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CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Zephaniah told the people about a special day when God will take all 
sin away and Jesus will return. Jesus will make everything right and 
all things new. 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is repentance? 
Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. 

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE: 
“Turn away from your wrong choices.” – Acts 3:19  



SUNNY VS CLOUDY GROUP TIME 

WHAT YOU NEED:  1 copy of the sunny and cloudy photos printed on cardstock

WHAT YOU DO AND SAY: Invite preschoolers to group time by having them sit in a circle on the 
rug in your classroom. Tell each child you are so glad they are here at church today. Show your 
preschoolers the cloudy day photo and ask them to tell the class some things that they consider 
“bad news,” or things that make them sad. (OHP NOTE: If a child discloses abuse or neglect, 
immediately report the information to a staff member.)

Gently explain that Zephaniah (zef uh NIGH uh) was a prophet. God told Zephaniah about 
something that would happen one day. Zephaniah told the people, “A day is coming when God is 
going to punish people because they disobey Him.” Zephaniah told them it would be a bad, dark day 
with clouds. God would be sad because people did wrong things. Zephaniah said, “We can love 
God by spending time with Him when we pray and doing what He says.” 

Then, show them the sunny photo and invite children to share some “good news,” or things that 
make them happy. Explain that Zephaniah told the people some good news. When it was time for all 
the people to be punished, God would take care of the people who trust in Him. He would keep 
them safe. The day will be such a happy day for God’s people. They will sing and be happy. 
Zephaniah said, “God will be with you. God will take care of you. He will show you how much He 
loves you.” 

FOLLOW AN OBSTACLE COURSE 

WHAT YOU NEED:  Painter’s tape, pool noodles, crepe paper, chairs, and hula hoops.  
 

WHAT YOU DO:  Have preschoolers sit by the wall as you create a simple obstacle course for 
preschoolers to complete. Using painter’s tape, include a start and finish line. To create an obstacle 
course, consider adding strips of crepe paper to the ends of a table for preschoolers to go through 
as they crawl under the table, line up chairs for children to go around, lay foam pool noodles on the 
floor for preschoolers to jump over, and place hula hoops in an area for them to jump in and out of 
before they finish the course. Tell preschoolers that they will take turns to complete the obstacle 
course one at a time. Encourage preschoolers that are waiting for their turn to cheer their friends on 
as they complete the course. Assist as needed.  
WHAT YOU SAY: In our Bible Story we will learn about a man named Zephaniah who told others to 
love God and obey what He says. Sometimes, following Jesus can feel like an obstacle course! God 
wants us to make the right choice and love Him with our whole heart, but sometimes we don’t want 
to. Sometimes we want to follow our own way. But when we choose to follow Jesus, God promises 
that we will have joy. Even though it can be hard, God will help us love Him. God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to save us from sin and help us make right choices. We can trust that Jesus will help us and 
guide us to the best choice. 



CREATE CLOUD ART  
WHAT YOU NEED: 1 piece of black construction paper per preschooler, 1 piece of chalk or white 
crayon per preschooler 

WHAT YOU DO: Lead preschoolers to fold a piece of black construction paper in half. Instruct the 
preschoolers to draw clouds on the one side of the construction paper with a piece of chalk or a 
white crayon. On the other side of the construction paper, invite the preschoolers to draw a picture 
of themselves singing or praying to God. Recall the Bible story. Encourage the preschoolers to take 
turns showing both sides of their picture. 

WHAT YOU SAY: The clouds on the black construction paper show God’s sadness for the people 
not listening and obeying Him. God wants us to worship Him. The people of Judah worshiped other 
things and did not worship God. When we make the wrong choice, God wants us to repent and turn 
to Him. What is repentance? Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. One 
day, God will make all bad things good. God will fix the broken things and make them new. 

LEARN THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:   

WHAT YOU NEED: no supplies needed 

WHAT YOU DO: Teach your preschoolers to carry God’s Word in their heart by memorizing the key 
passage phrase, Acts 3:19, “Turn away from your wrong choices.” 
Teach them the following motions: 
 
Turn away (have preschooler turn their face away while covering their face)  
from your wrong choices (in a big motion wave your hands and nod your head as if saying “no”) 
Acts 3:19 (open your hands as if reading a book)

WHAT YOU SAY: It can be hard to repent by turning away from sin. But, when we trust in and love 
Jesus, He can help us turn to God. He helps us turn away from wrong choices so that we can obey 
God. 

SING DANCE AND BE HAPPY 
WHAT YOU NEED: Colorful scarves 

WHAT YOU DO: Play familiar, upbeat songs about Jesus on an electronic device for children to 
hear. Give each preschooler colorful scarves that they can use while dancing. Guide preschoolers 
to sing and dance along with the music. 

WHAT YOU SAY: We danced and sang songs. Zephaniah told the people the good news that a 
day is coming when God will fix everything that is wrong. He will make all bad things good. This will 
be a happy day for God’s people. They will sing and be happy. On this day, God will end all sin and  
Jesus will return to make everything right! When we trust in Jesus, we are safe with God forever.


