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SANTA FE ART INSTITUTE
presents
Gay Block
“Bertha Alyce: Mother exPosed”

Public Lecture & Discussion: Tuesday, July 15, 7 pm

On Tuesday, July 15, the Santa Fe Art Institute will offer an informal lecture with photographer
Gay Block, who will present slides and video from an extensive biographical/autobiographical
project. The evening’s event is hosted by the New Mexico Council on Photography and organized
in conjunction with PhotoArts Santa Fe, a 10-day biennial celebration of the photographic arts in
Santa Fe. The lecture will take place at 7 p.m. in Tipton Hall on the College of Santa Fe campus. 

Gay Block photographed Bertha Alyce, her unusual and difficult mother, from the day she bought
her first camera in 1973 until Bertha Alyce’s death in 1991. This project, which reveals the
redemption of both mother and daughter, has resulted images that will be presented in three for-
mats: the book, Bertha Alyce: Mother exPosed (University of New Mexico Press, 2003), a travel-
ing exhibition that originates at the UNM Art Museum in July, and a 24-minute video. Gay Block
will show the video and slides to examine the process—both photographic and personal—of cre-
ating biographical/autobiographical work. The lecture will be followed by a discussion with the
audience. 

Block’s career as a portrait photographer includes projects that take as their subject girls at sum-
mer camp, retired people of Miami's South Beach, grocery employees in Texas, and clothed and
nude diptychs. Her landmark work with writer Malka Drucker, RESCUERS: Portraits of Moral
Courage in the Holocaust, both a book and traveling exhibit, has been seen in over 50 venues in
the U.S. and abroad, including the Museum of Modern Art, New York, in 1992. Block’s photo-
graphs are in numerous museums and private collections including the Museum of Modern Art in
New York and San Francisco, and The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. Block also collaborated
with Drucker for White Fire: A Portrait of Women Spiritual Leaders in America (Skylight Paths,
2003). 

Lecture tickets are $5 and are available at the door. Showing concurrently at SFAI is Reverse, a
photography exhibit of work by five emerging New Mexico photographers and their mentors.
Reverse runs July 12 – 25, with an opening reception July 12, 4 – 6 pm. It is curated by SFAI and
organized in conjunction with PhotoArts Santa Fe. 

The lecture and Reverse exhibition are elements of the Santa Fe Art Institute’s 2003 Uncommon
Ground: Manmade series. For more information on the series, please visit SFAI’s website at
www.sfai.org or call 505-424-5050. The Santa Fe Art Institute is located at 1600 St. Michael’s
Drive, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505. Uncommon Ground: Manmade is funded in part with sup-
port from The Burnett Foundation, Lannan Foundation, and The McCune Charitable Foundation. 
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