
God is Good to Give Mercy 
Luke 18 
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CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Everyone has sinned and needs God’s mercy and forgiveness. Jesus came to take 
the punishment we deserve for our sin by dying on the cross. We can ask God for 
forgiveness and because of Jesus, God will forgive our sin.  

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is mercy?  
Mercy is when God does not give us the punishment we deserve.  

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE: 
The Lord is a kind and loving God. – Exodus 34:6  



MAKE A KEY PASSAGE PHRASE POSTER 
WHAT YOU NEED:  1 piece of butcher paper per class, Bible, key passage phrase marker, stickers, painter’s tape, 
colorful washable markers  
 
WHAT YOU DO: Print the key passage phrase on a large piece of butcher paper with colorful washable markers. Place a 
Bible with a key passage phrase marker at Exodus 34:6. Invite a child to open the Bible to the phrase. Read the phrase 
and point to each word as you say it. Repeat the phrase and point to the words on the paper as you say them. Encourage 
preschoolers to decorate the banner with crayons. Provide stickers for preschoolers to stick on the banner. Hang your 
banner up before parents pick up so they can see the artwork their preschooler made.  
 
WHAT YOU SAY: We decorated a poster with our key passage phrase. We are learning that the Lord is a kind and loving 
God. What are ways you know God is kind? What are ways God shows He is loving? Allow preschoolers to answer & 
prompt answers as needed. A way God shows He is a loving and kind God is by giving mercy and forgiveness. 
Everyone has sinned and needs God’s mercy and forgiveness. Mercy is when we don’t get what we deserve. We can ask 
God for forgiveness and because of Jesus, God will forgive our sin. At the temple, the religious leader prayed, and the tax 
collector prayed. Where do you pray? Allow preschoolers to answer & prompt answers as needed.

GUIDE A PRAYER 
WHAT YOU NEED:  No supplies needed 
 
WHAT YOU DO:  Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle. If you have a large group of preschoolers, form smaller groups with 
an adult volunteer leader in each group. Explain to children that you are going to pray together, following the example of 
the tax collector. Guide the preschoolers through four parts of a prayer: telling God how great He is (praise), asking God 
for things we want and need (petition), thanking God for His good gifts (thanksgiving), and telling God we sin, and we 
need His mercy & forgiveness (confession). If a child does not want to pray aloud, encourage him to pray silently. Never 
force a child to pray aloud.  
 
WHAT YOU SAY: Because of Jesus, we can talk to God anytime and anywhere. God hears us when we pray. When and 
where do you like to pray? An important part of prayer is confessing: telling God when we have done something wrong 
and asking for His forgiveness. Everyone has sinned and needs God’s mercy and forgiveness. Jesus came to take the 
punishment we deserve for our sin by dying on the cross. We can ask God for forgiveness and because of Jesus, God 
will forgive our sin.  

MAKE COIN RUBBINGS 
WHAT YOU NEED:  Several large plastic or real coins on a table, packing tape, 1 piece of copy paper per preschooler,    
1 crayon per preschooler   
 
WHAT YOU DO: Place several large plastic and real coins on a table. Use clear packing tape to cover the coins entirely to 
secure them to the table. Direct each child to place a sheet of copy paper over a coin and color with the side of the crayon 
(wrapper removed) over the paper until an outline and design of the coin appears. Encourage preschoolers to make more 
coin rubbings on their papers. Talk about the Bible story. Encourage preschoolers to try to write their names on their 
papers or offer to write it for them.  
 
WHAT YOU SAY: These coins are types of money. People had to pay money called tax to a tax collector. Many people did 
not like tax collectors, because sometimes they did not tell the truth. In our Bible story, the tax collector prayed and asked 
God for forgiveness. Everyone has sinned and needs God’s mercy and forgiveness. We can ask God for forgiveness and 
because of Jesus, God will forgive our sin. 



LEARN THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
WHAT YOU NEED:  No supplies needed 
 
WHAT YOU DO: Teach your preschoolers to carry God’s Word in their heart by memorizing the key passage phrase, 
Exodus 34:6, “The Lord is a kind and loving God.” Say the phrase with your preschoolers and then have them repeat 
after you. Teach them the following motions: 

The Lord (point to the sky)

Is a kind (hug yourself)

And loving God (place hands over heart) 
 
WHAT YOU SAY: God is always kind to us. He is a good Father who wants to give us good gifts. He gives us everything 
we need and makes us His children when we trust in Jesus. He loves us so much. He does not want us to stay in our sin, 
so He sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. Jesus died on the cross, taking all our sin away. Then, Jesus rose from the grave 
to show us that sin has no more power over us. God will always love us. 


