
p
_

tab
       p

_
tab

       p
_

tab

Many Ways to Work
M

an
y W

ays to
 W

o
rk      J     In

fo
rm

atio
n

al Text

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• Some jobs have to do with 

selling goods, and others have 

to do with providing services.

• Goods are things that are sold 

that may be grown or made. 

• A baker, factory worker, and 

farmer provide goods.

• A service is something done 

for money, and there are many 

different services.

• A dentist, teacher, police 

officer, and firefighter provide 

services.

Key Vocabulary

goods (p. 3)

community (p. 3)

services (p. 3)

factory (p. 8)

weave (p. 8)

provide (p. 13)

Idiomatic Expression

by hand (p. 8)

Take a picture walk through 

the text, and ask children to 

name the different jobs they see 

people doing or the different 

goods or services. Help children 

understand the difference 

between goods and services. 

Stress the fact that every job is 

important and may improve the 

lives of everyone in a community.

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL J  OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex

GENRE Informational Text

WHY THIS TEXT?

The focus of this informational book is on the jobs that people do. Children learn the 

difference between goods and services and how people in jobs serve the community.  

Colorful photos support and enhance details in the easy-to-read text. Other features 

include a Table of Contents, headings, boldface words, and a glossary.

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About Careers produce (v.), company (n.), task (n.)

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ....................................... 2

❍  Content-Area Words .................................... 4

❍  Central Idea ................................................. 6

❍  Respond & Extend ........................................ 8

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Oral Reading Record

Comprehension Quiz

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Content-Area Words

Central Idea

Informational Text
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GENERATE INTEREST

Prompt children to make predictions and share 

connections.  

• What do you know about jobs?

• What jobs do people you know perform? 

BUILD VOCABULARY

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections.

• produce (v.), company (n.), task (n.)

Key Ideas & Details

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Some of these people grow or make things to sell. They 

work with goods. Other people teach you, help you, and 

keep your community safe. They work with services.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Spanish cognates: comunidad (community), 

servicios (services)

What do people who grow or make things to sell work 

with? (goods) What do people who teach you, help you, 

and keep your community safe work with? (services)

Guide Explain that the author is starting the book by 

explaining the two main categories of workers: those who 

work with goods and those who work with services. Ask 

children what they know about goods and services already.

2–3

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Someone made your toothbrush, and sent it to a store. 

Then someone in your family bought the toothbrush.

• But most clothes are made in a factory.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Explain the meaning of by hand. Tell children that 

anything by hand is done with the hands. It usually 

takes much longer to make something by hand 

than with machines.

How does a toothbrush get to you? (Someone makes it and 

sends it to a store. Then someone in your family buys it.) What 

goods do you buy that are made in a factory? (clothes)

Reread Ask children to reread the headings on pages 4 and 6.  

Have them use the headings to summarize the information 

about jobs related to producing goods. 

4–9
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

10–11

TEXT EVIDENCE

• A service is another kind of work. . . . You need to go 

to the dentist. The dentist helps keep your teeth clean 

and healthy. The work she does is a service.

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: dentista (dentist)

How does a dentist help people? (A dentist helps keep 

your teeth clean and healthy.) Why is the work a dentist 

does considered a service? (A dentist does work for 

other people.)

Reread Ask children to reread the first sentence on page 

10 and the second paragraph, which tells about a dentist. 

Have children use text clues to explain what makes the 

work a dentist does a service. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Some people make goods to sell. Other people do 

things to help people.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

If children have trouble illustrating what 

the worker they chose does, have them 

demonstrate the actions. Provide them with 

verbal support to name the actions as they 

perform them.

15–16

What are the two main kinds of work? (making goods 

to sell and doing things to help people)

Create a Visual Guide children to review the jobs and 

workers shown in the text and to choose one job. Then 

ask children to make a series of illustrations showing 

what a worker does at his or her job. Have children write 

captions for their illustrations.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• We all need teachers and other people to help keep us 

safe and healthy.

• Doctors, nurses, and dentists keep our bodies strong. 

• PHOTO CLUES  

English Learner Support

As children discuss details, pair English learners 

with stronger English speakers who can help 

with words if needed.

12–14

Why do people need services? (to help keep us safe and 

healthy) How do doctors, nurses, and dentists help 

us? (They keep our bodies strong.)

Discuss Draw children’s attention to the photos on 

pages 12–14. Help children identify each worker in the 

photos and the job he or she does.

3
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INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• What content-area words help you understand the topic?

Content-Area Words

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to focus on the concept of Content-Area Words. For additional support on the concept, 

refer to the relevant Tabletop Minilesson. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Some of these people grow or make things to sell. 

They work with goods. Other people teach you, help 

you, and keep your community safe. They work with 

services. 

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Point to the word goods. Point to the word 

services. Say both words and have children 
repeat them.

  ■  ■  Goods are . Services are .

 ■  How are goods and services different?

2–3

Which words are important on these pages? (goods, 

community, services) Which words in the text tell about 

services? (teach, help, keep your community safe)

Create a Visual Begin a content-area word web with 

“Goods” at the center and another one with “Services” 

at the center. Fill in the outer ovals as children share 

examples of jobs that fit each category.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Someone made your toothbrush, and sent it to 

a store. Then someone in your family bought the 

toothbrush.

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Point to the child brushing her teeth and the 

toothbrush. Say the word goods and have 
children repeat it.

  ■  ■  A toothbrush is a good because .

 ■  Why is a toothbrush a good?

4–5

Which details tell you why a toothbrush is a good? 

(Someone made your toothbrush, and sent it to a store. Then 

someone in your family bought the toothbrush.) 

Guide Explain that authors choose words carefully when 

they write. They want to help the reader understand 

ideas clearly. Explain that the word goods tells about 

different kinds of products that people use. 

4
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• But most clothes are made in a factory. Machines 

weave and sew the cloth. 

• PHOTO CLUES

8

How does the photo help you understand the 

meaning of the word factory? (It shows machines doing 

work.) What do you learn from the text about the 

meaning of the words factory and weave? (Machines 

in a factory weave and sew the cloth used in clothes.) 

Discuss Help children understand that factories make 

goods using machines because machines can do the 

work faster than people.

TEXT EVIDENCE 

• Teachers provide a very important service. They help 

us learn to read, write, and think.

13

What words help you understand what provide 

means? (a very important service; help us learn to read, 

write, and think)

Guide Help children understand that the word provide 

can be used in many different contexts. In this book, it is 

used to tell what people with certain service jobs give to 

others. Ask children what other service jobs, like a police 

officer or librarian, provide.

TEXT EVIDENCE 

• community a group of people who live or work 

together

English Learner Support

Have children choose two words from the 

glossary. Ask them to draw pictures to show that 

they understand the meanings of the words.

16

What is a community? (a group of people who live or 

work together) How does the glossary help you know 

about content-area words? (It shows each word and its 

meaning.)

Reread Have children reread pages 3 and 12 and 

identify how community and communities are used in  

the text.

5
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INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• What central idea does the author tell about?

Central Idea

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to focus on the concept of Central Idea. For additional support on the concept, refer to the 

relevant Tabletop Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Many Ways to Work (title)

• What Jobs Do People Do?, What Are Goods?, Where 

Do Goods Come From?, What Are Services?, What 

Services Do People Need?

English Learner Support

Point to the Table of Contents and then turn to 

each page number it lists. Show children the 

heading of each page and stress that each tells 

about something related to work, goods, or 

services.

Title Page, Table of Contents

What do the title and the Table of Contents tell you 

about the central idea? (It will be about jobs, goods, and 

services.)

Guide Explain that authors use titles and the headings 

in the Table of Contents to give a reader clues about the 

text. Help children identify clues about the central idea. 

TEXT EVIDENCE 

• Some of these people grow or make things to sell. 

They work with goods. Other people teach you, help 

you, and keep your community safe. They work with 

services.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Point to the person with goods. Point to the 

person that does a service. 

  ■  ■  A baker sells   and a mail carrier 
does a  . 

 ■  Which people work with goods? Which work 
with services?

2–3

What details tell you the difference between some of 

the jobs? (Some people grow or make things to sell. Other 

people teach you, help you, and keep your community safe.)

Reread Help children figure out the central idea as they 

read. Explain that the author gives details in the text that 

tell about the central idea. Have children reread pages 

2–3 and suggest details that are clues to help them 

uncover the central idea of the book.

6
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Farmers care for the trees and pick the fruit when it is 

ready. The fruit is then sold at markets.

• Bakers work in large kitchens. . . . These treats are 

then sold at stores or restaurants.

• PHOTO CLUES 

4–9

What good does this farmer produce? (oranges) 

Which worker makes cookies, breads, and cakes 

that are sold at stores? (baker)

Discuss Have children suggest details on these pages 

that are clues to the central idea. Lead them to discuss 

the importance of each detail to the overall message.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• The dentist helps keep your teeth clean and healthy. 

The work she does is a service.

• They help us learn to read, write, and think. Teachers 

also help us learn to play sports, dance, and make art!

• Police and firefighters keep us and our homes safe 

from harm.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support
 ■  ■  ■  Point to a teacher providing a service.

  ■  ■  A teacher helps children  . 

 ■  What is a service a teacher provides?

10–15

How are dentists, teachers, and firefighters alike? 

(They all provide services to the community.)

Reread Have children reread these pages to identify 

how each job provides a service. Ask them to explain how 

people who have these jobs help the community.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• community, factory, goods, provide, services, 

weave

English Learner Support

Pair English learners with stronger English 

speakers as you discuss jobs to help them learn 

language naturally.

16

How do the words in the glossary relate to the 

central idea? (They are words that tell about jobs in a 

community and goods and services.)

Create a Visual Have children skim the glossary to look 

for clues to the text’s central idea. Then create a concept 

web. Draw a blank circle and have children review pages 

2–15 to suggest details about work that people do in 

their jobs. Write their ideas in smaller circles. Then work 

with them to decide on the central idea. Write it in the 

large circle: “People work in jobs to provide goods or 

services to others.”

7
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Hands-On Activity

Make a Product

• Decide on a small product 

you could make with 

classroom materials, such as 

a bracelet, a paper weight, 

or a pencil holder. 

• Design your product by 

drawing it on a piece of 

paper first. Then make it.

• Share your product with the 

group. Discuss what you 

learned from making it.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that children will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

GENERATE INTEREST

• What are some jobs that provide goods? Services?

• What kind of job would you like to have? Why?

Respond & Extend

Research Connection

Learn about Jobs

• Think about a job you might 

like to do. Find out about 

it. Search online or read 

nonfiction books.

• Write about what you 

learned. Be sure to use 

complete sentences.

• Share your research with the 

group. 

Project

Make a Job Poster

• Draw different kinds of 

jobs. Use crayons, markers, 

colored chalk, or paints.

• Write a short caption under 

each job using facts you read 

in the book.

• Make a colorful title for your 

poster.

• Share your work with the 

group.

Response Writing

Write a Log

• Imagine you are one of the 

workers shown in the text. 

What is your job? Do you 

provide a good or a service? 

What is it? 

• Write a log that records one 

day doing your job. Tell what 

you did, what you provided, 

and how you felt doing your 

job. 

• Share your log with the 

group.

Vocabulary & Language

Sort Jobs

• With a partner, reread the 

text and make a list of the 

jobs mentioned.

• Make a two-column chart 

with the headings “Goods” 

and “Services.” Write each 

job under one of those 

categories to show whether 

the job primarily provides a 

good or service. 

• Then identify at least six 

other jobs not mentioned 

in the text. Add them to the 

appropriate columns. 

• Share your chart with the 

group. 
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