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SANTA FE ART INSTITUTE
presents
Nancy Holt
“Three Decades of Sculpture”

Public Lecture: Monday, June 30, 2003

On Monday, June 30, 2003, the Santa Fe Art Institute will offer a lecture by sculptor
Nancy Holt as part of its Uncommon Ground: Manmade series. “Three Decades of
Sculpture” is a slide lecture in which Holt will present her environmental, site-specific out-
door sculptures and her indoor gallery and museum installations since 1970. A discussion
will follow the lecture. This event is open to the public and will take place at 6 p.m. in
Tipton Hall on the College of Santa Fe campus. 

Nancy Holt’s sculptures emerge out of the environment and are intimately connected to the
topography, psychology, and history of each place. Patterns of sunlight and moonlight,
astronomical alignments, and water reflections are intrinsic to many of Holt’s works.
Recent sculptures use basic systems of technology such as plumbing, electricity, drainage,
and heating to create labyrinthian structures that the viewer can enter and operate.
Ecological issues play an essential role in projects such as Sky Mound, a proposal for
reclaiming a 57-acre landfill in New Jersey as a park/artwork, and Up and Under, a
sculpture that reclaims a sand quarry in Nokia, Finland, as art and restores the site for
the community. 

A pioneer in site-specific public sculpture, Holt also makes films and videos, artist’s books,
and installations. Among her public art projects are Sun Tunnels in the Utah desert; Dark
Star Park in Arlington, Virginia; Catch Basin in Toronto, Canada; and Sole Source in
Dublin, Ireland. Holt has been the subject of numerous one-person exhibitions and partici-
pated in many group exhibitions in the United States and abroad at venues such as the
Museum of Modern Art and the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York; Museum
of Modern Art, Paris; and the Tate Modern Museum, London. She is the recipient of five
National Endowment for the Arts Fellowships and a Guggenheim Fellowship, among
many other distinguished awards. 

Lecture tickets are $5 and are available at the door. For more information on the
Uncommon Ground: Manmade series, please visit SFAI’s website at www.sfai.org or call
505-424-5050. The Santa Fe Art Institute is located at 1600 St. Michael’s Drive, Santa
Fe, New Mexico 87505. 

Uncommon Ground: Manmade is funded in part with support from The Burnett
Foundation, Lannan Foundation, and The McCune Charitable Foundation.
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