
 

 

 
Extending Emergency Executive Order 20-27 

Extending the Period Provided for Relief from Regulations to Motor Carriers and 
Drivers Operating in the State of Minnesota 

I, Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Commissioner of Transportation of the State of Minnesota, by 
the authority granted to me by Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 221.0269, subdivision 2, issue the 
following Order: 

The COVID-19 pandemic presents an unprecedented challenge to our State, and Minnesota has taken 
extraordinary steps to prevent and respond to the pandemic. On March 13, 2020, Governor Tim Walz 
issued Executive Order 20-01 and declared a peacetime emergency because this pandemic, an act of 
nature, threatens the lives of Minnesotans, and local resources are inadequate to address the threat. On 
April 13, 2020, after notifying the Legislature, the Governor issued Executive Order 20-35, extending 
the peacetime emergency declared in Executive Order 20-01. 

In response to the need for assistance to ensure that drivers and trucks are available to transport 
fertilizer to enable farmers to complete spring crop planting, and that there is reliable access to feed for 
maintaining healthy animals, Governor Walz issued Emergency Executive Order 20-27 declaring an 
emergency and providing relief from regulations for motor carriers and drivers operating in Minnesota. 
The conditions described in Emergency Executive Order 20-27 are ongoing and will extend beyond the 
expiration date of May 3, 2020, provided in the initial declaration.  

Farming and agricultural operations are important sectors that help make up the economic landscape of 
Minnesota and contribute to the vitality of our State. These industries are experiencing instability and 
significant difficulties due to the COVID-19 pandemic, including a considerable decrease in the 
employee workforce, and the closure of many processing plants throughout the Midwest region.  
 
With the ongoing spread of COVID-19, especially in rural areas of the state, there are heightened 
concerns within the agricultural industry and community about the decrease in the commercial driver 
workforce and the risk it poses to efficient movement of agricultural commodities. Many carriers and 
drivers are being diverted from transporting feed to assist with the transportation of livestock and 
animal carcasses, which is creating disruptions in the efficient movement of feed. While the planting 
season in Minnesota is already underway, the agricultural community has reported issues with the 
transportation of fertilizer, specifically in the northwest and southeast regions of the state. In these 
areas, there are logistical challenges with getting fertilizer from the terminals, to the co-ops and out to 
the fields in a timely manner.  

Relief is needed to facilitate the safe and efficient movement of livestock feed and fertilizer used for 
spring crop planting, commodities which are essential to the economic security and viability of many 
farming operations in Minnesota. Strict enforcement of certain hours of service regulations would 
prevent or hinder the efficient transportation of these commodities. 



For these reasons, I order that: 

1. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 221.0269, subdivision 2, conditions exist in 
Minnesota that require relief from regulations incorporated in Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 
221.0314, subdivision 9, pertaining to hours of service for carriers and drivers of commercial 
motor vehicles providing direct assistance to the emergency relief efforts described in this 
Executive Order. 
  

2. Motor carriers and drivers providing direct assistance to emergency relief efforts by 
transporting livestock feed or fertilizer used for spring crop planting are exempted from 
paragraphs (b) and (c) under the Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 395.3, which are 
incorporated in Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 221.0314, subdivision 9, pertaining to hours 
of service. 
  

3. Nothing in this Executive Order shall be construed to relieve motor carriers and drivers 
providing direct assistance to emergency relief efforts by transporting livestock feed or 
fertilizer used for spring crop planting from the requirements under paragraph (a) of the Code 
of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 395.3, which states, in part, a driver may drive only 11 
hours during a period of 14 consecutive hours after coming on duty following 10 consecutive 
hours off duty. 
  

4. This Executive Order does not relieve motor carriers and drivers providing direct assistance to 
emergency relief efforts from regulations pertaining to driver qualifications; driving of 
commercial motor vehicles; commercial drivers’ licenses; drug and alcohol testing for drivers; 
or equipment, parts, and accessories necessary for the safe operation of vehicles. 
 

5. No motor carrier operating under the terms of this Executive Order shall require or allow a 
fatigued or ill driver to operate a commercial motor vehicle. A driver who informs a carrier that 
he or she needs immediate rest shall be relieved of all duty and responsibilities and given at 
least 10 consecutive hours off duty before the driver is required to return to service.  
 

6. Upon the expiration date of this Executive Order, or when a driver or carrier has been relieved 
of all duty and responsibility to provide direct assistance to the emergency relief efforts, a 
driver is required to comply with paragraphs (b) and (c) under the Code of Federal Regulations, 
title 49, part 395.3, by taking 34 consecutive hours off duty before the driver is required to 
return to service. 

This extension of Emergency Executive Order 20-27 is effective at 12:00 AM Central Standard Time 
on May 4, 2020, and must be filed with the Secretary of State. Emergency relief from regulations for 
motor carriers and drivers transporting livestock feed or fertilizer used for spring crop planting remains 
in effect for 30 days from the date of this Order, or until the direct assistance has ended, whichever 
occurs first. For purposes of this Order, and as defined in Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 221.0269, 
subdivision 3, paragraph (c), direct assistance to an emergency relief effort terminates when a driver or 
commercial motor vehicle is used to transport cargo not destined for the emergency relief effort, or 
when the carrier dispatches that driver or vehicle to another location for operations in regular 
commerce.    



 
 
Signed on May 1, 2020. 

_____________________________________ 
      Margaret Anderson Kelliher 
      Commissioner  
Filed According to Law: 

_____________________________________ 
Steve Simon 
Secretary of State 
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Secretary of State
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