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National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST) & Freelancer.com launch
$1m innovation challenge

The new four-phase challenge is seeking US contestants to help advance
life-saving emergency command dashboards

SYDNEY, Australia - 6 June 2022 - Freelancer.com (ASX: FLN, OTCQX: FLNCF), the
world’s largest freelancing and crowdsourcing marketplace by number of users and jobs
posted, today announced a new challenge hosted by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), in collaboration with LMI.

Titled Command Dashboard Integrating Next-Gen Technology (CommanDING Tech)
Challenge, the aim is to advance incident command dashboard technologies that would
allow for real-time tracking of assets, personnel, and objects of interest during
emergency crisis scenarios.

The challenge has a prize pool of US$1,000,000 that will be awarded to successful
contestants over four phases. The final phase will give winners the opportunity to
demonstrate their prototypes live  to NIST and the public safety community.

Prizes will be awarded throughout all four phases. Best-in-class awards, travel awards,
and public safety collaboration awards are some of the awards that will be distributed to
support the contestants as they advance through the challenge.

"Our grant programs and prize challenges help us make great leaps forward in solving
public safety concerns by initiating collaboration with industry, academia and the public
safety community," said Dereck Orr, chief of NIST's Public Safety Communications
Research (PSCR) division.

“The CommanDING Tech Challenge will encourage innovation for developing
user-friendly, next-generation interfaces designed for and with public safety, while
showcasing the latest capabilities of PSCR research areas like IoT, analytics, and

https://www.freelancer.com/


location-based services. We can't wait to see the innovators' concepts and prototypes
for public safety incident command dashboards."

“The CommanDING Tech Challenge is Freelancer's biggest challenge yet,” Matt Barrie,
Chief Executive at Freelancer.com. “It will also be one of the most important challenges
we’ve ever run as it will directly impact how first responders save lives. We’re excited to
see how freelancers on the platform can reimagine command dashboards and come up
with innovative designs that will be used by firefighters, police, and EMS in emergency
situations.”

The leader of each team participating must be a United States citizen or permanent
resident of its territories. If a company is participating, they must be incorporated and
maintain a primary place of business in the United States or its territories.

Ideal contestants will have experience in emergency response dashboards, UI/UX and
software development, data science, Internet of Things (IoT), telecommunications or
other related fields.

To register and learn more about the CommanDING Tech Challenge, visit:
www.freelancer.com/nist/first-responder-dashboard

CommanDING Tech Challenge Information

The purpose of this challenge is to leverage existing mobile and web-based technology
to offer high-functioning, user-friendly Incident Command Dashboards to First
Responders.

Incident Commands (IC) do not currently have a trustworthy, tested technology for
responding to emergency situations, and instead currently rely on writing all emergency
information by hand.

This challenge will aim to bring together first responders, video analytics professionals,
public safety experts, and contestants to advance and enhance the role of augmented
reality interfaces in public safety.

Contestants will be welcomed to submit dashboards designed in virtual reality,
augmented reality, web-based, mobile, etc., but must ensure the dashboard is accessible
for use in a mobile environment by first responders.



The challenge will be split into four phases:

Phase 1: In Phase 1 of the challenge, contestants must submit a concept paper
describing their existing dashboard or plans for creating an incident command
dashboard. Up to 15 contestants will win awards and advance to Phase 2 of the
challenge.

Phase 2: In Phase 2, contestants will be working on developing their prototype. They
must document the progress they have made on their dashboard, including their ability
to work with emulated sensor data and will partner with a public safety official. Up to 8
teams will be awarded and continue to Phase 3 of the challenge.

Phase 3: For Phase 3, each contestant will be invited to a Government facility in Boulder,
CO, where judges will evaluate their dashboards running through an emergency scenario
using simulated data. Up to 6 teams that are able to meet the minimum requirements
will be awarded and the top 4 teams will be invited to Phase 4 of the challenge.

Phase 4: In Phase 4, the top 4 contestants will demonstrate their dashboards to the
judges and public safety community in a live event. Contestants will respond to a staged
public safety emergency in a multi-story building. All four teams will be eligible for a
variety of awards, which include travel funds to future PSCR Stakeholder Meetings to
demonstrate their technology.

######

About Freelancer.com

Twelve-time Webby award-winning Freelancer.com is the world’s largest freelancing and
crowdsourcing marketplace by total number of users and projects posted. More than 55
million registered users have posted over 21 million projects and contests to date in over
2,000 areas as diverse as website development, logo design, marketing, copywriting,
astrophysics, aerospace engineering and manufacturing. Freelancer owns Escrow.com,
the leading provider of secure online payments and online transaction management for
consumers and businesses on the Internet with over US$5 billion in transactions
secured. Freelancer also owns Freightlancer & Loadshift, enterprise freight marketplaces
with over 550 million kilometers of freight posted since inception. Freelancer Limited is
listed on the Australian Securities Exchange under the ticker ASX:FLN and is quoted on
OTCQX Best Market under the ticker FLNCF.



About NIST
Founded in 1901, NIST is a non-regulatory federal agency within the U.S. Department of
Commerce. NIST's mission is to promote U.S. innovation and industrial competitiveness
by advancing measurement science, standards, and technology in ways that enhance
economic security and improve our quality of life. To learn more about NIST, visit
NIST.gov.

Since 2002, NIST’s Public Safety Communications Research Division (PSCR) has worked
to drive innovation and advance public safety communication technologies through
cutting-edge research and development. PSCR works directly with first responders and
the solver community to address public safety’s urgent need to access the same
broadband communications and state-of-the-art technologies that consumers on
commercial networks now expect.”
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