
History of Port Wing by Postmaster Carl V. Dahlstedt 
 
Thirty seven years ago when a number of 
the first settlers arrived, there was a wealth 
of timber around what is now Port Wing, 
the lake in front, and a slightly operated 
brownstone quarry; not much else was to 
be seen and the early operations centered 
around these. 
 
The first logging camp of any size was 
opened up in 1891 by T.N. Okerstrom near 
the present John Tillman farm. Later a mill 
was built and put into operation. The 
lumbering business was very prosperous 
and during its life the town had its period of 
greatest prosperity perhaps. T. N. 
Okerstrom bought the mill and operated it 
for some years. The logging industry 
continued until about 20 years ago. The rest 
of the timber was railroaded over a 
temporary railroad to Ashland in logs. 
The quarry was operated somewhat very 
early. In 1889 Carl Hogfeldt cut stone in 
Duluth which had been taken from our local 
brownstone quarry. It was then calls Flag 
River stone; there was no Port Wing then. 
Mr. Hogfeldt also worked in the quarries 
near Herbster and in Orienta the winter of 
1889 – 90. 
 
T. N. Okerstrom was instrumental in getting 
many of the first settlers here and getting 
them located. Axel Johnson built the first 
log cabin on the site of the old logging 
camp. Mr. Johnson arrived here Aug. 9, 
1891 and started his cabin the next day. It 
was necessary to sleep on the homestead 
one night each month to prove upon it. Mr. 
Goldstrand and John Braff, brother of Peter, 
slept beside a fallen tree on their land as 
that was the best place they could find. 
Peter Braff, Andrew Peterson, Fred Larson 
and Mr. Hammer were also among the 

earliest settlers, coming in by boat. Fred 
Larason was the first to bring his wife and 
children here. Andrew Peterson brought in 
the first teak of horses and the first cow on 
a scow: they were landed probably at the 
stone quarry. Later a number of cattle were 
shipped from Duluth by scow with baled 
hay piled around the sides so the cattle 
could not jump out. They were landed at 
Orienta and driven the six miles or more 
through the woods to what is now Port 
Wing. When this district was opened for 
homesteading, people stood in line at the 
government office in Ashland to get their 
claims. 
 
Peter Braff bought 160 acres, part of this    
he sold to T. N. Okerstrom, who platted the 
town site of Port Wing. A good deal of 
money was spent draining the land from 
the town site to the lake. Lots were sold to 
mill employees, merchants, etc., coming in. 
Through Mr. Okerstrom’s efforts the federal 
government made this a harbor of refuge 
and spent thousands of dollars erecting 
piers and dredging. At that time there was 
no road to Iron River. Axel Johnson, Carl 
Hogfeldt, Mr. Aronson and John Erickson 
walked to Iron River with a compass for a 
guide. The had to take off their shoes and 
wade to their knees in crossing the river. 
The town grew during the lumbering days 
and the population was much larger than 
now. At one time there was a  boat each 
way every day during the season. 
LaChapelle brothers ran one boat. 
 
Now the forests are denuded and the 
country has turned to farming and other 
industries. This is one of the best farming 
districts in Bayfield county. Grains and root 
crops produce heavily; considerable fruit is 



raised, particularly apples and berries. 
Dairying is the foundation of prosperity in 
this region. A good dairy herd has tided 
many a farmer over the past five years wich 
would otherwise have been very lean ones. 
Most of our herds have come from a single 
cow. Most herds around Port Wing average 
about six or seven cows. This is a natural 
dairy region; abundant water is available, 
clover pasture grows naturally, and all 
grains necessary to supplement the ration 
can be raised here. Flies are disappearing as 
the country is opened up so the cattle are 
not bothered with these in the fall and can 
go into winter quarters in fine condition. An 
endeavor is being made to start a cow 
testing association. Formerly most of the 
calves were vealed but now the farmers are 
raising them to add to their herds. Most of 
the sires are purebred shorthorns, Melvin 
Larson’s purebred Holsteins,  while Ed 
Danielson has both purebred and grade 
guernseys. 
 
Poutlry raising was begun early in a small 
way but in 1923 W. T. Gruvver brought two 
hens and a rooster, all purebred of D. 
Tancred of Kent, Washington, the originator 
of the Tncred strain of white leghorns. This 
stimulated the poultry industry here and 
now most farmers have fair sized flocks of 
from 100 hens up, many of the flocks are 
purebred Tancreds; Mr Gruver himself 
keeps 500; he also does commercial 
hatching. It is estimated that $30,000 worth 
of eggs are shipped from here in a year 
now. 
 
In 1905 a creamery was started which has 
been successfully operated ever since. This 
is a farmer’s co-operative organization. In 
1929 a 25-barrel an hour mill was added 
which operated in the early winter after the 
local wheat is harvested. In 1921 the 

handling of feeds in carload lots was 
started. From 1924 feeds and flour have 
been handled for retail to farmers. In 1925 
the creamery bought its own truck  and 
now does its own trucking to and from 
Superior and Duluth, taking the farmers 
products, butter, eggs and berries in 
season; the truck returns with feed, coal, 
etc. The egg business of the creamery for 
1928 amounted to over $16,000, butter 
about $70.000 and side-lines about 
$50,000. Recently the creamery joined the 
Land O’ Lake association. 
 
Where families are raised there must be 
schools and Port Wing soon began hers. The 
first one for this district was a log 
homestead cabin near Orienta Falls, the 
ruins of which are still standing. Later two 
were built in Port Wing, one of these is the 
present town hall, the other the creamery. 
They outgrew these and a new building was 
proposed about twenty-five years ago. The 
present building was put up with 
considerable foresight on the part of those 
influential in getting it. Later T. N. 
Okerstrom and James Daly urged the 
transportation of pupils at public expense 
and the first transportation of pupils at 
public expense in the United States in not 
the world, was begun in Port Wing. The 
school has a full four-year high school 
course and employes six teachers, Paul 
Williams is principal. 
 
Churches also came with the people. The 
first Lutheran church, Swedish, belonging to 
the Augustana Synod, was built in 1896, 
during 1923 the church was remodeled and 
enlarged, with basement added. The 
congregation has an enrollment of 175 
members with a large Sunday School, 
Luther League, Brotherhood and Ladies’ 
Aid. The pastor, Rev. A Noren, died 



suddenly Nov. 2, 1928, leaving the pulpit 
vacant. At present, Rev. N. A. Nelson of 
Ashland is acting vice pastor. 
The Presbyterian church was organized in 
1902. It was a union church for 
Prebyterians, Methodists, Mission Friends 
etc. Work had been started, however, in the 
early logging days by missionaries of the 
Presbyterian church, working out from 
Superior. About six years ago the church 
building was remodeled , basement added, 
and other improvements made. Rev. Ray 
Cornwall is the present missionary pastor. 
 
The Norwegian Lutheran church was 
organized in 1909. In 1921 the church was 
reorganized into and English Lutheran 
church. Since them Rev. A. T. Juvland of 
Duluth has been acting pastor and comes 
once a month for services. 
 
The Catholic church was built about 1897. It 
is a mission church and has mass once a 
month in summer. 
 
The Swedish Mission church was built five 
or six years ago. They have services 
whenever they can get a pastor to come in. 
 
The post office is a third class office with 
gross postal receipts of $2400 per year. 
Since there is no railroad in Port Wing, mails 
are carried by stage to and from Iron River 
and Herbster. Rural mail is delivered on the 
way and one other rural route goes out 
from Port Wing. Cark Dahlstedt has been 
postmaster since 1920. 
 
The P. T. A. was organized in 1920, the first 
one organized in Bayfield county. The first 
meetings were held in homes but the place 
of meeting was later changed to the 
schoolhouse. The P. T. A. has equipped the 
school stage with wings and curtains and 

been responsible for their upkeep. They 
bought dishes to serve the lunches, put up 
the payground equipment and sponsored 
several health movements for the children 
such as getting in a dentist, giving free anti-
toxin injections etc. The present officers 
are, Mrs. Andrew Johnson, president; Miss 
Lydia Franson, vice president; Mrs. Al 
Lundgren, treasurer, and Miss Lydia Bjur, 
secretary. 
 
The First State Bank was organized in 1911. 
It has had a steady  growth since then and 
now has from $125,000 to $150,000 in 
deposits. S. S. Ogrenn is president and W. T.  
Gruver is cashier. 
 
Fishing is an industry that has been carried 
on since the early days of Port Wing to a 
greater or less extent. The most important 
fish are trout, ciscoes, herring and a few 
white fish during the summer, caught in 
pond nets;  gile nets are used extensively 
here but during the summer months pond 
nets are used. One hundred boxes of trout 
nets are fished here every spring. Fishing is 
rather light here compared to some parts of 
the country but Port Wing is located off the 
best trout banks in Lake Superior and has 
the best fishing grounds. Fishing nets the 
fishermen from $8,000 to $10,000 per year. 
Carl Dahlsted, Ed Anderson and Chris 
Penson are the principal fishermen here. 
 
Although the quarry has been in operation 
to some extent for many years, it was not to 
any extent until after 1900. About 1913 
Foney William Penn of Minneapolis, and 
others ppurchased the quarry and 
organized the Port Wing Brownstone 
Company. Willian Penn and John Smith are 
members of the company who now own it. 
George Froney has personally operated it 
since 1906. During the last 8 years, over 



25,000 cubic feet of block stone has been 
quarried each season. From twenty to 
seventy five men have been employed, and 
the stone shipped to most of the large cities 
in the United States, including Washington, 
D. C., where the stone is being used on a 
job this winter. The best brownstone is 
quarried on the shores of Lake Superior and 
calls for it come from every section of the 
country. The compay expects to operate 
again next season. There are 114 acres, all 
on the shore of the lake. 
 
The Port Wing Telephone Company was 
organized Sept, 16, 1903. It is entirely 
owned and controlled by local people. 
When the company was incorporated there 
were about fifteen phones used; now there 
are 150 to 160. Axel Johnson is president of 
the company now and Carl Hogfeldt 
manager. 
 
S. S. Ogren has been in the general 
merchandise business since 1895. His was 
the first business of its kind established in 
Port Wing; the store has been remodeled 
and kept pace with the demands of 
changing times. The early days of lumbering 
trade have given place to days of  farm and 
town trade. Groceries and meats have been 
added. Today the store is a busy place 
enjoying a good stable business. 
 
The Norhthern Wisconsin Hydro-Electric 
plant started operating in the fall of 1923. 
They have a hydro- electric plant on the 
Iron River at Orienta Falls, and a steam 
plant at Bayfield. They now serve five 
towns; Iron River, Port Wing, Herbster, 
Cornucopia, and Bayfield. The company has 
about 70 miles of transmission lines with 
offices at Port Wing and Bayfield. They carry 
a full line of electrical appliances. The 
present owner is David G. Fisher of 

Davenport, Iowa, Roy Okerstrom is 
manager. 
 
Bagstad’s store was started in 1925 as 
Bagstad and Nelson’s and continued as such 
until 1927 when Mr. Bagstad bought out 
Mr. Nelson’s share in the business. Since 
then Mr. Bagstad has joined the 
Independent Grocer’s Alliance, with its help 
he has built up a fine business. Last spring 
he remodeled the store inside and now has 
one of the finest and best lines of groceries 
in this region. Last spring he also installed 
an electric refrigerator so now he has a 
most up-to-date and well equipped ice box 
for meats and other perishables. 
 
The Port Wing Hardware store has been in 
operation since 1910 but it was not until 
1925 that the present owner, F. C. 
Buchholz, bought it. He carries all kinds of 
hardware, building materials and 
automobile accessories in a very up-to-date 
assortment. 
 
The Lundgren Block was completed and 
opened for business in Feb. 1922. It is a 
two-story fire-proof building of cement 
blocks with steam heat and running water. 
One of the block is operated as a drug and 
confectionary store, with café in 
connection. The other side is the theatre 
where moving pictures, dances and other 
forms of entertainment are given. A barber 
shop is in the basement of the building. The 
block is one of the business centers of the 
town. O. W. Lundgren and sons are the 
owners and proprietors. 
 
Albert Peterson began his business in the 
spring of 1927. He carries flour and all kinds 
of poultry and stock feeds; buys fro cash all 
kinds of farm products; and does trucking, 
both local and long distance. 



 
Olaf Bodeen is a first-class blacksmith and 
has a first class shop. He is equipped to do 
both horse-shoeing and general 
blacksmithing as well as other things along 
that line. 
 
Gidlof & Gidlof run the lical garage and 
handle Ford cars. They are busy as can be 
the whole season through. 
 
The oldest hotel in town, Betson’s, was built 
33 or 34 years ago but is not running at 
present. The Wigwam hotel was built in 
1919 as a mess house for mill employees; 
they also boarded outsiders. Later it server 
the crew for the hydro-electic plant. As 
there was no place to board their men the 
building was finished up and opened as a  
hotel. Robert Swenson is running it at 
present, Mrs. Eben Olson bought her home 
six years ago to board the teachers. She has 
continued in business ever sinceand now 
has a general boarding house where an 
excellent table is always set. 
 
One of the newest industries in Port Wing is 
fur farming. Two silver-black-fox farms have 
been opened up and while both businesses 
are in their infancy they are working toward 
a sound business and will soon be very 
profitable. Thor Jernberg is manager of one 
company and E. M. Sadler is owner and 
manager of the other. 
 
Port Wing at present has a population of 
from 150 to 200, about 900 in township, 
but with farming and other industries, 
getting well on their feet; with the 
waterway project finished as we believe it 
will be, in the not far distant future; with 
this as a part of an ideal vacation ground 
the tide should begin to go back toward 
greater prosperity and increased 

population. We believe Port Wing has a 
future. 
 
A great many people come here to vacation 
during summer months. As a summer 
playground it is unsurpassed with river and 
lake to fish in and woods are bountiful with 
game etc. 


