
p
_

tab
       p

_
tab

       p
_

tab

Snowy Days
Sn

o
w

y D
ays      H

      In
fo

rm
atio

n
al Text

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• Snow falls in winter. 

• It does not snow everywhere.

• There may be snow in the 

mountains all year. 

• It almost never snows in 

Florida. 

• You can use a map to see 

where it snows.  

• Lots of people like snow.  

• Lots of people don’t like snow.  

Key Vocabulary

snow (p. 2)

clouds (p. 2)

freeze (p. 2)

snowflakes (p. 2)

winter (p. 4)

mountains (p. 6)

cold (p. 6)

warm (p. 7)

snowfall (p. 9)

shoveling (p. 13)

Before reading, do a picture 

walk, pointing to the 

photographs and discussing 

what is happening in each one. 

If you live in a climate where it 

does not snow, you may want 

to pass around shaved ice, if 

possible, and allow children to 

feel how cold it is. Explain that 

snow is a lot like rain, but it is 

frozen, or very cold. 

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL H  OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex

GENRE Informational Text

WHY THIS TEXT?

This informational text uses content-area words to teach readers about snow, 

including why and where it snows and who likes and does not like it. A Table of 

Contents helps readers navigate the key ideas of the book, while the straightforward 

text outlines the details. Colorful photographs complement the text, giving readers a  

clear understanding of snowy days.

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About Snow drift (v.), freezing (adj.), deep (adj.)

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 

Options for Teacher-Led Sessions

❍  Key Ideas & Details ....................................... 2

❍  Central Idea ................................................. 4

❍  Content-Area Words .................................... 6

❍  Respond & Extend ........................................ 8

Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Oral Reading Record

Comprehension Quiz

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Central Idea

Content-Area Words

Informational Text
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GENERATE INTEREST

Prompt children to make predictions and share 

connections.

• What do you know about snow?  

• How is snow different from other kinds of weather?  

BUILD VOCABULARY

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections. 

• drift (v.), freezing (adj.), deep (adj.)

Key Ideas & Details

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• When it is very cold, the drops can freeze and turn into 

snowflakes. Then the snowflakes fall from the clouds. 

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Explain that snowflake is a compound word made 

up of the smaller words snow and flake.  

What happens when water drops in clouds freeze? (They 

turn into snowflakes.) What happens next? (The snowflakes 

fall from the clouds.)

Discuss Have children discuss what the girl in the picture is 

doing. 

2–3

TEXT EVIDENCE 

• Snow falls in the winter. 

• But it does not snow everywhere in the winter. 

• PHOTO CLUES

When does snow fall? (in the winter) Does it snow 

everywhere in the winter? (no)

Guide Help children see how both photos show a winter 

scene. Explain that in one place it is cold, and it snows. The 

other place is warm, so it does not snow.  

4–5

TEXT EVIDENCE

•  There can be snow in the mountains all year. . . . it is very 

cold up there. 

• There is almost never snow in Florida. . . . it is too warm 

down there. 

English Learner Support 

Help children understand the meaning of all year 

by showing them a calendar. Point out the winter 

months, when more places might have snow. 

Where can there be snow all year? (in the mountains) Why? 

(It is very cold.) Where is there almost never snow? (in 

Florida) Why? (It is too warm.)

Reread Have children reread pages 2–3 to help them 

understand that temperature determines whether or not a 

place has snow.  

6–7
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

8–9

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Snowfall in February, Key, snow

• MAP CLUES

English Learner Support 

Explain that this map shows the United States. 
Point out that it shows where it snowed in 
February. 

What does this map show? (where it snowed in 

February) Which part of the map shows where it 

snowed? (the white part) What does the green part 

show? (where it did not snow)

Guide Point out your own state on the map and ask 

children if it did or did not snow there in February. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• It is hard to see when it is snowing. 

• Shoveling snow is hard work. 

• PHOTO CLUES

12–13

Which sentence does the photo on page 12 help you 

understand? (It is hard to see when it is snowing.) Why do 

you think shoveling is hard work? (When there is a lot 

of snow it can be heavy to lift.)

Create a Visual Create a two-column chart. Label the 

first column “Like Snow” and the second column “Do 

Not Like Snow.” Have children discuss why people like 

and do not like snow and record their responses in the 

appropriate column.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Do you live in a place where it snows a lot? Do you live 

in a place where it never snows?

• What do you think about snow?

English Learner Support 

 ■  ■  ■  I  snow. 

 ■  ■  I  snow because . 

 ■  What are your feelings about snow?

14–16

What does the author want readers to think about? 

(snow) 

Discuss Have children discuss the questions the author 

poses on these pages. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Some people ski on bright winter days. 

• Some people ride sleds. Other people just play. 

English Learner Support 

Point to each picture and explain what the 

children are doing. 

10–11

What do people who like snow do in the snow? (ski, 

ride sleds, play)

Discuss Have children discuss if they would like to ski, 

ride sleds, and play in the snow. Ask them to explain their 

answers. 

3
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INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• How can you determine the central idea of a text?

Central Idea

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to focus on the concept of Central Idea. For additional support on the concept, refer to the 

relevant Tabletop Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Snowy Days

• Why . . . Snow? Where . . . Snow? Who . . . Snow?

English Learner Support 

Read each section title in the Table of Contents. 

Point to each instance of the word snow as you 

read it. Have children repeat the word snow. 

Table of Contents

What is the topic of this book? (snow) How do you 

know? (The title of the book is Snowy Days. The Table of 

Contents shows most of the sections are about snow.) 

Guide Prompt children to look at each section title in 

the Table of Contents and see that snow is the connection 

among them. Explain that it tells them the topic of the 

book is snow. 

TEXT EVIDENCE 

• Why Does It Snow? 

• Snow comes from clouds. 

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  Snow comes from . 

 ■  ■   comes from . 

 ■  Where does snow come from?  

2–3

What detail about snow does the author give on this 

page? (Snow comes from clouds.) 

Create a Visual Begin a concept web. In the outer 

circles of the web add important details as you read. Tell 

children that paying attention to details will help them 

understand the central idea.  

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Snow falls in the winter.

• But it does not snow everywhere in the winter. 

• There can be snow in the mountains all year. That’s 

because it is very cold up there. 

• There is almost never snow in Florida. That is because 

it is too warm down there. 

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  Snow falls in . 

 ■  ■   falls .  

 ■  When and where does snow fall?    

4–7

What facts about snow do you learn on these pages? 

(Snow falls in the winter. It does not snow everywhere in the 

winter. It snows where it is cold. It almost never snows where 

it is warm.)

Discuss Have children talk about how these facts 

support the topic of the book.  

4
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Snowfall in February

• MAP CLUES

English Learner Support 

Display another map of the United States that 

has the state names labeled. Help children 

understand that Florida is a state, where it is 

located, and where it is in relation to their  

own state. 

8–9

What detail about snow does this map show? (where 

it snows) 

Reread Have children go back and reread page 7. Then 

point out the state of Florida on the map. Help children 

make a connection between the detail about snow in 

Florida on page 7 with what the map shows.  

TEXT EVIDENCE

• It is hard to see when it is snowing. 

• Shoveling snow is hard work.  

• PHOTO CLUES 

12–13

What details does the author give to support the 

idea that people do not like snow? (It’s hard to see 

when it is snowing; shoveling snow is hard work.)

Discuss Lead a discussion about the reasons people do 

not like snow. Ask children to share their opinion about 

these reasons.   

TEXT EVIDENCE

• What do you think about snow?  

English Learner Support 

Review each piece of the concept web with 

children, reviewing the text as necessary to help 

them understand how you came to the central 

idea. 

14–16

What is the central idea of this text? (People think 

different ways about snow.) 

Create a Visual Use the web you created to review the 

details to help children come up with the central idea of 

the text. Write the central idea in the center circle. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Lots of people like snow. Some people ski . . .  

• Some people ride sleds. Other people just play. 

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support 

Show pictures of people doing the different 

snow activities discussed in the book, including 

skiing, riding sleds, and playing in the snow. 

10–11

What details does the author give to support the 

idea that lots of people like snow? (some people ski; 

some people ride sleds; other people play)

Discuss Prompt children to talk more about the reasons 

why people like snow. Have them share reasons they like 

snow, or if it does not snow where you are, why they think 

they would like snow. 

5
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INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• How do the words authors choose help make their ideas clear? 

Content-Area Words

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to focus on the concept of Content-Area Words. For additional support on the concept, 

refer to the relevant Tabletop Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Snow comes from clouds. 

• Clouds are full of tiny water drops. 

English Learner Support

Show children pictures of different clouds to 

help them connect the word to its definition.   

2–3

Which word helps you understand where snow 

comes from? (clouds) 

Guide Remind children that authors often use words 

from science to tell about a topic, and there are different 

ways to figure out what these words mean. One way is to 

use the words near the unknown word. Have them reread 

page 2 and find the words the author uses to describe 

what a cloud is—tiny water drops. 

TEXT EVIDENCE 

• Snow falls in the winter. 

• But it does not snow everywhere in the winter. 

English Learner Support

Explain that winter is one of the four seasons. 

Show a picture of the seasons together so 

children can see where winter fits in with the 

other seasons. 

4–5

Why does the author use the word winter? (to help 

explain when snow falls) 

Reread Have children reread page 2 and recall that 

snowflakes form when water drops freeze. This means it 

has to be cold for snow to fall. Then have children reread 

pages 4–5 to understand that it snows only where it is 

cold during the winter.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• There can be snow in the mountains all year. That’s 

because it is very cold up there. 

• There is almost never snow in Florida. That is because 

it is too warm down there. 

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Explain to children that the names of specific 

places begin with a capital letter. Show them 

Florida on a map.

6–7

How can you figure out the meaning of the word 

mountains? (look at the photo) How can you figure out 

what Florida is? (I see a picture of a place, and the word is 

capitalized, so it is probably a specific place.)

Discuss Have children discuss what they learn about 

mountains and Florida from reading the text and looking 

at the photos.  

6
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Look at the map. Where did it snow?

• Snowfall in February

• MAP CLUES

English Learner Support 

Multiple-meaning word: key

Use pictures to demonstrate the difference 
between a key that unlocks something and a 
key on a map. Then explain that snowfall is a 
compound word made of two smaller words: 
snow and fall. 

8–9

How can you figure out what a map is? (The text says 

to look at the map, so I know the picture on the page is a 

map.) Why does the author use the word snowfall 

on the map? (The map shows where snow fell during 

February.) 

Guide Invite children to ask questions about the map to 

help them better understand why the author included it 

in this text. Then point to the word Key and ask children if 

they can figure out why this word is on the map.  

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Some people ski on bright winter days. 

• Some people ride sleds.  

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support 

Show children other pictures of people skiing 

and with sleds so they can see how they go 

down hills on snow. 

10–11

The author uses the words ski and sled to describe 

what people like to do in snow. How can you figure 

out what these words mean? (look at the photos for 

clues) 

Discuss Have children point to and discuss what they 

see in the photos that help them understand ski and sled. 

Have them discuss why people might like to do these 

things.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Shoveling snow is hard work.  

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support 

If possible, display a shovel and show children 

how it’s used.  

12–13

What do you see in the photo on page 13 that helps 

you understand the word shoveling? (The boy is 

holding a shovel and moving the snow; shoveling means to 

pick up something with a shovel.) 

Discuss Have children discuss why people need to 

shovel snow. Ask them what would make a shoveling  

job hard.  

TEXT EVIDENCE  

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support 

Lead children to understand that the phrases 

snows a lot and never snows have opposite 

meanings. 

14–16

Do the photos show places that snow a lot or where 

it never snows? (a lot) 

Create a Visual With children’s help, draw a picture that 

shows a place where it never snows. 

7
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Hands-On Activity

Melt Snow

• Make a mini snowman 

indoors out of real snow or 

shaved ice, or stack three ice 

cubes on top of each other.  

• Place a ruler next to your 

snowman. Then, using a 

stopwatch, see how long it 

takes the snowman to melt.   

• Write down the height 

of your snowman every 

minute.  

• Share your findings with the 

group.  

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that children will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

GENERATE INTEREST

• Why do some people like snow? Why do some people not like snow? 

• What do you like about snow? What don’t you like about it?  

Respond & Extend

Research Connection

Research Snowfall

• Search online to find places 

where it snows a lot each 

year. 

• Choose one of the places 

and find out how much it 

snowed there last year. 

• Write a sentence about 

the place you find. Use the 

sentence frame: It snows a 

lot in . Last year it 

snowed . 

• Share your research with the 

group. 

Project

Draw Snow Fun

• Think about how people 

have fun in the snow.   

• Draw a picture of you 

having fun in snow. Write 

a sentence to go with your 

picture. It is fun to  

in the snow. 

• Share your picture with the 

group. 

Response Writing

Write about Snow  

• Think about the questions 

the author asks at the end of 

the text.    

• Write a sentence that 

explains why you like or do 

not like snow. Draw a picture 

to go with your sentence. 

• Share with the group. 

Vocabulary & Language

Explore Snowy Words

•  Imagine you need to explain 

snow to someone who has 

never seen it before.   

• Use language from the text 

to write what you would tell 

the person, including clouds, 

water drops, freeze, and so on. 

• Take turns explaining snow to 

a partner. 
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