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CHRIST CONNECTION: 
John called people to repent. Repent means to turn away from sin 
and turn to Jesus. When we trust in Jesus, he changes the way we 
think and act to help us love God and people.  

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is repentance? 
Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. 

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE: 
“Turn away from your wrong choices.” – Acts 3:19  



IMAGINE A WILDERNESS 

WHAT YOU NEED:  preprinted wilderness photos 

WHAT YOU DO: Tell the children that we will use our imaginations to pretend that our classroom 
looks like the wilderness. In the wilderness we see large, tall trees. We will see furry animals like 
deer and bears. We will see rivers and mountains. We will see birds in the sky and berries on trees. 
Have children form a line to follow you around the rooms, pretending to see all the things you 
described – trees, animals, rivers, mountains, etc. When finished, encourage children to sit in a 
circle in the middle of the room. Using the preprinted wilderness photos, show the children what 
they might see if they lived in the wilderness like John the Baptist. 

WHAT YOU SAY: John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin. He lived in the wilderness. How do you think 
the wilderness he lived in was alike or different than the one we imagined? John told people, 
‘Repent—turn from your sins!’ People from all around the land went to see John. They said they 
were sorry for their sins. When we trust in Jesus, Jesus changes the way we think and act and 
helps us to love God and people.  

COLOR JOHN THE BAPTIST  

WHAT YOU NEED: 1 “John the Baptist encouraged people to repent” print out per child, brown crayons 
 

WHAT YOU DO: Encourage preschoolers to sit around the table. Give each child a “John the 
Baptist encouraged people to repent” print out. Place brown crayons on the table. Describe John the 
Baptist to the preschoolers. John was the cousin of Jesus. He wore clothes made of camel hair and 
wore a leather belt around his waist. John lived in the wilderness and ate honey. John told the 
people to repent of their wrong choices. 
 

WHAT YOU SAY: John told people to repent. Repent means to turn away from wrong choices and 
turn to Jesus instead. When we turn to Jesus, He helps us to obey God and make the right choices. 
Jesus changes the way we think and act to help us love God and people. 



MAKE A MEGAPHONE  

WHAT YOU NEED: 1 construction paper per child, crayons, stickers, tape, 1 key passage label per 
child

WHAT YOU DO: Place construction paper, tape, crayons, and stickers on a table. Encourage 
preschoolers to decorate their papers with crayons and stickers. Show the children how to roll their 
papers shaping them into megaphones. Securely tape the paper edges in place. Place the pre-
printed Key Passage phrase label on the megaphone where it is visible. Demonstrate how to talk 
through a megaphone. 

WHAT YOU SAY: Our megaphones help us to speak louder. In the Bible story, John saw bad 
leaders coming toward him. He shouted at them, ‘If you really want to turn from your sins, change 
how you live.’ Our key passage phrase reminds us to do the same thing John told the people—turn 
away from our wrong choices. When we repent, we turn away from our sins and choose to obey 
God. 

LEARN THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:   

WHAT YOU NEED: no supplies needed 

WHAT YOU DO: Teach your preschoolers to carry God’s Word in their heart by memorizing the key 
passage phrase, Acts 3:19, “Turn away from your wrong choices.” 
Teach them the following motions:

Turn away (have preschooler turn their face away while covering their face)  
 
from your wrong choices (in a big motion wave your hands and nod your head as if saying “no”) 
 
Acts 3:19 (open your hands as if reading a book)

WHAT YOU SAY: It can be hard to repent by turning away from sin. But, when we trust in and love 
Jesus, He can help us turn to God. He helps us turn away from wrong choices so that we can obey 
God. 


