
  

 
 
 
 

 

The Global Refugee Crisis: Human Flight Beyond Comparison 

“When you cross that line and become a refugee, your life is in the hands of others.” --Salam Neighbor 

We are currently facing the greatest refugee crisis in generations--the number of refugees fleeing violence in 

search of safety is greater today than it was during World War II. It is clear that years of slow economic growth 

have created distinct fault lines across the globe, preventing a coordinated response to these problems from 

developed nations.  

What you can do to take action: 

1). Donate: There are many worthwhile organizations focused on serving the needs of refugees. The below list 

only scratches the surface of organizations worthy of support. 

 International Medical Corps (IMC): https://internationalmedicalcorps.org Despite challenges accessing 

those displaced both inside and outside Syria, IMC continues to provide comprehensive response 

programs in five countries—Syria, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey. A goal of IMC’s programs is to 

leave behind a more functional, resilient health system once the conflict ends and stability returns. 

 International Rescue Committee (IRC): www.rescue.org Works globally and has been providing critical 

humanitarian aid to Syrians since 2012. Provides cash vouchers for Syrians to purchase food, legal 

assistance, employment, and education.  

 Save the Children: www.savethechildren.net Save the Children’s goal is to save lives, alleviate suffering 

and promote the wellbeing of vulnerable children and their families through immediate humanitarian 

assistance, longer-term service provision and sustained support for resilience and recovery.  

 White Helmets, aka the Syrian Civil Defence: www.whitehelmets.org/en The White Helmets wake up 

every day to save the lives others are trying so hard to take. These volunteer rescue workers have saved 

85,228 lives in Syria and for that, they are under constant attack. 

 UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR): www.unhcr.org/en-us UNHCR works to ensure that 

everybody has the right to seek asylum and find safe refuge, having fled violence, persecution, war or 

disaster at home. Since 1950, UNHCR has faced multiple crises on multiple continents, and has provided 

vital assistance to refugees, asylum-seekers, internally displaced and stateless people, many of whom 

have nobody left to turn to. 

2). Give your time and talent, and get knowledgeable: You can write a letter to a refugee through CARE. You 

can read refugees’ stories and learn more about groups supporting refugees. You can support businesses run by 

refugees. There are also volunteer opportunities here in the U.S. and around the globe, including:  

 International Medical Corps: Pack hygiene kits for refugees. https://internationalmedicalcorps.org  

 Points of Light Global Network: Points of Light operates in 37 countries through a network of innovative 

volunteer organizations that are creating meaningful ways for individuals to use their time, talent, voice  
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and resources to impact issues about which they are passionate, including supporting refugees. Learn 

more at www.pointsoflight.org/global/our-network.  

 International Rescue Committee: Sign up to volunteer at a local resettlement office. 

www.rescue.org/volunteer#how-can-i-volunteer   

 Tent Foundation: Read Tent’s research and reports, and join the Tent Partnership if your company 

wants to make an even bigger difference in a highly collaborative way. www.tent.org  

 Upwardly Global: Mentor a refugee and coach him/her on interview skills and resume writing. There are 

virtual opportunities, too. www.upwardlyglobal.org  

 Airbnb: Airbnb, the world’s leading hospitality company, recently announced airbnb.com/welcome, a new 

platform that will make it easier for people to open their homes to refugees and displaced people. Co-

founder Joe Gebbia announced in Paris last week that anyone who wants to share their space with a 

refugee for free can volunteer to open their home by visiting airbnb.com/welcome/refugees. The price of 

participating homes will be set at zero dollars and Airbnb will collect no fees on these bookings.  

 NetHope: NetHope empowers committed organizations to change the world through the power of 

technology. For refugees, access to information is a necessity. NetHope provides Wi-Fi and charging 

station solutions in Greece, Slovenia, and Serbia that connect refugees to family, news, and resources. It 

also helps refugees rebuild their lives in Germany through the distribution of managed Chromebooks and 

is exploring ways to make education available to refugee children. http://nethope.org  

3). Advocate: Those without voices, but heavily dependent on help, need advocates to let governments know 

helping refugees is a priority.  

 On World Refugee Day (June 20, 2017), sign the UNHCR’s #WithRefugees petition to send a clear 

message to governments that they must act with solidarity and shared responsibility to take action in 

support of refugees. Will you stand #WithRefugees? www.unhcr.org/refugeeday/us   

 For those in the U.S., urge Congress to pass a 2018 budget that supports refugees. Visit 

www.hias.org to electronically send a message to your elected officials. 

 Ask world leaders to pledge to the Education Cannot Wait fund, a fund for education in emergencies, 

for kids in crisis. Sign the petition at www.globalcitizen.org/en/action/syria-emergency-funding.  
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