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KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• Rain forests have been 

disappearing for years.

• Rain forests are home to 

millions of plants and animals.

• Rain forests are divided into 

four parts: the forest floor, 

understory, canopy, and 

emergent layer.

• Different animals live in 

different parts of the rain 

forest.

Key Vocabulary

encyclopedia 
(cover)

tropical (p. 2 )

emergent (p. 5)

canopy (p. 5)

understory (p. 5)

squashes (p. 6)

mammals (p. 6)

reptiles (p. 6)

slurp (p. 8)

relatives (p. 10)

appearance (p. 22)

Allow time for children to browse 

the text. Ask them to describe 

what they see. Briefly discuss 

giving an opinion. Explain that 

telling how you feel about a topic 

is giving your opinion. Explain 

that the author thinks rain 

forests are important.

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL N  OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex

GENRE Informational Text

WHY THIS TEXT?

Rain forests are the Earth’s oldest living ecosystems. Only about 6 percent of Earth’s 

land is covered by tropical rain forests, but they are home to more than half the 

species of plants and animals in the world. Colorful photos, captions, a map, and fact 

boxes support and enhance details in the text, presented alphabetically as pages in 

an encyclopedia. Other text features include an introduction, section headings, a 

Table of Contents, and an index.

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About the Tropics Equator (n), area (n.), humid (adj.)

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ....................................... 2

❍  Text and Graphic Features ............................ 4

❍  Ideas and Support ........................................ 6

❍  Respond & Extend ........................................ 8

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Oral Reading Record

Comprehension Quiz

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Text Features

Graphic Features

Ideas and Support

Informational Text
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GENERATE INTEREST

Prompt children to make predictions and share 

connections.

• What do you know about Earth’s rain forests?

• What can people do to protect Earth’s plants and 

animals?

BUILD VOCABULARY

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections.

• Equator (n), area (n.), humid (adj.)

Key Ideas & Details

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• People who cut down trees for lumber are mainly to 

blame. . . . A rain forest is a place with many trees, a lot 

of rain, and warm temperatures.

• Most of the rain forests . . . are tropical. . . . found in the 

warmest places of the earth.

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  The author is describing details about 
.

 ■  ■  What is the author describing?

 ■  How does the author describe the rain forest?

Spanish cognate: tropical (tropical)

What is a rain forest? (a place with warm temperatures and 

lots of trees and rain) Where do you find most rain forests? 

(in the warmest parts of Earth) Why are there fewer rain 

forests today? (People who cut down trees for lumber are 

destroying them.)

Guide Remind children that some authors organize ideas by 

describing details about a topic. Have children name details 

about the rain forest that the author describes here. Direct 

attention to the map and point to the equator. Clarify that 

places near the equator receive a lot of heat from the sun all 

year and are called the tropics. Rain forests in the area are 

tropical rain forests.

2–3

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Emergent Layer . . . is made up of trees . . . taller than 

most. . . . Canopy . . . is like the roof of the rain forest. . . . 

The understory is . . . cooler and darker. . . . Forest floor 

. . . made up of soil and everything that falls from above. 

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: emergente (emergent)

Where are the tallest trees? (in the emergent layer) What 

is on the forest floor? (soil and things that fall from the trees) 

Where is the coolest part? (in the understory) What does 

the author compare the canopy to? (a roof)

Discuss Talk about how, by comparing rainforest parts to 

an apartment building and the canopy to a roof, the author 

describes things so that readers can visualize them. Discuss 

why this helps readers better understand what they read.

4–5
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• The anaconda is a snake that likes to be in or near 

water. . . . lives on the forest floor.

English Learner Support

If children are not familiar with an encyclopedia, 

have them look at one either in book or online 

format. Walk them through some of the features 

this book has that are similar to ones in an 

encyclopedia.

6–7

Which part of the rain forest is home to an 

anaconda? (the forest floor) Why? (It likes to be in or 

near water.)

Guide Explain that this page and those that follow are 

organized like an encyclopedia, in alphabetical order. 

Clarify that most encyclopedias give information on 

many topics, but this one is all about rain forest animals. 

Have children turn a few pages and check the alphabet 

line across the top as a new animal is introduced.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Then it uses its long, sticky tongue to slurp up the 

insects inside.

• The capybara is in the same family as a mouse.

• The flying dragon spends almost all of its time in trees.

• A jaguar . . . can hunt for food on the forest floor, up in 

the trees, and even in the water!

• PHOTO CLUES

8–15

How does the anteater use its tongue? (to slurp ants 

out of anthills) What animal is related to the capybara? 

(mouse) Where does a flying dragon spend most of its 

time? (in trees) Where does the jaguar hunt for food? 

(in the trees, on the ground, or in the water)

Reread Have children reread page 12. Clarify that a 

flying dragon spreads the flaps of skin so that the wind 

will push it along like a kite or a sail on a boat. Have 

children explain how the photo helps them better 

understand the details in the text.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• The poison . . . on the skin . . . keeps it safe from other 

animals.

• The sloth . . . spends most of its time . . . in trees.

• The toucan isn’t very good at flying because of its 

heavy bill.

• The vine snake . . . lives in the understory of rain 

forests.

English Learner Support

Add sketches to the visual to help children 

connect words to concepts.

Spanish cognate: apariencia (appearance)

16–22

How does the poison arrow frog protect itself? 

(poison is on its skin) In what part of the rain forest do 

you find sloths? (trees) Why isn’t a toucan a good 

flier? (its bill is too heavy) Where does the vine snake 

live? (in the understory)

Create a Visual Draw a four-column chart labeled with 

the parts of a rain forest. In each column, have children 

write the name of any animal from the text that is found 

there and at least one fact about each animal. Remind 

children that some animals appear in more than one layer.
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INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• How do text and graphic features help readers understand information?

Text and Graphic Features 

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to focus on the concept of Text and Graphic Features. For additional support on the 

concept, refer to the relevant Tabletop Minilessons.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Introduction

• Tropical rain forests are found in Central America, 

South America, Africa, Asia, and Australia.

• What the Rain Forest Gives Us, rubber, coffee, lumber, 

black pepper, chewing gum

• PHOTO and PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support

Have children point to each text or graphic 

feature as they find it. Ask them to name the 

feature or provide the name and have children 

repeat it.

2–4 

What is the heading for this section? (Introduction) 

Why is it at the beginning of the book? (to introduce 

the topic of rain forests to readers) How does the map 

on page 2 help readers? (It shows places mentioned 

in the text where tropical rain forests are located.) Why 

does the author include a fact box on page 4? (to 

add information about important products we get from 

rain forests)

Create a Visual Make a two-column chart. As children 

read, have them list in the first column each text or 

graphic feature they find. In the other column, have 

them tell how each feature helps them understand what 

they read.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Parts of a Rain Forest, Emergent Layer, Canopy, 

Understory, Forest Floor 

• PICTURE CLUES

English Learner Support

Point to the heading and each subheading on 

the diagram and read it aloud. Have children 

repeat them after you.

Spanish cognate: diagrama (diagram)

5

How does the diagram help readers? (It uses both text 

and a graphic to identify each layer of the rain forest.) How 

does the author use color as a feature? (The heading, 

subheads, and the layers of the rain forest are different colors.)

Guide Have children use the diagram to talk about 

the layers of a rain forest. Ask children to explain how 

the colored background helps them better understand 

the text.

4
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Anaconda . . . Fun Fact, The anaconda is the biggest 

snake in the world because of its thick body.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  Point to what the author is describing.

 ■  ■  An anaconda’s body is .

 ■  Describe an anaconda.

6–7

What special feature does the author use at the top 

of the page? (The alphabet list with A highlighted because 

anaconda starts with A.) Why does the author include 

a Fun Fact box? (to add new information) How do the 

photos help readers understand the text? (They show 

what the text says.)

Discuss Remind children that the author has provided 

a lot of facts about the anaconda. Have partners take 

turns asking each other a question about the snake, then 

pointing to and reading the answer.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Index,  anaconda, 6–7, 10

English Learner Support

Point to each feature on the chart and read it 

aloud. Have children repeat it after you and find 

an example in the book.

24

What is an index? (an alphabetical list of important words 

in a book) How can that help you? (It tells me where in 

the text each word is used.) Where is anaconda used in 

this book? (on pages 6–7 and 10)

Create a Visual Have children add “index” to their 

features chart. Review the finished chart together and 

discuss how text and graphic features help us better 

understand and remember the information in a text.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Capybara . . . The capybara likes to be in or near the 

water on the forest floor. 

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Have children use words from their home 

languages to explain how information in the fact 

box relates to the main text. Then, help them 

repeat in English.

10–11

Why has the author changed the alphabet line at 

the top of the page? (The letter C is highlighted because 

capybara starts with C.) How does the photo mirror 

the text? (It shows capybaras near the water on the 

forest floor.)

Reread Have children reread page 10 and talk about 

how the fact box relates to the main text. Remind them 

that authors include new facts in boxes or captions 

to make sure readers have enough information to 

understand ideas.

5
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INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• Does the author give enough facts to support the central idea? 

Ideas and Support

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to focus on the concept of Ideas and Support. For additional support on the concept, refer 

to the relevant Tabletop Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Rain Forest Encyclopedia (title)

• Animals of the Rain Forest, 6

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  Point to the words Animals of the Rain Forest 
in the Table of Contents.

 ■  ■  What words do you see used more than once 
in the Table of Contents?

 ■  What can you infer about the central idea by 
reading the Table of Contents?

Cover–Table of Contents

What do the title and photo on the cover tell you 

about this book? (It’s an encyclopedia about animals in a 

rain forest.) What does the Table of Contents tell you? 

(the  section titles and the pages where the sections begin)

Guide Explain that an informational book’s title and 

table of contents often give a clue to the central idea 

that readers should take away from reading the text. 

Have children identify the title, Rain Forest Encyclopedia. 

Explain that the central idea is something about the rain 

forest and that the author gives details in the text to 

support the central idea.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• People who cut down trees . . . mainly to blame. A 

rain forest is . . . trees . . . warm temperatures. . . . very 

important because they are home to . . . animals. The 

plants . . . help clean the earth’s air. Rain forests  . . . 

disappearing for years.

• Most of the rain forests . . . are tropical. 

• What the Rain Forest Gives Us, rubber , coffee, 

lumber, black pepper, chewing gum

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Help children understand that an author may 

not tell readers exactly what the central idea 

is. Readers must think about the examples and 

details used in the text.

2–4

What key details are explained on these pages? 

(Most rain forests are tropical, are warm, and have lots 

of trees and rain. There are less today because people cut 

trees for lumber. Rain forests are important because of the 

animals and the plants that clean our air and give us goods 

like coffee and rubber.)

Reread Point out to children that the central idea of a 

text often appears on the first or last page. Have them 

reread page 2, study the photo and captions, and then 

tell what they think the central idea of this text might be. 

Record their responses to review after reading.

6
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Emergent Layer, This part of the rain forest . . . trees 

. . . taller . . . Canopy, This part . . . branches and leaves 

in the trees are thick. The understory is the part  . . . 

under the leaves of the trees but above ground. Forest 

Floor, . . . made up of soil and everything that falls 

from above.

• PICTURE CLUES

5

Why do you think the author gives us all these facts 

about the parts of a rain forest? (Possible responses: 

so we can learn about them; so we can understand what an 

amazing place a rain forest is)

Guide Prompt children to recognize that the colorful 

diagram serves more than one purpose. It gives the 

reader detailed information, it highlights the many 

varied parts of the rainforest, and it connects with the 

reader through a pleasing visual. Explain that all of these 

help support the author’s opinion of the importance of 

rain forests.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Anaconda, Anteater, Capybara, Flying Dragon, 

Jaguar

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Help children discuss how the photos support 

the details in the text by supplying the sentence 

frame: This photo shows me the idea that 

.

6–15

Why does the author include the information on 

these pages? (to describe some important animals that 

live in rain forests)

Discuss Talk with children about how the photos 

support details in the text because they visually represent 

the words. Add that in turn, the photos, like the words, 

support the central idea.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• The sloth has brownish fur that helps it to blend in 

with the color of the trees. This makes it hard for the 

sloth to be seen.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Pair children with strong English speakers as 

they find and discuss evidence from the text that 

supports the central idea. Encourage them to 

use the pictures and text features to find out the 

central idea.

18

How do the details about the sloth support the 

central idea? (Sloths live in trees and blend in with trees, so 

if people cut down rain forest trees, sloths will have no home 

and will not be safe.)

Create a Visual Draw a concept web with “rain forests 

are important” in the center circle. Explain that this is the 

central idea that the author wants us to remember. Have 

children review pages 2–23 to find details that support 

the central idea.

7
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Hands-On Activity

Make a Model

• Choose your favorite 

rainforest animal from the 

text. 

• Make a model using clay, 

paint, and other art and 

recycled materials.

• Share your model with the 

group. Place all of your 

group’s models in a display. 

Have each person present 

one or more facts about the 

animal.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that children will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

GENERATE INTEREST

• Would you like to visit a tropical rain forest?

• What can you do to help protect rain forests?

Respond & Extend

Research Connection

Learn about Rain Forest 

Products

• Look at the chart on page 4 

about what the rain 

forest gives us. Research 

one product online or in 

nonfiction books to find out 

how much we use each year.

• Write and draw a rain forest 

encyclopedia entry about 

what you learned.

• Share your encyclopedia 

entry with the group.

Response Writing

Write an Opinion

• Imagine you are one of the 

animals living in the rain 

forest.

• Write a letter to tell how you 

feel about people cutting 

down trees in your habitat. 

Include how you think 

people can help to protect 

your home.

• Share your letter with the 

group.

Project

Make a Diagram

• Make a rain forest diagram 

with a partner. Use a long, 

tall piece of paper to draw 

the trees. Use the diagram 

on page 5 to help you.

• Draw one or more animals at 

each part of the rain forest. 

Check the encyclopedia 

pages to find which animal 

lives where. Find more 

animals by looking online.

• Add labels to your diagram. 

Share your diagram with the 

group.

Vocabulary & Language

Use Action Words

• Go back through the book 

and make a list of 10 action 

words such as wraps, 

squashes, and slurp.

• Use the words in sentences 

with a partner.

• Share your sentences with 

the group.

8
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