do to become friends 

again? 

30–32

What do each girl’s words show about what she 

is like? (Leona recognizes that she has been wrong and 

tells Yvette she is sorry. Yvette is a good enough friend to 

forgive her.)

Discuss Prompt students to discuss what each girl’s 

words reveal about what kind of person she is. Talk about 

what Leona has learned.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• you didn’t even come to see me in the hospital

• you only cared about making your hats and being 

famous

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: hospital (hospital)

28–29

Why is Yvette upset with Leona? (Leona didn’t come 

to see her when she broke her leg. Yvette thinks that Leona 

doesn’t care about her.)

Guide Point out that Yvette is honest about why she is 

upset, which helps Leona begin to understand what she 

did to harm their friendship.

20–25

TEXT EVIDENCE

• too busy right now

• wonderful things that were happening

• Yvette waved . . . but Leona was too busy thinking 

about the fashion awards.

What do Leona’s words and actions show about her 

feelings? (She’s happy and excited about being famous.) 

How does fame cause Leona to treat her friend? (She 

is too busy to think about Yvette.)

Reread Have students reread the first paragraph 

on page 24 and discuss what they learn about both 

characters from this event.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• imagined a hat made out of a paper bag

• another idea for a hat . . . two more ideas

• hurried home . . .  spent all afternoon making 

different hats

English Learner Support

Spanish cognates: imaginar (imagine), idea (idea)

15–16

How does Leona realize that she has a talent? (She 

starts to get ideas for different kinds of hats.) How does 

she respond? (She goes home and begins making hats.)

Discuss Talk with students about how recognizing 

her talent begins to change Leona. Prompt them to 

support their responses with details from the text and 

illustrations.
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Respond & Extend

GENERATE INTEREST

• What is your special talent?

• Would you want to become famous? Why or why not?

GUIDE INSTRUCTION 

Explain that students will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

Vocabulary & Language

Talk About Feelings

• Find adjectives in the 

text that describe how 

characters feel.

• Mark those pages with 

sticky notes.

• Create a list of all the 

adjectives you find. 

• Talk with a partner about 

the different kinds of 

emotions the words 

describe.

Hands-On Activity

What’s Your Talent?

• Interview a classmate 

about his or her talents.

• Before you start, plan a 

list of questions you want 

to ask.

• Record the interview or 

take notes. Share your 

findings with the class.

Response Writing 

1. Write an advertisement 

for the hats that Leona makes. 

Tell why they are special. 

Include details from the text 

and illustrations that describe 

the hats.

2. Write a get-well note 

that Leona should have sent 

to Yvette when she was in the 

hospital. What might make 

Yvette feel better?

Research Connection

Research a Creative Job

• Conduct research to learn 

about a creative job. You 

might choose actor, singer, 

hat designer, or another 

creative job.

• Find out what skills the job 

requires and what the job 

is like. Take notes. 

• Create a poster about the 

job you chose.

Project

Design a Hat 

• With your group, design 

and make hats using 

paper, paper bags, and 

other art materials. 

• Display the hats where 

others can see them.

• Award prizes such as 

Funniest, Tallest, Widest, 

Most Colorful, and so on.

8

©
 H

ou
gh

to
n 

M
iff

lin
 H

ar
co

ur
t P

ub
lis

hi
ng

 C
om

p
an

y.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. 

Printed in the U.S.A.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 XXXX 24 23 22 21 20 19 18
4500000000


