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Calendar Notes for January 2020 
 

Wednesday, 1st NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Sunday, 5th Communion Sunday 
 9:30 a.m., Worship 
 10:30 a.m., Fellowship 
 11:00 a.m., Classes 
Monday, 6th 6:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 
Thursday, 9th 9:30 a.m., Bible Study 
Saturday, 11th 9:30 a.m.—Noon 
 Leader Planning/Training Meeting 
Sunday, 12th 9:30 a.m., Worship 
 10:30 a.m., Fellowship 
 11:00 a.m., Classes 
Thursday, 16th 9:30 a.m., Bible Study 
Sunday, 19th 9:30 a.m., Worship 
 10:30 a.m., Fellowship 
 11:00 a.m., Classes 
Sunday, 19th 1:00 p.m., Civil War Re-enactment 
Thursday, 23rd 9:30 a.m., Bible Study 
Sunday, 26th 9:30 a.m., Worship 
 10:30 a.m., Fellowship 
 11:00 a.m., Classes 
Thursday, 30th 9:30 a.m., Bible Study 

Calendar Notes for December 2019 

Sunday, 1st  Communion Sunday 

 9:30 a.m., Worship 

 10:30 a.m., Fellowship 

 11:00 a.m., Classes 

Tuesday, 3rd 9:00 a.m. , Worship Team 

Thursday, 5th 9:30 a.m., Bible Study 

Friday, 6th 6:00 p.m. Family Fun 

Saturday, 7th 11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

 Civil War Re-enactment Party 

Sunday, 8th 9:30 a.m., Worship 

 10:30 a.m.,  Fellowship 

 11:00 a.m., Classes 

Tuesday, 10th 6:30 p.m., Church Council 

Thursday, 12th 9:30 a.m., Bible Study 

Sunday, 15th 9:30 a.m., Worship 

 10:30 a.m.,  Fellowship 

 11:00 a.m., Classes 

Thursday, 19th 9:30 a.m., Bible Study 

Sunday, 22nd 9:30 a.m., Worship 

 10:30 a.m.,  Fellowship 

 11:00 a.m., Classes 

Tuesday, 24th Christmas Eve Services 

 7:00 p.m., Cantata 

 10:00 p.m., Communion 

Wednesday, 25th CHRISTMAS DAY 

Sunday, 29th 9:30 a.m., Worship 

 10:30 a.m.,  Fellowship 

 11:00 a.m., Classes 

 

 

REMINDER: Weekly Prayer Meeting  

each Thursday at 10:30 a.m. 

REMINDER: Weekly Choir Practice  

each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
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Youth Haven 
 

Your mission giving in December can change a disadvantaged child’s life. 
 
This Christmas, hundreds of kids living in foster care, low-income homes, single-
parent families, and other difficult circumstances will go to Youth Haven. They will be 
loved and accepted and learn the true meaning of Christmas.  Your giving will help 
meet their physical and spiritual needs. 
 
A gift of $10.00 will place a Bible into the hands of a child who may never have seen 
one before.  Their Bible is titled the “Trailbook”.  One little boy who was new to Youth 
Haven was thrilled with his Trailbook.  He was eager to show his counselor where he 
was reading.  This is a lasting gift that goes home, beyond his weekend. 
 
A gift of $25.00 provides meals and snacks for a camper’s entire weekend stay at 
Youth Haven. Carolyn, School Counselor wrote; “I sent a little girt to Youth Haven just 
recently… and she said, ‘The food is so good! ‘They give us lunch, and dinner, and 
breakfast’. “So many of our children are hungry”! 
 
The Christmas Retreats are weekends packed with love, food, toys and fun activities.  
They estimate the cost of providing for a child’s needs for the weekend to be $384. 
That is about $32. 00 per month, less than what many of us pay for our internet ser-
vice.  How can we compare the message the internet brings to us with the message a 
child experiences in an atmosphere of food, warmth, love and the knowledge that Je-
sus loves them so much He left His Heavenly home and came to Earth as a baby in a 
stable to give them the gift of salvation – the true reason we celebrate Christmas! 
 
Thank you for supporting Youth Haven with your December mission giving. 
 
Mission Commission:  Chris Kemper, Dave Minger, and Judy Herriff  

Mission Emphasis:  December 
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Mission Emphasis:  January 

Bishop Judith Craig Children’s Village 
 

Bishop Judith Craig Children’s Village that serves Liberia’s orphans, is now twenty years old.  
Construction took place during the 1990s and door opened in 2000.  Today sixty-nine or-
phans live in nine cottages on the site.  Other building in the complex house a clinic, class-
rooms and administrative offices.   
 

Forty percent of the offering during the opening worship of Annual Conference 2019 will 
support cabin maintenance at the Village.  The existing cabins have faithfully done exactly 
what they were constructed to do; provide shelter to children who were orphaned because 
of the civil war and the Ebola crisis in Liberia.  They are beginning to show signs of wear and 
tear any building would show after housing children for twenty years. 
 

The children in the orphanage now are there because their parents were lost in the Ebola 
crisis.  Two years ago, some of the staff were caring for the children despite not having been 
paid for several months.  Now the staff are regularly receiving their wages and in general 
things are going well.  However, the condition of the cottages has not been addressed and 
some have closed due to the disrepair.   
 

The Ohio and Michigan conferences, which Bishop Judith Craig served, are the major US 
supporters.  But we aren’t alone in responding to the children and the Home’s needs.  The 
Village is now washed with light from more than $35,000 worth of solar-powered electricity 
donated by The United Methodist Church in Norway.  The light enabled by the electricity 
will enhance the lives of the children, students, and the surrounding community of Juazon, 
home to the Village.   
 

Rev. Robert N. Sieh, director of the Children’s Village, wrote that not only will the lives be 

improved but also the security of their families.  Students always had a difficult time study-

ing at night without electricity. Stein Skjorshammer, the contractor and former United 

Methodist clergyman in Norway, said his heart was deeply troubled when he saw the condi-

tions under which the children were studying.   
 

Mission Commission:  Chris Kemper, Dave Minger, and Judy Herriff  



4  

 

Come and Be Somebody 

 

 What I have to say is of the third level of importance, first presented in possibly the 
wrong place – my church's newsletter, when I'm hoping to reach people outside my church!  
I’m going ahead anyway and hoping my church buddies can help me make it work, some-
how. 

 Here’s my message:  If you’re not doing so already, come join us at Robbins Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 6419 Bunker Road (just east of Waverly Road), Eaton Rapids, 
Michigan, for worship on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., followed by a fellowship time, and classes 
for all ages starting at 11:00 a.m. 

 Why?  Again, at the third level of importance, come to Robbins to be somebody.  I 
believe we now qualify as a small church, and nobody needs to be a nobody.  It might not 
even be possible.  I have tested this out in a country school about mid-century, and nobody 
was unnoticed.  Everybody was somebody.  Whatever your life experiences, needs, or de-
sire to matter to others, you can matter here. 

 What is my second-level message?  Thank you for asking.  I hope you are either a 
follower of Jesus Christ, or an earnest seeker, willing to consider whether you can honestly 
be a follower.  Either way, this life of seeking or following is not best done in isolation, but 
in gathering with other followers and seekers, in a Christian fellowship.  Not all the life of a 
church happens on Sunday morning, by far, but that is the time to make those first connec-
tions. 

 Top level?  I hope you will accept Jesus Christ as your Savior (rescuer) and Lord 
(boss, guide), as I have.  It has been the unifying element of much good in my life (76 years 
so far), to the extent that I trust Jesus for my eternal life.  If you are not ready to do that, I 
think the most important thing you can do now is investigate this Christian faith.  The case 
for Christ is stronger than many realize. 

 There are resources for an investigation.  I was very much impressed that a rather 
intense journalist, Lee Strobel, trying to disprove his wife’s new Christian faith, investigat-
ed to the point that he accepted Christ.  One of my favorite writers, an intelligent and logi-
cal C. S. Lewis, as a young man was determined to remain an atheist and found that he 
could not.  I have studied science and thought a lot, and faith in Jesus is not a difficult thing 
for me, but a gift extended to me, and I accepted. 

 Maybe we should talk.  I’m at Robbins most Sundays, and on Facebook as “Dan 
Ellsworth” – though not the only one of that name.  I think I’ll learn from a good question-
er; I already have.  You might learn something, too.  Or if not me, ask our pastor. 
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 Maybe you grow best through service.  If you consider some churches to be somewhat 
constructive, you might want to show up and ask whether you can help, hoping to learn and 
grow as you do things.  I admit, I don’t think that way.  I want to figure everything out from 
first principles, as I did in geometry class in high school; then do things.  Not everybody thinks 
as I do.  I don’t even think Jesus and his disciples thought as I do.  He said, “Follow me,” and 
they followed, and learned.  If you’re like that, you just might be an “Original Formula” disci-
ple, and I would be honored to share a church with you.  And your help will matter. 

 Maybe you wonder: Why United Methodist?  In my mind, it’s not the only way to fly, 
but I want two things from my church denomination.  First, I must have room to believe and 
talk about the Gospel (Good News) of Jesus Christ – the “top level” mentioned above.  Second, 
I must have room to think, honestly and critically – because if I am restrained from that in a 
church, I can’t believe their doctrine.  I don’t believe truth contradicts truth.  Speaking for my-
self, United Methodists give me this room. 

 This was just posted on Facebook: “Q: What does it take to be a United Methodist?  A: 
Believe in Jesus and own a 9 x 13 pan.”  The “believe” is a bit thin; you need to make a deci-
sion for Christ.  The “pan” part is a reference to sociable shared meals, where you can bring 
your food (main dish or cake) to the potluck in such a pan.  Other than that, I think this cap-
tures the Christ-centered and genial ideals of United Methodist churches.   

 Why come to Robbins now?  Because this is the earliest time possible.  But there are 
specific reasons to come aboard in December and January. 

 December: Our  theme at Robbins is “Find JOY this Christmas!” – and we don’t just 
mean fun.  Come seeking a deep, tough, resilient joy.  Some dates: 

 Dec.  1:   1st day decorated for Christmas, 1st day of the Series “Almost Christmas” 

 Dec.  8:   Almost Hope or HOPE Everlasting 

 Dec. 15:   Almost Love or LOVE of God 

 Dec. 22:   Almost Joy or JOY beyond circumstance 

 Dec. 24:   Christmas Eve services 7 p.m.: Special Music with Kids participating 

           10 p.m.: Communion and Candlelight 

 Dec. 29:   What will this Child become? 

 Jan.  5:   Why Were the Wise Guys Wise 

 Jan. 12:   Baptism of Jesus – Remembering Your Baptism 

 Jan 19: How Happiness Happens, based on the book by Max Lucado begins  

It will be a new year; come live it here. 
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 Downside?  You might have several reasons not to come, and I’d like to comment 
on them. 

 Sunday morning is a chance to sleep in.  Fight through it, come and cry on my sympa-
thetic shoulder.  I think it could be worth it. 

 That church isn’t near anything.  Sometimes that can be nice – a pleasant country 
church – but I understand and would add that the mile of unreliable gravel road that is Bunker 
west of the church makes it worse from nearly straight west.  But if you are within ten paved 
miles of the church, it should not be a bad trip. 

 I’ve done some bad things.  I’m going to blow our cover: All of us at Robbins have, 
too.  (Sorry, church buddies, but it’s right there in Romans 3:23.)  Let’s be rescued and healed 
together. 

 I’ve been hurt by Christians – or is it “Christians”?  Some of us have, too, yet can pro-
vide a haven for people who have had bad experiences.  We have done so. 

 I’ve tried, and I feel awkward in worship.  As a lifetime churchgoer (age 76), some-
times I do, too, but I do the best I can, offering my worship to God, and getting what I can out 
of it.  Then, with the fellowship time after worship, and classes after that, it makes a pretty 
good package of time use for me. 

 There are so many hypocrites – Just stop.  Are you really going to make me do this?  
Very well.  There’s always room for one more. ;-)  Sorry, but it’s a tired complaint.  In all my 
earning years, I found hypocrites at the office more frequently than at church.  God’s not 
through with us yet.   

Together, let’s accept God’s help and try to be better. 

 I can’t get out.  Sometimes, I have no answer, but is there something we can do to help? 

 Upside!  I know, “Your mileage may vary,” but here’s what Robbins has meant to me 
in the past 43+ years: I have learned much, benefitted from a couple’s group for years, then a 
men’s club for years, and had a “village” to help raise my children.  Many of my best friends 
are there.  I had no athletic self-image but enjoyed years of slow-pitch softball.  Not seeing my-
self as sociable, I have enjoyed the company of church people.  Long interested in humor, I 
have found an environment which welcomed it.  I have had many opportunities for service 
which made my life more interesting and meaningful. 

 Come join our little band.  Be somebody.  Seek God’s best way for your life. 

Dan Ellsworth 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

There will be two Christmas Eve Services this year.  Both services 

end with a candlelight ceremony. 

The first service is at 7:00 p.m.   This service will include a      

Cantata which can be enjoyed by all of the family.  It isn’t too 

late, so the little ones can get back home and into bed to await  

all the joys of Christmas Day. 

The second service will be at 10:00 p.m.  This service will include 

a short message with Communion.   

We hope you and your family will be able to attend at least one of 

them to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus. 
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NEWS ABOUT THE CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 
 

Our Church Council voted to name Mobility Worldwide the recipient of 
Robbin’s Christmas Eve offering again this year.    

Mobility Worldwide (formerly PET) is a non-profit charitable organiza-
tion located in Holland, MI.  Their Mission is “to demonstrate the compassion 
of Jesus Christ by providing mobility to the least of God’s children throughout 
the world.”  Their unique hand-powered carts allow children with birth defects, 
debilitating illness, or lower extremity injuries (often from land mines) to once 
again - or maybe for the first time - gain mobility.   

Last year your giving supported the building and shipping of two carts.  
You have changed a child’s life.  With the freedom of mobility, they can attend 
school, they are not confined to their home nor any longer dependent on family 
members for getting outside.   

In the past Worldwide Mobility used Styrofoam and grocery bags to sta-
bilize the parts of the carts during shipping.  They are now using a large exter-
nal box, a smaller internal box and 4 folded cardboard bolsters.  This has in-
creased their cost for packaging by 4 dollars but that means they are not send-
ing Styrofoam and plastic to countries that have little capability of dealing with 
such trash.  This volunteer organization not only blesses others but is also con-
cerned about the environment. You may give to Worldwide Mobility anytime. 
There are envelops in the pew racks, you can write a check to Robbins UMC 
with Worldwide Mobility on the memo line or make the contribution through 
your on-line giving.   

Thank you for taking this opportunity to spread the joy of Christmas. 
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ROBBINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES – OCTOBER 8, 2019 

 
Present:  Diana Hayter  – SPR Member; Keith Hayter – Congregational Care Facilitator; Judy 
Herriff – Missions Team Leader; Ted Kilvington – Church Council Chair; Beth Mosko – Worship 
Chair; Alma Weber – Memorials Chair; Jean Brown – Recording Secretary 
 
Devotions: 

Judy Herriff offered devotions from Psalm 61.  David speaks to God:  “Let me live forever in your 
sanctuary, safe beneath the shelter of your wings” (NLT).  Here is a tough question for us today:  Do 
you feel the same way as you spend time with God?  Do you open your heart to God and hope to 
spend as much time as needed to enter into a real fellowship with Him?  Perhaps we’ve set our own 
agendas for our times with God rather than coming humbly to him seeking out His agenda and 
purposes for our time together.  She then opened the meeting in prayer.   
 
It was noted in the Minutes from September that “Mujila” was misspelled in the Missions report on 
that project.  Alma Weber moved to approve the minutes as corrected and Diana Hayter seconded; the 
motion carried. 
 
Memorials: 
Alma Weber reminded us that Memorial Sunday will be November 3rd.  She will get with Pastor 
Peggy as to those to be remembered.  They recently provided a funeral dinner for a non-member and 
served 119 people. 
 
Staff Parish Relations: 
Diana Hayter reported that SPR has submitted the paperwork electronically for their meeting on 
Sunday afternoon with the District Superintendent and she will be attending in lieu of Richard Bailey 
who is currently on vacation.  Ted Kilvington offered to accompany her.  Diana was appreciative of 
anyone willing to attend. 
 
Worship: 
Beth Mosko reported that she is excited about her team and they are working well together.  She has a 
few details to finalize but everything is proceeding well.  She is hoping to have the liturgists meet on 
a quarterly basis to address concerns they might have with their group.  She and Pastor Peggy gained 
a lot of great ideas from an online seminar they took. 
 
Congregational Care: 
Keith Hayter reported that Congregational Care had no requests for meals or assistance during the 
previous month.  He did solicit for donations for the continental breakfast on “Back to Church” 
Sunday, and everyone he asked was willing to help. 
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Missions: 
Judy Herriff reported that Cass Community Social Services came on October 4th to pick up the 
lumber from the granary.  They were very grateful to receive help from Judy’s neighbor, Pat Green, 
in this endeavor.  Pastor Fowler also took the rocker from the narthex and all remaining items from 
the chair-building project at Fuller’s for their use.  She was very complimentary of our facility.  In 
response to a letter received, the Mission Commission voted to send $75 to the Eaton Rapids Fire 
Department for training five students in their Fire Safety Program.  The Fall clean-up at Youth Haven 
was cancelled for reasons beyond their control.  Judy Herriff and Diana Hayter will be serving at the 
Youth Haven Candle Light Dinner on October 19th.  Robbins will once again be ringing the bells for 
Salvation Army on December 7th; Chris Kemper will be organizing the sign-up for this event.   
 
Twelve adults and one youth are scheduled to be retrained for CYVAC&PP.  Four sessions have been 
scheduled.  We need to make a decision whether to discontinue Children’s Worship or operate with 
only one person in the room due to lack of youth volunteers available.  Discussion followed as to 
options.  No one wants to see this service cancelled, so it was decided to try it with leaving doors 
open when only one person is available.  
 
Judy then presented the Mission Monthly Giving for 2020.  The Mission emphasis remains 
unchanged from 2019 except for the months.  Diana Hayter moved, and Alma Weber seconded, to 
approve the 2020 schedule as presented; the motion carried.  Pastor Peggy requested that this 
information be shared with the congregation; it was decided to add a note in the bulletin that the 2020 
schedule approved by the Council will be posted on the bulletin board kiosk. 
 
Judy also brought before the Council a request from Pastor Peggy that $1,000 from the Missions 
share of the 2017 Endowment Fund be transferred to the Discretionary Fund; that fund is down to 
$300 and she anticipates more requests during the winter months.  The Mission Commission has 
requested input from the Council and voiced their concerns with this request: 

There is no input on the use of Mission Funds by the Discretionary Fund as this is a Church 
Council program. 

Are the requests from a local person? 
Does this fit with the purpose for which the Endowment Fund made this provision because it is 

not a Missions program? 
Discussion followed with several concerns also being voiced by the Council; no motion was made to 
approve this proposal. 
 
Having no further business, Alma Weber moved to adjourn and Diana Hayter seconded; the motion 
carried. 
 
Ted Kilvington closed in prayer. 
 
Charge Conference:  Tuesday, November 12, 2019, at 7:00 PM at FUMER 
Next Council meeting:  Tuesday, December 10, 2019, at 6:30 PM 
Devotions:  Alma Weber 
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Connecting Options at Robbins 

Blessed and Delivered Girls     Wednesday’s 7 pm in 

a home, call Rose at 663-1073 for directions & Topics 

Men’s Study  Thursday’s 6 pm onsite, call Kevin at 

676-6397.  Study is on the book of Revelations. 

Thursday Morning Study 9:30 am onsite, call Pastor 
Peggy 663-8417. Study is based upon “Making Your 

Case for Christ”. 

“Miracles of Jesus” Facebook—Peggy Katzmark—ask 

to be added 

Disciple Training   Love God, Connect with others. 
Grow in Christ, Serve.  Sundays onsite at 11am, all ag-

es are welcome. 

Become an Usher call Linda Coe at 281-4564 

Light the Candles (must be 8 or older) call office at 663-5226 

Be a greeter Sunday mornings call office at 663-5226 

 

 

Join the Choir  
Wednesday’s at 7 pm. 

Meeting in the sanctuary  

Questions call Pastor Peggy at 663-8417 
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     Love God,  
         Connect with Others            
   Grow in Christ  
               Serve Where God Calls 

Robbins United Methodist Church 

6419 Bunker Rd. 

Eaton Rapids, MI  48827 

 

Contact information:   

Church Office: 517-663-5226 

Website:  www.robbinsumc.org 

Office Hours: Tues – Fri, 9-2 

Email: robbins@robbinsumc.org 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Fellowship Time 

11:00 Discipleship Training, 

all ages 

Cheri Paumi 12/3 

Keith Herriff 12/10 

Kelly Lyon 12/11 

Jan Minger 12/13 

Ryan Verstraete 12/13 

Amanda Henderson 12/21 

Nancy Porter 1/3 

Joe Paumi 1/9 

Margo Fuller 1/10 

Ed Whitford 1/11 

Mark Mathews 1/16 

Kim Katzmark 1/17 

Rory Schuster 1/17 

Brooke Benton 1/27 

Duane Martin 1/28 


