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The Santa Fe Art Institute hosts Open Studio on February 16, 5-7pm
The Santa Fe Art Institute will be hosting an Open Studio on February 16, 5-7pm at the Santa Fe Art
Institute. Open Studios are an opportunity for Artists and Writers in Residence to share what they
have been making, thinking and writing during their time in residence. Introductions and readings
will be held at 6pm in the SFAI lounge. Playwright Yvette Sirker (New Orelans), installation artist
Aida Sehovic (Bosnia/Vermont), painter Che Chen (New York) and sculptor Thomas Hlavina (Prague)
are a few of the artists and writers that will be present at the Open Studio. The community is invited
to attend this exciting chance to dialogue with contemporary art makers and writers. The event is free
of charge and refreshments are provided.
Yvette Sirker (New Orleans) is a playwright, producer, director and actor from New Orleans. “Pink
Collar Crime” addresses the role of corporate greed in the destruction of the unique city of New
Orleans, an issue confronted by a group of New Orleans residents as their city is left vulnerable by
environmental diminishment.
Che Chen (New York) will be working on a series of large scale works on paper that reflect weather,
botanical, natural and architectural forms.

Untitled, 2002, 12x8”, ink on paper.
Aida Sehovic (Bosnia and Herzegovina/Vermont) states of her practice, “I grew up in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, where coffee drinking is the foundation of our culture, tradition and identity. As
refugees and immigrants living in America, this is one custom that we managed to keep…Most recently, I completed an installation with 1,327 coffee cups commemorating the first identified victims of the
biggest massacre of the war in my home country.”
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Jill Maio (Philadelphia) will be working on her novel in progress, The Pigeons. This novel
tells the intertwining stories of Lilly Bishop and Cisco Torres, beginning when they are fifteen
years old in the fictional town of Tyron, Washington.
Deena Schnitman (Massachusetts) Schnitman works primarily with paste paper, a medium
which can be traced back to the sixteenth century when it was used for both book covers and
end papers. Schnitman uses paste paper to explore patterns and colors found in nature.
Maureen Gibbon (Minnesotta) is working on a novel entitled Black Ribbon. This work is
loosely based on the early life of Victorine Meurent, the young woman who posed for Manet in
the 1860's for some of his best-known paintings, including “Olympia” and “Le Dejeuner sur
l'Herbe.” Her work fictionally explores her relationship with him during the time in which
“Olympia” was created and exhibited.
Thomas Hlavina (Prague) is working on a series of large objects and installations inspired
by the logic book “Categories” by Aristotle. His work is a type of visual metaphor, and allows
various interpretations of ideas and images.

Scissors, 2005, 114x28”, wood.
SFAI Artist and Writer Residencies are supported by the Pollock-Krasner Foundation, Lannan
Foundation and Trust for Mutual Understanding, Joan Mitchell Foundation, Witter Bynner
Foundation and the Writers Foundation.
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