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Did you know that about 6 percent of  
the earth’s land area is covered by tropical 
rain forests? Just about 50 years ago, that 
number was about 15 percent. People who  
cut down trees for lumber are mainly to 
blame.

A rain forest is a place with  
many trees, a lot of rain, and warm 
temperatures. Rain forests are  
very important because they 
are home to millions of 
animals. The plants that 
grow in rain forests are 
also important because  
they help clean the earth’s 
air.

Introduction

Rain forests and animals 
that live there have been 
disappearing for years.
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Most of the rain forests 
in the world are tropical. 
This means that they  
are found in the warmest 
parts of the earth. Tropical 
rain forests are found in Central 
America, South America, Africa,  
Asia, and Australia.

Tropical Rain Forests 
Around the World
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 Rain forests are divided into four parts.  
The parts of a rain forest are like different  
f loors in an apartment building. You can find 
different animals living in each part of a rain 
forest. Take a look at the next page to learn 
more about these parts of the rain forest. Then 
read the rest of the book to find out about 
animals that live in the rain forest.

• rubber

• coffee

• lumber 

• black pepper 

• chewing gum

What the Rain Forest  
Gives Us
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Forest Floor
The lowest part of the rain  
forest is the forest floor,  
which is made up of soil  
and everything that falls  
from above.

Emergent Layer
This part of the rain forest is made up of 
trees that are much taller than most of the 
other trees of a rain forest. These trees stick 
way up above the other trees and are far 
apart from one another.

Canopy
This part is like the roof 
of the rain forest. Here 
the branches and  
leaves in the trees  
are thick.

Understory
The understory is the part of 
the rain forest that is under 
the leaves of the trees but 
above ground. It is cooler and 
darker here because most of 
the light and the heat from the 
sun is blocked out.

Parts of a Rain Forest
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The anaconda is a snake that likes to be in  
or near water. This means the anaconda lives 
on the forest f loor. This huge snake wraps its 
powerful body around its food and squashes it  
to death!

The anaconda is found in South America.  
It can grow up to 29 feet and weigh up to  
550 pounds! Imagine this—an anaconda’s body 
can measure more than 40 inches around! It  
eats mammals of many sizes, birds, fish, and 
other reptiles.

The anaconda is the biggest 
snake in the world because 
of its thick body.

Fun Fact

A naconda
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The anteater is a hairy animal with a  
long, pointy nose and a bushy tail. It uses its 
strong, sharp claws to break open ant hills.  
Then it uses its long, sticky tongue to slurp  
up the insects inside. It can sometimes eat 
thousands of insects in one day!

The anteater is mostly found on the forest 
f loor in the rain forests of Central America  
and South America. It can grow up to 7 feet 
long, including its tail.

Anteaters live mostly on  
the ground, but there are 
some anteaters that can 
climb trees.

A nteater

Fun Fact
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The capybara is in the same family as 
a mouse. They are relatives. However, the 
capybara is much bigger than a mouse. The 
capybara likes to be in or near the water on  
the forest f loor. This means that it sometimes 
becomes dinner for the anaconda.

This animal is found in some parts of  
Central America and in many parts of South 
America. It can grow up to 4 feet long and 
weigh more than 140 pounds. It eats different 
kinds of plants.

A B C D E F G H I  J K L M

C apybara

The capybara is 
a good swimmer 
and can stay 
under water for 
as long as 5 
minutes.
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The f lying dragon spends almost all of  
its time in trees. A f lying dragon cannot  
really f ly. It can only glide, or drift in the  
air. Flaps of skin on the sides of the f lying 
dragon’s body allow it to move easily from 
branch to branch.

The f lying dragon is found in the rain  
forests of Southeast Asia. It grows to about  
8 inches in length. This animal eats ants that 
live in trees.

The flying dragon 
can drift in the air 
up to 30 feet when it 
spreads its flaps.

F lying Dragon

Fun 
Fact
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A jaguar’s spots allow it to blend in with the  
forest. But there’s not much that this powerful cat 
needs to be afraid of! A jaguar has very strong  
jaws that help it hunt and catch its food. It can  
hunt for food on the forest f loor, up in the trees,  
and even in the water!

The jaguar can be found in Mexico and in 
Central America, but is mostly found in South 
America. It can grow up to 6 feet long from  
head to tail, and it can weigh up to 300 pounds.  
The jaguar eats many different kinds of animals 
including mammals, birds, reptiles, and fish.

Jaguars go fishing by 
waving their tails over the 
water and tricking hungry 
fish into thinking it’s 
something to eat.

J aguar

A B C D E F G H I  J K L M

Fun Fact
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The poison arrow frog is a tiny animal  
with very bright colors such as green or  
blue. The poison that is found on the skin  
of this little frog keeps it safe from other 
animals. The poison is so powerful that  
even a small amount can kill other animals, 
including humans!

This frog is found in rain forests of  
Central and South America. It is less than  
one inch long. It likes to eat insects.

Poison arrow frogs 
have their name 
because hunters 
sometimes put the 
animal’s poison on the 
tips of their arrows.

P oison Arrow Frog

Fun Fact
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The sloth is known for moving very slowly.  
It spends most of its time hanging upside  
down in trees. A sloth even sleeps upside  
down. It sometimes sleeps for 15 to 18 hours  
a day! The sloth has brownish fur that helps  
it to blend in with the color of the trees. This 
makes it hard for the sloth to be seen.

The sloth can be found in the rain forests  
of Central and South America. It grows to  
be about 2

1
2  feet long. The sloth eats mostly 

fruits, leaves, and small branches.

The sloth often 
moves faster 
when it is in the 
trees than when it 
is on the ground.

S loth

Fun 
Fact
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A B C D E F G H I  J K L M              

There are many different types of toucans, 
which are types of birds with very large bills,  
or beaks. When this bird sleeps, it hides its 
colorful bill by turning its head around and 
tucking it under its feathers. The toucan isn’t 
very good at f lying because of its heavy bill. 

The toucan can be found in the rain forests  
of South and Central America. A toucan can  
be as small as seven inches and as big as two 
feet. The toucan eats fruit, lizards, and the eggs 
of other birds.

The edges of a toucan’s 
bill are like a saw, 
which it uses to tear up 
the fruit that it eats.

T oucan 

Fun 
Fact
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The vine snake’s tiny head 
is only about as thick as 
the rest of its body, which 
makes it even harder to 
tell that this snake is an 
animal, not a vine!

The vine snake is a long, skinny snake that 
lives in the understory of rain forests. The  
vine snake gets its name from its  greenish-
brown  color. It looks just like a vine! Its 
appearance allows it to blend in with the  
trees where it lives.

This snake is found in the rain forests of 
Central America and the northern parts of 
South America. It can grow up to 6

1
2  feet  

long. The vine snake eats mostly lizards and 
small birds.

V ine Snake

Fun Fact
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Read about the rain forest and the animals 
that live there. Which animal is the biggest 
snake in the world?
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