
 

   

Robbins’ Herald 

2019 

Calendar Notes for November 
 

Saturday, 2nd 5:30 p.m., Pot Luck & Fun Night 

Sunday, 3rd All Saints/Memorial Sunday 

   9:30 a.m., Worship 

  10:30 a.m., Fellowship 

  11:00 a.m., Classes 

Thursday, 5th 9:30-10:30 a.m., Disciple Training 

Sunday, 13th 9:30 a.m., Worship 

  10:30 a.m., Fellowship 

  11:00 a.m., Classes 

  1:30 p.m., CAPP Retraining 

Tuesday, 12th 6:30 p.m., Church Council 

Thursday, 14th 9:30-10:30 a.m.. Disciple Training 

Sunday, 17th 9:30 a.m., Worship 

  10:30 a.m., Fellowship 

  11:00 a.m., Classes 

  1:00-4:00 p.m., Civil War Group 

Thursday, 20th 9:30-10:30 a.m., Disciple Training 

Sunday, 24th 9:30 a.m., Worship 

  10:30 a.m., Fellowship 

  11:00 a.m., Classes 

Tuesday, 26th, 2:00 p.m., Missions 

Thursday, 28th 9:30-10:30 a.m., Disciple Training 

Calendar Notes for October 
 

Thursday, 3rd 9:30-10:30 a.m., Disciple Training 

  6:00-9:00 p.m. Vision Framing 

Saturday, 5th 5:30 p.m., Camp & Pot Luck  

Sunday, 6th World Communion Sunday 

   9:30 a.m., Worship 

  10:30 a.m., Fellowship 

  11:00 a.m., Classes 

Tuesday, 8th 6:30 p.m., Church Council 

Wednesday, 9th 6:00 p.m., Trustees 

  6:00 p.m., CAPP Retraining 

Thursday, 10th 9:30-10:30 a.m., Disciple Training 

  6:30, p.m., CAPP Retraining 

Sunday, 13th 9:30 a.m., Worship 

  10:30 a.m., Fellowship 

  11:00 a.m., Classes 

  1:30 p.m., CAPP Retraining 

Thursday, 17th 9:30-10:30 a.m.,  Disciple Training 

  7:00 p.m., SPRC 

Sunday, 20th 9:30 a.m., Worship 

  10:30 a.m., Fellowship 

  11:00 a.m., Classes 

Thursday, 21st 9:30-10:30 a.m., Disciple Training 

Sunday, 27th 9:30 a.m., Worship 

  10:30 a.m., Fellowship 

  11:00 a.m., Classes 

  1:00-4:00 p.m., Civil War Group 

REMINDER: Weekly Prayer Meeting  

each Thursday at 10:30 a.m. 

REMINDER: Weekly Choir Practice  

each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Daylight Savings Time ends 
on Sunday, November 3rd.  
Make sure to set your 
clocks BACK one hour. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj27tTn2fHkAhUHqp4KHYtlC5oQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fpraying%2Bhands&psig=AOvVaw1eCX3CLkhzgCyQ6jAVWVaI&ust=1569697533941313
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Grace Children’s Hospital 
 

  Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti was founded in 1967. They are recog-
nized as Haiti’s leading medical facility dedicated to the treatment of children 
with TB. Each year, the hospital receives thousands of children who are strug-
gling from TB, HIV, and other chronic diseases.   
  While inpatient services are available, most children receive treatment 
through the many out-patient treatment centers around the country.  Some of ser-
vices provided are prenatal care, vaccinations, vision testing/eye care, reproduc-
tion health services and nutrition awareness. 
  Grace Children’s Hospital determines fees for outpatient services on a 
sliding scale based on the patient’s income.  No one is ever turned away because 
they are unable to pay.  The contributions from the Robbins United Methodist 
Church will help provide charitable care services.   
  Children who are seriously ill are admitted to the inpatient ward, where 
they receive constant care from the hospital’s all–Haitian staff.    
  The earthquake that struck Haiti on January 12, 2010 forever changed the 
nation of Haiti, and severely damaged the grace Children Hospital campus.  The 
hospital has rebuilt transitional facilities that continue to serve the people of Hai-
ti, and have new outreaches to the ten communities near the hospital.   
  Urban Community Health is an outreach program of Grace Children’s 
Hospital that brings primary health care and education to residents of Port-au-
Prince right in their own neighborhoods, as well as in the tent cities.   
  Grace Children’s Hospital is an Advance Special of the General Board of 
global Ministries. Your mission giving in October will support this vital health 
service in Haiti.  You may give in your weekly envelop, designate Missions in 
your on-line account or use an envelope in the pew racks.   
  Thank you for upholding Robbins reputation of supporting and caring for 
missions. 
 
Mission Commission: Chris Kemper, Judy Herriff, and Dave Minger 

Mission Emphasis:  October 
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Mission Emphasis:  November 
Community Christian Action Group 

 

  December 8-14 is Community Christian Action Group (CCAG) Week.  
This year’s operations will take place at the First United Methodist Eaton Rap-
ids (FUMER) church. CCAG is in its 46th year of providing food and gifts to 
families in the Eaton Rapids School District at Christmas time.  Families who 
are registered at Heart and Hands are invited to apply for gifts for their children 
and food for their Christmas dinner.  We also accept referrals from the schools 
and churches 
  The ages and interests of the children are distributed to the participating 
churches to put on their Angle Trees so congregation members can purchase ap-
propriate gifts.  Most churches also have brown paper bags or large boxes to ac-
cept food donations as requested on the attached list.  We accept only food ap-
propriate for the families Christmas dinner.  Any extra food is donated to Heat 
and Hands. 
  Brown bag Sunday will be Nov. 17.  At that time there will be brown gro-
cery bags in the pews and lobby.  Each bag will have a list of suggested food 
items to buy toward a Christmas Dinner.  You may purchase a few or all of the 
items listed. Bring your bag back to church by the December 8 and leave it in 
the lobby in front of the donation bins (behind the coffee service table). 
  All mission money given in October is designated for CCAG.  A big con-
tribution and even bigger need this year, is for volunteer time and effort.  We 
need many hands-on Monday, December 9.  All of the donations from FILL A 
COP CAR will be taken to FUMER and the Best Used Date checked on each 
item.  Again, on Tuesday, December 10, volunteers will be needed to check the 
Best Used Date on all the food items gathered from donation boxes and brown 
bags from the churches, businesses, schools, hospital and businesses.  Saturday, 
December 14, is Distribution Day; volunteers, with or without appliance carts, 
are needed to take the boxes of food and gifts to the applicant’s vehicles.   
  Your prayers for the CCAG committee members and blessings on the vol-
unteers and applicants are appreciated.  May your Christmas be blessed by what 
you do for others.   
Mission Commission Chris Kemper, Dave Minger, and Judy Herriff 
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Thanks-giving Season 

 

 An article much like this appeared three years ago. It might be worth another look. 

 Thank you, Canada.  Having Canadian friends, especially on the Internet site Facebook, 
helps me remember that Canada’s Thanksgiving is the second Monday of October; 10/14 this year.  
For me, Thanksgiving twice is not a bit too much.  Not only do I have many great reasons to be 
thankful; I also can be happier and better if I remember those reasons. 

 In this season, my attention is often drawn to thankfulness by fall colors, though your calls 
to gratitude might come from other things.  Early in October, the annual spectacle of leaves chang-
ing color gets started.  Three years ago, Judy and I went to Grayling and drove around the area in 
the first week of the month.  Leaves were maybe only 15% changed, and I might have preferred 
35%, but either way, the red, orange, and yellow trees were beautiful against the green surround-
ings.  Weather was often rainy or cloudy, and yet, we were ready to enjoy whatever was beautiful, 
and it was there, mile after mile. 

 I have recently been thankful for sunny days, helpful people, delicious foods, beautiful 
things, the fellowship of church, family, and friends, and God’s actions in my life.  More detail would 
flood this article, and maybe choke it, but maybe we all have our details easily brought to mind.  I 
am thankful for hummingbirds, orange marmalade, my parents’ senses of humor, softball memories 
at Robbins, Beethoven’s Ninth and “Rainy Day People.” (Gordon Lightfoot.  The song and such 
people) 

 My next step is to present gratitude as a virtue, and so far, it looks like I am presenting my-
self as impressively virtuous.  Because I don’t like to compliment or insult myself excessively in 
these articles, I’d better take it down a couple of notches.  First, if gratitude is a virtue, it is one of 
the easiest virtues for me, and second, all those reasons to be thankful really are out there, so it’s 
no strain. 

 At this time of year, reasons to be thankful are generously available.  The inventory varies 
by person, but many can be grateful for the memories of summer, the cooling after summer, har-
vests from farm and garden, and some holidays which I will mention.  But for now, let me announce 
my proposal: 

 Let the period from Canada’s Thanksgiving through the United States of America Thanks-
giving be known and celebrated as the Thanksgiving Season. 

 This season includes two patriotic special days in the U.S., and at least two spiritual special 
days.  And since my Theory of Holidays is that most holidays are specialized days of thanksgiving, 
the general Thanksgiving Season would be punctuated by thankful highlights.  Let us consider 
those days. 

 For a national thanksgiving, I would start with Election Day.  Although I have heard a lot of 
distress about the choices we have lately, let us be thankful we do have choices, and a vote, and a 
lot of people working hard to get the vote collected and processed correctly.  Some nations have it 
far worse, and we should have a thankful sense of responsibility to do the best we can with what we 
have. 
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 Veterans Day is a time to be thankful that we have, among us, those who have served in 
military units.  We might wish that their service was not needed, but it appears to me that it is, and has 
been.  Let’s observe the distinction: Memorial Day is to honor those who served that way and are no 
longer living.  We may well be thankful for them.  Veterans Day includes those veterans still living, and 
it is a time to be thankful for those who are.   

 For Christian thanksgiving, I would like to start with one you might not have thought about – All 
Saints Day, November 1.  From a United Methodist online source, “All Saints Day is an opportunity 
to give thanks for all those who have gone before us in the faith. It is a time to celebrate our history . . . 
.”  One Christian brother at the office attended All Saints Episcopal Church in East Lansing.  I asked 
him, “What does a church of that name do when All Saints Day falls on a Sunday?”  He said, “Well, we 
welcomed some new members into the church.”  That excellent answer made me thankful. 

 The night before that day, “All Hallows Eve,” or Halloween, is thus technically of Christian 
origin, but if you want to squeeze any good doctrine out of that, let me know if you succeed.  I think the 
day before All Saints Day has a better use, for the thankful Christian: 

 United Methodists also recognize Reformation Day,  “ . . . a day set aside to recognize, remem-
ber, and celebrate the Protestant Reformation. . . .  It remembers Martin Luther and the central role he 
played . . . .  Reformation Day is October 31 of every year and is most often observed today on the 
Sunday prior to October 31.”   

 Although I have good things to say about some Roman Catholic people and institutions, I am 
stubbornly Protestant.  As such, I am thankful for Martin Luther’s contribution.  The decentralization of 
church authority, the emphasis on Scripture (accessible directly by all believers), and the increased em-
phasis on each soul’s direct relationship with God – all these (and probably more could be said) give 
me cause for thanks, and challenge for spiritual growth.   

 As October comes to a close, we can notice that it was Pastor Appreciation Month, which over-
laps some of the Thanksgiving Season I have proposed.  I have often been thankful for a pastor, and I 
am this year. 

 You can fill the period with personal reasons for thanks-giving.  Deer season (rifle) starts No-
vember 15, which some might suggest as a state holiday.  (Bow hunting starts even earlier.)  Not me; I 
like some of the after-birthday events in my life, and birthdays of some people important to me.  Some 
people might be thankful for pumpkin-spice everything, for fall sports, for cooler days.  Frankly, I’ll be 
thankful to give up lawn mowing for a while.  This is a very adaptable season. 

 Thanksgiving Season has no official status.  I made it up, inspired by several things, including 
fall colors and Canada’s Thanksgiving.  It is an idea which might be of interest to you.  It is a message 
to myself to become more continuously thankful.  It is a reminder that giving thanks is not just for a day, 
and we have much to be thankful for, in common and individually.  It is an attempt to bring some hon-
estly-based positive outlook to a season that can be stressful.  It is a possible warmup to Advent, the 
season of anticipation of God’s greatest gift to humankind. 

 If anybody, anywhere picks this up, and tries to make something official or organized out of it, I 
would be thankful.  If not, no problem; I’ll just go ahead and be thankful anyway.  Thank You, Lord. 

Dan Ellsworth 
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 ROBBINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES – AUGUST 13, 2019 

 

Present:  Rich Bailey – SPR Chair; Keith Hayter – Congregational Care, 
Senior Adult Ministries; Judy Herriff – Missions Team Leader, Senior 
Adult Ministries; Pastor Peggy Katzmark – Nominations & Leadership 
Development, Education; Charlotte Kilvington – Lay Member to Annual 
Conference, Administrator of CYVAC&PP Training; Ted Kilvington – 
Church Council Chair; Alma Weber – Memorials Team Leader; Jean 
Brown – Recording Secretary 
 

Ted Kilvington opened the meeting in prayer.  It was noted no one had 
volunteered for devotions this month. Ted moved that, in the interest of 
time constraints, we forego devotions; Judy Herriff seconded.  The motion 
carried. 
 

Alma Weber moved the July minutes be approved as written and Judy 
Herriff seconded; the motion carried.  
 

CYVAC&PP Training/Lay Member to Annual Conference: 
Charlotte Kilvington reported that all updates have been posted to our 
Facebook page.  Of special note is the proposal that Bishop Bard is 
working on with a Bishop from Texas separating the US from the world 
conference as it relates to leading different churches in different directions 
on same-sex marriage and/or clergy. 
 

Missions: 
Judy Herriff reported that the Missions team will no longer be building the 
chairs and rockers.  They have agreed to give the plans to Cass 
Community Social Services for their use.  Cass is also our Fall work 
mission, but a date has not yet been set to cut the strips of wood that they 
would like from the granary.  Carolin Spragg is looking into a few of them 
going to Cass’ reception for their tiny house project being held the 
weekend of August 30th.   
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Senior Adult Ministries: 
Judy Herriff reported that Christians At Play is currently suspended due to 
lack of participation.  At this time, it is not known when, or if, it will be 
restarted. 
 
Congregational Care: 
Keith Hayter reported that Congregational Care provided transportation for 
Elizabeth Reeves to an appointment during the previous month.  Pastor 
Peggy asked that he check in with the Vogels if any assistance is needed 
since Sue will be having foot surgery on August 19th. 
 
Staff Parish Relations: 
Rich Bailey passed out a rough draft of the 2019 Profile of the Church to 
be used for the church conference coming up on November 12th and asked 
for the Council’s input pertaining to our goals for the congregation for the 
next year, plus the next three to five years.  In the next year, the Council 
will identify and reach out to those individuals either lapsing or lost in 
attendance, questioning what we can do to improve.  We also will reach out 
to the conference for help in identifying steps to becoming a vital 
congregation and initiating those steps in the coming years.  Also, in the 
three- to five-year  
plan , will be to maintain Christian Education, Missions, Congregational 
Care, Memorials, plus the Website.  Pastor Peggy requested that a member 
from SPR join Trustees for the annual review of the parsonage.  There is a 
section on the Protection Policy (Charlotte Kilvington) that needs to be 
completed, and the last three questions relate to Missions (Judy Herriff). 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Pastor Peggy reported that the final touches and corrections are being made 
to the picture directory and should be available in September. 
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September 8th has been designated as our “Back to Church” Sunday.  The 
plan is to have the worship service, then a continental breakfast with 
information on what’s coming up at Robbins.  Pastor Peggy asked if we 
would be interested in having Robyn Dykstra, a dynamic Christian 
speaker from Grand Rapids, come in and talk to us about being “Stronger 
Together.”  Ms. Dykstra would like to speak for 35 to 40 minutes, once 
during the service and then during the breakfast, at a cost of $500, which 
is a major reduction from her normal fee.  Pastor Peggy suggested 
approaching the Endowment Committee for the funds.  Rich Bailey 
moved that we send the recommendation to the Endowment Committee 
and Charlotte Kilvington seconded; the motion carried.  Keith Hayter will 
organize the continental breakfast and have a sign-up sheet for donations 
of food.  We will also need a clean-up crew afterwards. 
 

Pastor Peggy received a call from Lindsey from the city of Eaton Rapids 
asking if Robbins would like to be included in a rotation with other area 
churches who provide a worship service on Sunday during the Eaton 
Rapids Airstream weekend held each year in September.  After some 
discussion, it was determined that Robbins is not currently in a position to 
participate in this event. 

 

Pastor Peggy then asked the Council for approval to start the visioning 
process, which involves a minimum of 8 people (who have already been 
identified) meeting 10 times for 2½ hours every two to three weeks at a 
cost of $300.  Judy Herriff moved to begin the process and Rich Bailey 
seconded; the motion carried.  The first meeting is yet to be determined. 
 

Action Items: 
Rich Bailey/SPR – Gather and complete remaining items for the 2019 
Profile of the Church.  
Pastor Peggy – Meet with Endowment Committee for approval of funds 
to have Robyn Dykstra speak to the congregation on September 8th.  
Keith Hayter – Organize food donations for continental breakfast on 
September 8th. 
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ROBBINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 10, 2019 

 
Present:  Keith Hayter – Congregational Care, Senior Adult Ministries; 
Judy Herriff – Missions Team Leader, Senior Adult Ministries; Pastor 
Peggy Katzmark – Nominations & Leadership Development, Education; 
Charlotte Kilvington – Lay Member to Annual Conference, Administrator 
of CYVAC&PP Training; Ted Kilvington – Church Council Chair; Beth 
Mosko – Worship Chair; Jean Brown – Recording Secretary 
 
Ted Kilvington opened the meeting in prayer.   
 
Devotions: 
Charlotte Kilvington offered devotions by Pastor Greg Laurie from 
Harvest Christian Fellowship.  When we are in trouble, we need to cry out 
to the Lord.  Faith and worry cannot co-exist.  One chases out to the other.  
If there is worry, there is no place for faith.  Faith is driven out by worry, 
and worry is driven out by faith.  Philippians 4:6 tells us, “Don’t worry 
about anything, instead pray about everything.”  Tell God what you need 
and thank him for all he has done.  Then you experience God’s peace. 
 
The majority of tonight’s meeting was spent in reviewing the 2019 Profile 
of the Church document to be presented at the Charge Conference in 
November.  First, the pastoral compensation package for 2020 was 
discussed and, at the recommendation of SPR, will remain unchanged 
from 2019 even though Pastor Peggy is due for an increase based on her 
length of service.  Pastor Peggy agreed due to the current status of the 
church’s finances.  Charlotte Kilvington moved to accept the 2020 
pastoral compensation as presented and Keith Hayter seconded.  The 
motion carried and will now be presented at the Charge Conference for 
approval. 
 



10  

 

Each section of the Profile was critiqued, and revisions suggested where 
appropriate.  It was noted that the Treasurer’s Report ending August 31st 
did not include the percentage of Ministry Shares paid to date.  But the 
amount for September has not yet been added and it will then be updated 
accordingly.  It was decided to delete the comment in the Profile that we 
have kept our General Fund balance in the black since we currently have a 
deficit of about $400.  The Missions section had not been updated with 
Judy Herriff’s report prior to the meeting so Pastor Peggy read it aloud.  
Briefly, it states Robbins’ mission focus and emphasizes a few of the 
global, state and local missions; e.g., Majoula Falls Agriculture Center, 
Forgotten Man Ministries, Cass Community Social Services.   Pastor Peggy 
suggested that Judy also add CCAG as a local mission.  We partner with 
General Advance, other UM churches who support the project(s) and 
businesses to accomplish our mission goals.  The Profile will be updated 
with the Council’s suggestions and finalized by SPR. 
 
In other business, Judy Herriff asked permission to print the letters again 
this year for CCAG.  Copies made at the church are now priced at 1¢ per 
copy rather than on an allotment each month.  Since the total cost for 
approximately 200 copies would be between $2 and $3, Council agreed.  
She will now request approval from the Finance Committee.  Nominations 
is meeting and working on filling open positions.  Pastor Peggy announced 
that Carol Huntington will be replacing Charlotte Kilvington as Lay 
Member to Annual Conference when she steps down at the end of this year. 
 
Pastor Peggy closed in prayer. 
 
Next meeting:  Tuesday, October 8, 2019, at 6:30 PM 
Devotions:  Judy Herriff 
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Connecting Options at Robbins 

B.A.D. Girls     Wednesday’s 7 pm in a home, call Rose 

at 663-1073 for directions & Topics 

Men’s Study  Thursday’s 6 pm onsite, call Kevin at 

676-6397.  Study is on the book of Revelations. 

Thursday Morning Study 9:30 am onsite, call Pastor 
Peggy 663-8417. Study is based upon “Making Your 

Case for Christ”. 

“Miracles of Jesus” Coming soon. This is an Online 

study. 

Disciple Training   Love God, Connect with others. 

Grow in Christ, Serve. 

Sundays onsite at 11am, all ages are welcome. 

Become an Usher call Linda Coe at 281-4564 

Light the Candles (must be 8 or older) call office at 663-5226 

Be a greeter Sunday mornings call office at 663-5226 

 

Join the Choir  
Wednesday’s at 7 pm. 

Meeting in the sanctuary  

Questions call Pastor Peggy at 663-8417 

 

BREAKFAST WITH THE PASTOR 

Check your bulletins for a monthly Pastor’s 
Breakfast.  This is a chance, following Worship 

Service, to sit and talk with the Pastor about con-
cerns, ideas, theology, or whatever is on your 

mind.  No need to wait for an invite, if you see one 
scheduled, and you want to come, just sit down 

and enjoy.   
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     Love God,  
         Connect with Others            
   Grow in Christ  
               Serve Where God Calls 

Robbins United Methodist Church 

6419 Bunker Rd. 

Eaton Rapids, MI  48827 

 

Contact information:   

Church Office: 517-663-5226 

Website:  www.robbinsumc.org 

Office Hours: Tues – Fri, 9-2 

Email: robbins@robbinsumc.org 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Fellowship Time 

11:00 Discipleship Training, 

all ages 

Jason Lyon  10/03  

Dan Ellsworth 10/07  

Holly Hasbrook 10/10  

Ken Porter  10/12  

Jarett Lyon  10/19  

Bob Booher  10/21  

Mindy McGhan 10/21  

Keith Hayter 10/29  

Matthew Hagaman 10/30  

Andrew Ellsworth  10/31  

Melinda Fuller 11/01  

Matthew Towsley 11/04  

MacKenzie Attard 11/05  

Lois Martin  11/06  

Elizabeth Reeves 11/21  

Jeff Lyon  11/22  

Sandra Dillon 11/25  

Ashton Williams 11/25  

Richard Bailey 11/26  

Brian Sommer 11/26  

Robert Henderson 11/26  


