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Memorials represent a part of our society’s socialmemory. It reflects the urban and cultural identity of a
people. In the summer of 2020, we saw community members unite together, demanding to become the
curators of their cities. People began to determine which memorials, statues, and monuments should continue
to take space, and which should be reconsidered. Public memorials that reflect, remember, and celebrate the
history that community members want to be engrained as their social memory has become an increased
priority. The case of the Chicago Torture Survivors falls nothing short of this. The demand for reparations
and the promised memorial included in the historic reparations package is one of the reasons why I decided

to take this approach for my final.

My ability to create this memorial is in solidarity and dedication to the intangible memorials that are being
built today to remember the Chicago Torture Survivors. With the Chicago Police Torture Archive, the way we
memorialize can transcend all boundaries. In my work, I hope to create an experience where people can come

and be immersed in a living breathing story, an archive that has voice and life.

The memorial would be located in the South Rose Garden in the heart of the loop at Grant Park. The
memorial should be easily accessible and visible to the entire public, whether they be tourists or community

members.

The construction of the memorial was done rather intentionally. 121 panels center the flowerbed that sits at
the eye of the memorial. 120 of those panels representthe survivors that were recognized by the city of
Chicago in the reparations packages. However, the final panel was included to recognize survivors who did
not come forward or could. The panels are all placed in a series of circles that fit like Russian dolls,

progressively getting smaller in size to fit within one another.

The panels’ outward-facing side displays the survivors’ names and a brief description of the flower thatis
drawn throughout their portrait. On the other side of the panel that faces inward towards the flowerbed, the

panel serves as a canvas to the survivors’ portrait.

The idea of constructing the survivors’ faces to be facing the interior provokes a similar experience to how
the Chicago Torture Cases were known by the public. Those who were unaware, or ignored what they knew;,
stood at the outside, not seeing or acknowledging or believing the faces, stories, or experiences of survivors.

At times, when walking around the outside of the panels,you can see glimpses of the survivors’ faces from
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the adjacent side. Even removed, and not involved within the circles themselves, everyone can assume and

never lose sight of the survivors and their faces.

To see the full faces, to hear the real voices, memorial goers must walk between and with survivors. Memorial
goers must make the active choice to see the survivors in full, to be immersed by the faces, stories, and life
that is the survivors. This experience parallels that of the organizers, advocates, lawyers, family members,and
community allies who were in it - some by choice, others by force. By entering in, the memorial goers take

responsibility and agency for listening, believing, and taking forward what they are now a part of.

Each portrait of the survivor includes a drawing ofa specific flower that holds a unique meaning that
embodies some aspect of the survivor. LaTanya is drawn with gerbera daisies that signify purity and
rejuvenation. Darrell is drawn with coneflowers to signify strength and healing. And Anthony is drawn

alongside gladioluses that signify honor and remembrance.

At each panel, there is a hanging telephone attached to its side. With the phone, memorial goers can pick up
the phone to hear words from the survivor themselves. The survivors’ reflections center questions such as
what brings them joy, how do you want to be remembered, what grounds you, and where do you want people
to go from here? Again, the action of physically pickingup the phone, holding it, and listening to the
survivors' stories requires action on the part of the memorial goers. It creates an intimate expetrience whete
only the individual holding the phone, pressing the speaker against their ear, can hear the voices of the

survivors.

As mentioned, these panels center around the focal flowerbed. The flowerbed will house the diverse range of
tflowers depicted in the survivors’ portraits that I described earlier. Here, the symbolic strength, power, grace,
and resilience of the flowers will be centered around the faces and voices of survivors. As the park is centered
around the expansive greenery of Grant Park - memorialgoers can buy seeds and sprouted flowers of the
plants drawn in the survivors' portraits. With these seeds and sprouted flowers, memorial goers will be
encouraged to plant their flowers all across the Park area. The concept of this is to expand the boundsof the
memorial - opening the experience and memory to all who see the flowers across the largest park seated

tirmly at the center of the city.

A memorial builds and constructs social memory. My intention of this memorial is for the memory to be told

by the voices of survivors, engrained by the legacyof their faces.
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The video is from the perspective of an attendee of the memorial. You will be seated at the eye of the
memorial, standing next to the flowerbed, picking up the phone, and hearing the voices of survivors. This
video is a glimpse of the experience I hope memorial goers would feel as they walk through this living,

breathing story.
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Portraits:
Darrell Cannon

Anthony Im

LaTanya Sublett

Memorial:
Blueprint

Interior

Video link:
Via Youtube

References:

CT]M: Testimonies, Torture Survivors' Roundtable - Memorial Ideas by CT]M
The Effects of Public Memortials on Social Memory and Urban Identity by Ebru Erbas Gutler, Basak Ozer

Chicago Police Torture Archive by CPTA
Darrell Interview from the Torture Machine Book Tour at Seminary Co-Op


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xkMNBMVi8DDl2twNgMsFtni8qYzF_o1C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Uab1tTR_NRmdbltLZ7WPvimU4-ntzyxN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H9lv0YC_AlrqLpH0-BcPs7uUgqDWcj1j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o6BZjmE18V3UWKCxHc0TYB_fb7sqG1Jg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yh2X_hUmYcyAtWXO-AcP2OITIUFNvMY9/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/3bWKep3Q2Ho
https://chicagotorture.org/reparations/history/
https://pdf.sciencedirectassets.com/277811/1-s2.0-S1877042813X00151/1-s2.0-S1877042813014286/main.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjELP%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQC6qhLd0bUbYz57YQ9P93U%2BZ%2BuI%2BEgjlXtBtja9TqPUSgIgA8Fkr2nX7rrg2AfPjdVyIBmix0n5uQFxSve3lQB7GI0qvQMIq%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FARADGgwwNTkwMDM1NDY4NjUiDCQM269txPv8ElZ53yqRAyHZVUsJBECZWW6NN7PbGmtPbCOf5CDAP1%2FZMvd3NSihghei6yHXzr%2BuOzIfYqYiv9l9%2BFNTsmL%2BCWnF%2Bwbqf3M%2BQw5ARaATtPM%2FufiAJBDm230gis5%2F4x5MuFYgqI5eGUqcwnX6w8V68VHdNW26KJjXDb78ZK64CLzOQ3%2Biky%2FqVSpGP9V%2BzJDzVd1NUelOBQrE5aVUp8OXeaEqOV4DraWRcXwbW2Yq2bOrV7KD6Lp276rdBPJ4AZx0iwM0muLHrVOGHuXMX1Ogelct%2FfKCIrKhReb%2FwOM5TnxWGcHYjrVGCCYwCp5sx3hfIGjahnz88sAvQArPXWqvBQkngm03fl%2BVxsJPRO6b%2FsBiixasaBkOpZxQzuFmLjQ8u5vsT2D3QA0WOefsHcakmKE0R34LTUaoqJkWiQInlIRYsxG%2FJB5cUIEyDkLlNH7iPxXHjTC5o%2FoxOKhOwgUpFWNi7UWcAl6wCRXcDcVps9bwiVtVK%2Bf3c0IlyEBSIh7D0bOEMGF9z77I1%2BsPwbSBUhJt0ycsf3aHMPXEkIEGOusBWG2qgVQ8KqavxeUlGtioInndlscl3C7TLTW9zP5JgkWO3cKxa80YXcKDtMrZLrRKiGQvrdSktbLjyP9TJsb4oSOn9gbRACGcqUeRVaRTfMKBBXRRvuEI39111N%2B9FA46R9h8I8naUJYW%2BjcYFouIWxQldR3CIv%2Fylu3o1%2FrIAHn%2Bi1hu9BdbpqCZ%2Fh0sr0iB4j7QZZ3ckJV4gEiPXrLgQJCo8hGMB8TzrWw35ua%2BnLYNPDYhkZyOHmcT0n8aIQAB4l0DSseC7iUlBCQe9nAoJWr0HZUBGX%2BL6eJ5%2FQELOKNHoKJnRfPHOo6Otw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20210210T194206Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQ3PHCVTYWJKLGOML%2F20210210%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=e7f5152ff38c67687edcccad0b2dcdc183231b0ab05e55698f797fe5715b8535&hash=c6d43387c818cce52327bd7c92cab1f21e01d44fb80daedb88757dfe200efdf8&host=68042c943591013ac2b2430a89b270f6af2c76d8dfd086a07176afe7c76c2c61&pii=S1877042813014286&tid=spdf-d6373b0d-28b4-4654-aa58-5f7ca3ff192f&sid=f538f90245e46140404bed53ede663cc487agxrqa&type=client
https://chicagopolicetorturearchive.com/
https://midwestsocialist.com/2019/03/25/flint-taylor-the-torture-machine/

