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Options for Teacher-Led Sessions
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Online Printables

Vocabulary Network 
Organizer

Oral Reading Record

Comprehension Quiz

Tabletop Minilessons: Reading

Text Features

Text Organization: Description

Informational Text

TEXT X-RAY

KEY IDEAS  LANGUAGE BACKGROUND & CULTURE

• Hummingbirds are the 

smallest birds.

• Their fast-moving wings make 

a humming sound.

• Many colorful kinds live all 

over the Americas.

• The smallest is about 2 inches 

long, and the largest is about 

8 inches.

• Long, thin beaks and long 

tongues help them feed.

• They can fly up, down, 

sideways, and upside down!

Key Vocabulary

wings (p. 2)

homes (p. 4)

beaks (p. 6)

tails (p. 6)

crowns (p. 6)

giant (p. 8)

feathers (p. 10)

special (p. 10)

tongues (p. 12)

jewels (p. 14)

Idiomatic Expressions

upside down (p. 14)

roll over (p. 14)

Before reading, do a picture 

walk, pointing out the different 

features in the book, such as 

the Table of Contents, map, and 

index. Talk about hummingbirds, 

such as their size, colors, 

and body parts. Ask children 

to share any knowledge or 

experiences they have had with 

a hummingbird, describing 

where they saw it and what it 

was doing. 

TEXT COMPLEXITY

READING LEVEL I  OVERALL RATING Slightly Complex

GENRE Informational Text

WHY THIS TEXT?

This text highlights hummingbirds: what they are, where they live, how they look, 

what they eat, and how they fly. Colorful close-up photos enhance details of the 

hummingbirds and their activities. Text features include a Table of Contents, section 

headings, a map with call-out photos, and an index, all elements to help children find 

and recall information.

VOCABULARY NETWORK

Words About Hummingbirds tiny (adj.), colorful (adj.), quickly (adv.)

1Flying Jewels
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GENERATE INTEREST

Prompt children to make predictions and share 

connections.

• What do you know about hummingbirds?

• What do you want to learn about hummingbirds?

BUILD VOCABULARY

Use the Vocabulary Network Organizer to develop 

vocabulary and explore language connections.

• tiny (adj.), colorful (adj.), quickly (adv.)

Key Ideas & Details

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Build comprehension of the text, using the prompts below as needed.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Hummingbirds are the smallest birds. Their wings move 

so fast that you can’t even see them! Their wings make a 

humming sound.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Point to and name details in the photos, such as 

the binoculars, hummingbirds, and flowers. Have 

children repeat the words after you.

What is the boy doing? (looking at hummingbirds through 

binoculars) What does the text tell you about these birds? 

(They’re small, their fast-moving wings make a humming sound.)

Reread Help children understand the connection between 

pronouns and nouns. Point to their and them in the second 

sentence on page 2 and prompt children to tell what their and 

them refer to. (their/hummingbirds’, them/wings) Have children 

reread the sentences using the nouns: Hummingbirds’ wings 

move so fast that you can’t even see the wings. Challenge 

children to explain what other pronouns on the page refer to.

2–3

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Where Do Hummingbirds Live? Hummingbirds have 

homes in many places. They live all over the Americas.

• PHOTO CLUES and MAP CLUES

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  Point to the map.

 ■  ■  The map shows where  live.

 ■  What part of the text does the map make clear?

Spanish cognate: mapa (map)

What kind of information does the author give about 

hummingbirds in this part of the text? (where they live)

Guide Read page 4, then guide children’s attention to the 

map. Ask children to tell how the map and call-out photos 

help them better understand the text. Remind them that 

informational text is about real people, places, things, and 

events. Prompt children to tell how they know this book is an 

informational text.

4–5

2
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Some have special beaks and fancy tails. Others look 

like they have crowns on their heads. 

• The smallest hummingbird . . . is about 2 inches long.

The largest . . . is about 8 inches long.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Ask children to tell differences in birds’ features 

in their home languages. Repeat it in English 

and have children repeat it.

6–9

Do all hummingbirds look alike? (No, some have special 

beaks, tails, or heads.) Are all hummingbirds the same 

size? (No, one kind is about 2 inches long and another is 

about 8 inches long.)

Discuss Prompt children to look for clues in the 

photos and text that point out the differences between 

hummingbirds, including differences in the birds’ heads, 

tails, and sizes. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• They can change colors!

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: especial (special)

10–11

What makes hummingbirds’ feathers special? (They 

can change colors.)

Guide Explain that the birds do not really change colors 

like a chameleon. Because their feathers are iridescent, 

or rainbow-like, they appear to change color as light hits 

the feathers from different angles.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Hummingbirds fly from flower to flower to get food.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Spanish cognate: flor (flower)

12–13

Where do hummingbirds get food? (from flowers)

Discuss Help children understand that the thin beak 

and tongue help the bird get to a sweet syrup that is 

inside a flower. 

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Hummingbirds look funny when they fly. 

Hummingbirds fly up, down, and to the side. They also 

fly upside down, and they roll over!

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Encourage children to add sketches to the 

concept web to help them connect words 

to concepts.

14–15

Why do the birds look funny when they fly? (They fly 

in all directions, even upside down.)

Create a Visual Reinforce the central idea of the book 

by creating a concept web. Label the center circle 

“Hummingbirds,” then have children review pages 

2–15 and name facts about hummingbirds. Add their 

responses in smaller circles to form a web.

3
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INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• How do special text features help readers understand the information?

Text Features

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to focus on the concept of Text Features. For additional support on the concept, refer to the 

relevant Tabletop Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Contents

• What Are Hummingbirds? . . . 2

• Where Do Hummingbirds Live? . . . 4

• What Do Hummingbirds Look Like? . . . 6

• How Are Hummingbirds’ Feathers Special? . . . 10

• How Do Hummingbirds Eat? . . . 12

• How Do Hummingbirds Fly? . . . 14

Table of Contents

What is listed in a Table of Contents? (sections/

chapters in a book) What do the section headings in 

this book have in common? (tell about hummingbirds; 

they are all questions)

Guide Explain that a Table of Contents helps readers 

find information. Point out that the section headings for 

this book ask questions. Clarify that the author answers 

the questions in the text. Prompt children to use the 

section headings to find information in the book.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• What Are Hummingbirds?

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  Point to the photos that show what the 
boy sees.

 ■  ■  The author uses  to describe.

 ■  Describe how the small photos tell about 
the text.

2–3

What is the section heading? (What Are 

Hummingbirds?) What text feature does the author 

use to give information about the hummingbird? 

(photos)

Discuss Explain that authors often use text features to 

add interest. Talk about how this author combines the 

photo of the boy looking through binoculars and the 

small, close-up photos of the hummingbirds.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• They live all over the Americas.

• North America, Central America, South America

• MAP CLUES and PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Review with children that a map is a picture of 

part of Earth as seen from above. The lines point 

to areas where hummingbirds live.

4–5

Why do you think the author includes a map in the 

book? (to help readers “see” what is in the text)

Reread Have children reread pages 4–5 to find the word 

Americas. Point to the map and read the labels. Clarify 

that there is North America, Central America, and South 

America. Clarify that together they are referred to as “the 

Americas.”

4
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• The smallest hummingbird is the bee hummingbird. 

It is about 2 inches long. The largest is the giant 

hummingbird. It is about 8 inches long.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Reread these pages with children, emphasizing 

each quality the author describes. Encourage 

children to point to the hummingbird that 

matches each description.

6–9

What part of the text does the photo on page 9 

help readers understand? (the sizes of the smallest and 

biggest hummingbirds)

Discuss Prompt children to understand that there is a 

connection between photos and text. The photo helps 

the reader “see” the information provided in the text. Ask 

children how the photos on pages 6–7 help them better 

understand what the author meant by special beaks, 

fancy tails, and crowns in the text about the birds’ looks. 

Then discuss how text and photos connect on pages 8–9.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Hummingbirds’ feathers can be many colors. . . . They 

can change colors!

• Hummingbirds’ beaks are long and thin. They have 

long tongues, too. Hummingbirds fly from flower to 

flower to get food. 

• Hummingbirds fly up, down, and to the side. They also 

fly upside down, and they roll over!

• PHOTO CLUES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SUPPORT

Use a toy animal to demonstrate the words 

upside down and roll over. Have children say the 

words as they make the animal move. 

10–15

How do the photos on these pages help you better 

understand the text? (shows colors of birds, how the long 

beak helps them eat, and how they fly)

Guide Follow the procedure of discussing the text 

features on a page and how they help readers. Be sure to 

talk about the action lines by the birds’ wings in both the 

illustration on page 14 and the photo on page 15. Discuss 

how these also help readers understand the text.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• beaks 6–7, 12–13

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Encourage children to draw sketches or 

pictures in their two-column chart to help them 

understand the different text features.

16

What kind of information do you find in an index? 

(words and page on which each is used) How does it help 

you find things in the book? (tells me where to look for 

that word) Where would you find the word beaks? (on 

pages 6 and 7, and on pages 12 and 13)

Create a Visual Make a two-column chart labeled “Text 

Feature” and “How It Helps.” Review each feature with 

children, such as Table of Contents, headings, photos, 

maps, and index. Have them tell how it helps them 

understand and remember what they read. Write their 

responses in the second column. 

5
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INTRODUCE THE DRIVING QUESTION

• How does the author organize the ideas in this text?

Text Organization

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Use the prompts below to focus on the concept of Text Organization. For additional support on the concept, refer 

to the relevant Tabletop Minilesson.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Hummingbirds are the smallest birds.

• Their wings make a humming sound.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  What sound does a hummingbird make?

 ■  ■  A hummingbird makes a  sound.

 ■  Why are hummingbirds called 
hummingbirds?

2–3

How does the author help you understand that 

hummingbirds are small? (with a photo of one next to 

tiny flowers) How does the author explain why they’re 

called hummingbirds? (wings make a humming sound)

Guide Explain that authors organize their ideas in 

ways that help readers understand them. Some authors 

organize information in chronological order, telling how 

things happen over time. But sometimes authors choose 

to describe details about a topic. They describe one thing 

about the topic, then another thing, and so on. Have 

children name the details that the author describes about 

hummingbirds on these pages.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• Where Do Hummingbirds Live? 

• They live all over the Americas. Many of them live 

where it is hot.

• PHOTO CLUES and MAP CLUES

English Learner Support

Pair English learners with stronger English 

speakers as they discuss the places and features 

on the map.

4–5

What does the author describe here? (where 

hummingbirds live) What does the author use to clarify 

the details in the text? (a map)

Discuss Talk about where hummingbirds live. Explain 

that the author included the map as another way of 

giving details. Discuss how the map makes it easier to 

visualize where the hummingbirds live.

6
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EL Support Key ■  ■  ■ Substantial ■  ■ Moderate ■ Light

TEXT EVIDENCE

• What Do Hummingbirds Look Like? 

• Some have special beaks and fancy tails. Others look 

like they have crowns on their heads.

• The smallest hummingbird is the bee hummingbird. 

It is about 2 inches long. The largest is the giant 

hummingbird. It is about 8 inches long.

• PHOTO CLUES

6–9

What details does the author give about a 

hummingbird’s looks? (special beaks, fancy tails, or 

crowns on heads, and sizes)

Reread Have children reread pages 6–9 to find evidence 

that the author is using a descriptive text structure. 

Point out how the heading tells what details will be in the 

section and the photos mirror descriptions in the text.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• How Are Hummingbirds’ Feathers Special? They can 

change colors!

• How Do Hummingbirds Eat? Hummingbirds’ beaks 

are long and thin. They have long tongues, too.

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

 ■  ■  ■  Point to the hummingbird’s beak.

 ■  ■  Hummingbirds have long, thin .

 ■  What do hummingbirds use to eat?

10–13

What headings does the author use to organize 

details? (How Are Hummingbirds’ Feathers Special? How 

Do Hummingbirds Eat?) How does the author describe 

their beaks? (long and thin) How does this help them 

eat? (They stick their long beaks and tongues into flowers to 

get food.)

Guide Point out that hummingbirds primarily eat flower 

nectar, a sweet liquid in plants. Explain that the birds 

need lots of food daily to get enough energy to flap their 

wings so fast. Their long tongues can lick nectar up to 13 

licks per second! Help children find information online to 

expand their knowledge of details about the birds.

TEXT EVIDENCE

• How Do Hummingbirds Fly? Hummingbirds look 

funny when they fly. Hummingbirds fly up, down, 

and to the side. They also fly upside down, and they 

roll over!

• PHOTO CLUES

English Learner Support

Encourage children to add sketches to the 

completed chart to help them connect words 

to concepts.

14–15

What heading does the author use in this section? 

(How Do Hummingbirds Fly?) How does the author 

describe the way hummingbirds fly? (says they look 

funny) Why? (They move in funny ways, like upside down 

and rolling over.)

Create a Visual Help children understand how to 

organize ideas by describing them. Create a concept 

web about hummingbirds. In the center circle, write 

“Hummingbirds.” In smaller circles around it, have 

children dictate details that describe hummingbirds, 

using the text as a source. Start them off by writing 

“the smallest birds” in one circle.

7
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Hands-On Activity

Test Bird Beaks

• Go online to find a bird beak 

experiment. You will use 

simple tools like straws, 

tweezers, and toothpicks 

to test which kind of 

beak works best to get 

different foods. 

• Draw pictures of the bird 

beaks and predict how each 

bird uses its beak to get 

food.

• Test the tools and record 

your findings. 

• Share your results with the 

group.

GUIDE INSTRUCTION

Explain that children will be using what they have read and their own opinions to respond to the text. Then assign 

and support one or more of the activities below.

GENERATE INTEREST

• What sound do hummingbirds make?

• How are hummingbirds different from other birds?

Respond & Extend

Research Connection

Read about Life Cycles

• Research the life cycle of a 

hummingbird. Search online 

or read nonfiction books.

• Write about what you 

learned.

• Create a diagram to show 

the steps in the life cycle.

• Share your research with 

the group.

Response Writing

Write a Science Article

• Imagine that you see a 

hummingbird. 

• Write a science article to tell 

what you observed. Include 

some facts that you learned.

• Complete these sentences: 

I saw a . It was 

. And it .

• Share your science article 

with the group.

Project

Hum Like a Hummingbird

• Use a pencil to poke a small 

hole about 2-inches from 

one end of a paper tube.

• Wrap waxed paper tightly 

over the end of the tube and 

hold it in place with a rubber 

band. Be sure not to cover 

the small hole.

• Place the open end of the 

tube over your mouth and 

make a humming sound.

• Discuss how hummingbirds 

really “hum.”

Vocabulary & Language

Explore Describing Words

• Look through the text to find 

the words thin, funny, and 

colorful. 

• Think of more words to 

describe hummingbirds. 

For example, lively, tiny, or 

energetic.

• Draw a hummingbird shape 

on paper.

• Discuss with the group 

other ways to describe 

hummingbirds. Write all 

suggested words around the 

hummingbird.
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