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“I wish I had talent,” Leona sighed. 
Leona and her best friend, Yvette, were 
helping out at a yard sale to make money 
for their school talent show. They were 
selling things Leona’s family didn’t use 
anymore. 

“All my friends are talented,” Leona 
continued. “You can act, and Maria is 
a math whiz, but I’m not talented at 
all.”

“You can sing,” said Yvette.
“Yes, but I sound like a frog,” Leona 

laughed.
Yvette laughed and said, “You’re 

funny, Leona, and that’s a talent.” 

Red Glitter Glue
Chapter 1

                  



A woman stopped to look at Leona’s 
sneakers. (Leona often decorated her 
sneakers with markers.) “Where did you 
get those shoes?” the woman asked. 

“They’re just plain sneakers that  
she decorated herself,” Yvette explained. 

“I really like them,” said the woman. 
“Will you decorate my sneakers for 
$5.00?” 

“I don’t have any markers here,” 
said Leona sadly.

“Why don’t you use this glitter glue?” 
said Yvette, holding out a little box that 
Leona had found in her basement. 
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Leona looked in the box and saw 
a small tube of red glitter glue. “I can 
decorate your sneakers with this,” she 
agreed. Leona began to draw curvy 
lines and circles on the sneakers. Every 
line she drew was bright and beautiful.

A man named Victor asked Leona 
to decorate his sneakers, too. Then 
another man paid Leona to decorate 
his daughter’s sneakers. By the end of 
the day, Leona had earned $15.00 for 
the talent show!

                  



The next night Leona and Yvette 
were watching a show called You’re a 
Star. The show was a TV contest for 
singers. Each week, people would sing 
on the show, and the best singer would 
win a prize.

“Look!” Yvette exclaimed as she 
pointed at the TV screen.

What’s Happening?
Chapter 2
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Leona couldn’t believe what she saw. 
It was the same woman from the yard 
sale, and she was wearing the sneakers 
that Leona had decorated! Her name 
was Corinne Clark, and she sang so well 
that she easily won the contest. Later, 
the host of the show asked her, “How 
did you become such a great singer?”

“It’s these sneakers,” Corinne 
Clark replied. “A girl decorated 
them for me yesterday, and now 
I am singing better than I have  
ever dreamed.”
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The next morning, Yvette called 
Leona. “Have you seen the newspaper?” 
she asked. “Look at the stories on pages 
2 and 14.”

The main story on page 2 was 
about Victor, the man who had been  
at the yard sale. He’d just broken the 
world record in the hundred-meter dash. 
And he had done it while wearing the 
sneakers that Leona had decorated with 
red glitter glue!
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On page 14, there was another 
story about a young girl who had just 
beaten the world’s second-best chess 
player. It was the same girl whose 
sneakers Leona had decorated at the  
yard sale. 

Leona ran to Yvette’s house.  
She was almost too excited to talk.

“Yvette, what does this mean?” she 
asked.

                  



12

“I’ll tell you what it means!” said 
Yvette. “Somehow the sneakers you 
decorated yesterday are making people 
more talented. People who are good 
at something, like singing or running, 
become even better.”

“But I decorate my sneakers all the 
time, and nothing like this has happened 
to me,” Leona said.

Then Yvette realized what was 
different about the sneakers Leona had 
decorated at the yard sale.

“It was the red glitter glue!” Yvette 
exclaimed.
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Leona still had the tube of red glitter 
glue in her pocket, and she took it out. 

“There is only enough for one more 
pair of sneakers,” said Leona. She 
looked at her friend and said, “Oh, 
Yvette, you’re a good actress. If I paint 
your sneakers, you may become a movie 
star!” 

Yvette thought for a minute, but 
then she shook her head.
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“It wouldn’t be fair,” said Yvette. 
“It’s your glitter glue, so you should use 
it on your own sneakers.”

“But it wouldn’t help me because 
I’m not talented,” said Leona.

“You might have talent that you 
don’t know about yet,” said Yvette. “You 
have to try to find it, Leona!”

So Leona used the rest of the red 
glitter glue on her own sneakers and 
waited for something to happen.

         



Leona’s Talent
Chapter 3
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As she stood in Yvette’s room, 
looking in the mirror, Leona suddenly 
imagined a hat on her head. She 
imagined a hat made out of a paper 
bag. She had another idea for a hat, 
and then she had two more ideas. 

“Hey, I have to go,” she told Yvette, 
and she hurried home. 

                  



16

Leona spent all afternoon 
making different hats. She made 
hats out of paper bags, pots,  
and boxes. At about 5:00, the wwdoorbell 
rang.

“Hi,” said the young woman at the 
door. “We’re from TV station WKZK, 
and we’re doing a report about the 
singer Corinne Clark.” The woman’s 
eyes opened wide when she saw Leona’s 
hat. “Oh my goodness! Where did you 
get that cute hat?” she asked.
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“I made it myself” said Leona. “I 
can show you some other hats that I 
have made.” 

As soon as the reporter saw 
Leona’s hats, she turned to her 
camera crew and said, “We have  
to do a report about this girl  
right now.”
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The report was on TV later that 
evening. As soon as it ended, Leona’s 
phone rang, and a voice said, “Hello. 
This is Maya Lanka. May I speak to  
Leona, please?” 

“This is Leona,” she said, wondering 
if it really was Maya Lanka, the famous 
singer. 

“I’ve just seen a report about you on 
TV. Would you make a hat for me?” 
asked Maya.

Leona couldn’t believe that Maya 
Lanka wanted her to make a hat. “I’ll 
do it!” Leona cried.
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Leona called Yvette to tell her the 
good news. Just as the girls started 
talking, Leona got another phone call, 
so she told Yvette she would call her 
back later. 

The new caller was Woody Smith, 
the baseball superstar, and he wanted 
a hat, too. “Could you make me a hat 
out of a catcher’s mitt?” he asked.

“I sure could,” Leona grinned, 
already imagining the hat.

So many people called that Leona 
forgot all about calling Yvette back. 

                  



World Famous!
Chapter 4
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When Ace Fashion Company called 
the next day, Leona gave the phone 
to her dad. The company wanted to 
use Leona’s ideas to make hats called 
Leona’s. They wanted to sell the hats all 
over the country.

While Leona’s dad was on the phone, 
Yvette knocked on the door.

“Oh, Yvette, I really want to talk 
to you, but I’m too busy right now,” 
Leona told her best friend. “I promise 
that I’ll tell you everything at school 
tomorrow!”
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The next day, a reporter met Leona 
at the door as she was leaving for school, 
and more reporters were coming toward 
her house from all directions. Leona 
had become the country’s most famous 
hat designer.

“I didn’t even know hats could be 
so popular,” Leona said happily as 
photographers took her picture. 
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Yvette was upset with Leona at 
school that day. “How could you forget 
to call me back?” 

“I’m sorry, Yvette, but you have to 
understand,” said Leona. She tried to 
tell Yvette about the wonderful things 
that were happening to her.

Yvette said, “I know what’s been 
happening because I’ve been reading 
about you in the newspaper.” 

“Well, come over to my house today, 
and let’s do something,” Leona told her 
best friend. 
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But when the girls got to Leona’s 
house, a long, black car was waiting at 
the curb. The car was there to pick up 
Leona. Leona had been invited to the 
American Fashion Awards, where she 
would get a prize for her hats. 
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Yvette waved as the black car drove 
away, but Leona didn’t wave back. 
Leona was too busy thinking about the 
fashion awards.

At the American Fashion Awards, 
Leona won an award for being the best 
new hat designer of the year.
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After the fashion awards, everything 
happened so fast. Leona went to parties 
and appeared on talk shows every week. 
On weekends, she would fly to New York 
or Los Angeles and meet famous people. 
And in her free time, she continued to 
create more hats. (She always had new 
ideas when she was wearing her sneakers 
decorated with red glitter glue.) 
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One day, Leona tried to create a 
new hat, but she couldn’t think of an 
idea. She looked down to make sure she 
was wearing her special sneakers. She 
was wearing them, but the red lines 
looked dull, as if the glitter had rubbed 
away.

The Fame Ends
Chapter 5
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Later that night, Leona turned on 
the TV to watch You’re a Star. Corinne 
Clark was on the show, but she sang 
terribly, so she didn’t win. She was 
wearing her sneakers, but the red glitter 
on her sneakers looked dull, too.

The next day, at Bob’s Clothing 
Store, Leona saw many of her hats 
on sale for fifty cents. But no one 
was buying them, even at that price. 
Suddenly Leona knew something had 
changed. 
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She wanted to talk to someone, so 
she called her best friend.

“Who is this?” asked Yvette. 
“It’s Leona, and I need to talk to 

you, Yvette!”
“Oh, so you have time to talk to me 

now?” Yvette asked.
“How can you be so mean?” sobbed 

Leona. “Don’t you know how I feel?”
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“Well, you don’t seem to care very 
much about me anymore,” said Yvette. 
“When I broke my leg, you didn’t even 
come to see me in the hospital. You 
only cared about making your hats and  
being famous.”

“I didn’t know that you broke your 
leg,” said Leona.

“Do you understand what I mean?” 
asked Yvette. “I thought we were best 
friends.” 

                  



Friends Again?
Chapter 6
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Leona said nothing. She was 
thinking about the last few weeks, but 
all she could remember were parties, 
cameras, and famous people.
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“Honestly, Yvette, I am so sorry,” 
she said. “I am really lucky to have a 
friend like you, but I didn’t act like a 
friend.”

“I forgive you,” said Yvette, “but 
just tell me one thing. Was it fun being 
famous?”
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“I’m glad it happened because  
now I know that I’m talented. Being 
famous was fun, but friendship is better 
than fame.”
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