
 

Step 1: Infographics 101 
 

 
1. What Are Infographics? 
 
Information+Graphic=Infographic. Infographics¥ are visual images such as charts or 
diagrams used to represent information or data. 
 
Read more about Infographics in SIRS Issues Researcher: 
❏  Making Infographics | KQED Teach (Website) 
❏ Creative Visual Representation (Magazine) 
❏   It's Not What You Look At, It's What You See: Data Visualization Tools Update 
(Magazine) 
 
2. What Are the Types of Infographics? 

  
Infographics are usually displayed as one or a combination of these types: 

  
Compare/Contrast: Illustrates notable similarities or differences as a table or simply a 
list with graphics. 

  
Geographic: Displays data with a location map (e.g., smoking rates per state in the U.S.). 

  
Hierarchy: Demonstrates a chart with levels (e.g., organizational chart). 

  
Information: Similar to a poster, summarizes information from an article or other 
research visually. 

  
Process: Demonstrates a process as a how-to (e.g., a recipe), to teach the workings of 
an object or principle (e.g., photosynthesis), or flow chart to show choices in a decision 
process. 

  
Time-Oriented: Displays data over a chronological time period (e.g., timeline). 

  
Statistical: Showcases one or more graphs, tables or lists to display data. 

  
Word Cloud: Displays a cluster of words to show associations between words or 
concepts. 

*"English Language Arts Standards." Common Core State Standards Initiative, 2020. Web. 12 November 2020.  
¥ "Oxford Dictionaries.” Oxford University Press, 2020. Web. 12 November 2020. 

Common Core Standard* 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.7 Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research 
data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text. 

http://sks.sirs.com/
http://sks.sirs.com/
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2443135929?searchid=1600360920&accountid=172649
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/making-infographics-kqed/making-infographics/#.X67XMMhKiUl
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2443140684?searchid=1605299859&accountid=172649
https://explore.proquest.com/sirsissuesresearcher/document/2443135929?searchid=1605300077&accountid=172649
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/7/


 

 
3. What Is the Structure of an Infographic? 
 
Every infographic is made up of at least 3 parts: 
 
Layout: This refers to the visual design of the infographic, including objects, graphs, 
fonts, lines, colors, photos, and icons. Every design choice has a purpose. 
 
Content: This is the research component, including text, dates, statistics, locations and 
citations. Data should be accurate and cited for sources. 
 
Story: This refers to the claim or conclusion of the infographic. A story ties together the 
layout and content. Every infographic conveys a central message to the audience. 
 

Source: Jet Propulsion Laboratory Infographics 
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Common Core Standard* 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.7 Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, 
research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text. 

http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/index.php
http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/index.php
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/7/


 

 
 
4. Where Do You Find Infographics in ProQuest SIRS Issues Researcher?  
 
Find infographics by performing a search for “infographic” then filtering source types to 
images. 
 

 
 

List the titles of three examples: 

Example 1: _____________________________________________________ 

Example 2: ________________________________________________________ 

Example 3: ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Step 2: Analyze Infographics 

Select one of your example infographics from step one to analyze. 
 

Layout 
 
5. What is the type of infographic?  
 
Compare/Contrast Geographic Hierarchy 
Information Process Time-Oriented 
Statistical   Word Cloud 
 

*"English Language Arts Standards." Common Core State Standards Initiative, 2020. Web. 12 November 2020.  
¥ "Oxford Dictionaries.” Oxford University Press, 2020. Web. 12 November 2020. 

Common Core Standards* 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of 
the text as a whole. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/11-12/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/1/


 

6. List all the visuals you can find that the author uses to illustrate and organize 
information. Consider use of colors, objects, shapes, fonts, icons, and white 
space. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

Content 

7. What data (dates, statistics, facts) are provided? How old is the data? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

8. Are the author(s) of the infographic and source(s) of the data cited? List what 
you find. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Are the author(s) and source(s) credible? Explain. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. Are the author(s) and source(s) biased? Explain. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 

*"English Language Arts Standards." Common Core State Standards Initiative, 2020. Web. 12 November 2020.  
¥ "Oxford Dictionaries.” Oxford University Press, 2020. Web. 12 November 2020. 

Need Help? 

What Is a Credible Source? The most credible sources are official organizations or known experts in a 
field who regularly report on a topic. 

What Is Bias? ¥ Prejudice in favor of or against one thing, person, or group compared with another, 
usually in a way considered to be unfair. 

Common Core Standard* 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented 
in diverse formats and media (e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address a question 
or solve a problem. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/11-12/7/


 

Story 
 
11. What is the central message of the infographic? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
12. How do the words, phrases, data, and visuals illustrate the central message? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. What is the author(s)’ purpose in using visuals to convey the central message? 
Is it to inform, persuade, or entertain? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. Who is the intended audience of this infographic? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. Do you think this infographic is effective in conveying its message? Why? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 
 
 

*"English Language Arts Standards." Common Core State Standards Initiative, 2020. Web. 12 November 2020.  
¥ "Oxford Dictionaries.” Oxford University Press, 2020. Web. 12 November 2020. 

Did You Know? 

Understanding infographics is a key skill for college and career readiness. The skill is called visual 
literacy—the ability to interpret, recognize, and understand information presented visually. 

Common Core Standard* 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.7 Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in 
words in a text into visual form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed 
visually or mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/9-10/7/


 

Step 3: Apply Knowledge 

Create Infographics 

Using what you have learned, create your own infographic. 
 
❏ Choose a topic. Select a Leading Issue for a compelling topic or choose your own. 

Layout 
 
❏ Select a program. There are many options to create infographics including Microsoft 
(Word, Excel, PowerPoint), Piktochart, easel.ly, visual.ly, wordle, to name a few. 
 
❏ Decide the type(s) of infographic: Compare/Contrast  Geographic  Hierarchy 
Information Process  Time-Oriented  Statistical  Word Cloud. 
 
❏ Use visuals. Use fonts, colors, icons, and objects to enhance your infographic. 
 
Content 
 
❏ Select and organize data. Choose data that is recent and relevant. 
 
❏ Cite sources. Make sure sources are credible. 
 
Story 
 
❏ Convey your central message clearly. Use visuals and text to inform, persuade or 
entertain. 
 
❏ Keep audience in mind. Make sure the message is relevant to audience (student, 
professional or public at large). 
 
❏ Review and share. Share your infographic with someone to make sure your 
message is understood. 
 
Use your infographic skills to enhance your next project! 
 

*"English Language Arts Standards." Common Core State Standards Initiative, 2020. Web. 12 November 2020.  
¥ "Oxford Dictionaries.” Oxford University Press, 2020. Web. 12 November 2020. 


