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CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Zephaniah told the people about a special day when God will take all 
sin away and Jesus will return. Jesus will make everything right and 
all things new. 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is repentance? 
Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. 

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE: 
“Turn away from your wrong choices.” – Acts 3:19  



SUNNY VS CLOUDY GROUP TIME 

WHAT YOU NEED:  1 copy of the sunny and cloudy photos printed on cardstock

WHAT YOU DO AND SAY: Invite preschoolers to group time by having them sit in a circle on the 
rug in your classroom. Tell each child you are so glad they are here at church today. Show your 
preschoolers the cloudy day photo and ask them to tell the class some things that they consider 
“bad news,” or things that make them sad. (OHP NOTE: If a child discloses abuse or neglect, 
immediately report the information to a staff member.)

Gently explain that Zephaniah (zef uh NIGH uh) was a prophet. God told Zephaniah about 
something that would happen one day. Zephaniah told the people, “A day is coming when God is 
going to punish people because they disobey Him.” Zephaniah told them it would be a bad, dark day 
with clouds. God would be sad because people did wrong things. Zephaniah said, “We can love 
God by spending time with Him when we pray and doing what He says.” 

Then, show them the sunny photo and invite children to share some “good news,” or things that 
make them happy. Explain that Zephaniah told the people some good news. When it was time for all 
the people to be punished, God would take care of the people who trust in Him. He would keep 
them safe. The day will be such a happy day for God’s people. They will sing and be happy. 
Zephaniah said, “God will be with you. God will take care of you. He will show you how much He 
loves you.” 

WALK IN THE LIGHT 

WHAT YOU NEED:  Roll of painter’s tape, flashlight  
 

WHAT YOU DO:  Gather your preschoolers in a group. Flash the overhead lights one or two times 
to get their attention and tell them we are going to play a game with the light. Place a piece of 
painter’s tape on the floor, about seven feet long, in the middle of the room. Turn off the overhead 
classroom light and instruct your preschoolers to walk, one at a time along the strip of painter’s tape. 
(For classrooms without windows, leave the light over the sink on, or the bathroom light.) Point out 
that it can be hard to walk on the path in the dark. Using a flashlight, walk backwards along the path 
to light the way for each preschooler to walk straight down the tape, one foot at a time.  
WHAT YOU SAY: There was a man named Zephaniah in the Bible. Zephaniah received special 
messages from God. Zephaniah told God’s people about a dark, cloudy day. On that day, sad things 
would happen to those who haven’t trusted in Jesus. Do you remember that it was hard to walk on 
the straight line when it was dark? The Bible says it is hard to follow Jesus when we have dark 
things in our heart like sin. But want to hear the best news ever?! Jesus died on the cross for our sin 
and took it all away! God said that day wouldn’t be sad for people who trust in Jesus. It will actually 
be the best day ever because we will be safe with Jesus who will make everything right! 



ASSEMBLE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE PUZZLES  

WHAT YOU NEED: 1 key passage phrase puzzle per preschooler (pieces cut and placed in 4 
assorted bags), zip lock bags, 1 piece of construction paper per preschooler, glue sticks 

WHAT YOU DO: Print a copy of the “Key Passage Phrase Puzzle” printable on copy paper for each 
preschooler. Pre-cut along the dotted lines, creating a puzzle for each child. Place the assorted 
pieces in 4 separate zip lock bags. Consider making an extra copy of the printable and leaving it 
uncut for preschoolers to use as a guide as they assemble the pieces. Give each preschooler a 
piece of construction paper and 1 puzzle piece from each bag. Lead children to assemble their 
puzzles on their pieces of construction paper. Then, help them glue the puzzle pieces on the 
papers with glue sticks. Say the key passage phrase, pointing to each word on their puzzles. Ask 
them to repeat the phrase with you. Practice the key passage phrase motions together. 

WHAT YOU SAY: In today’s true story from the Bible, Zephaniah spoke the message that God’s 
people were going to be punished because they disobeyed God. Just like how our parents 
sometimes punish us when we disobey, God told His kids that they needed to obey. Our key 
passage phrase says something very similar. It says, ‘Turn away from your wrong choices.’ To turn 
away from your wrong choices is to change our actions. We can all make the best choice. 

LEARN THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:   

WHAT YOU NEED: no supplies needed 

WHAT YOU DO: Teach your preschoolers to carry God’s Word in their heart by memorizing the key 
passage phrase, Acts 3:19, “Turn away from your wrong choices.” 
Teach them the following motions:

Turn away (have preschooler turn their face away while covering their face)  
 
from your wrong choices (in a big motion wave your hands and nod your head as if saying “no”) 
 
Acts 3:19 (open your hands as if reading a book)

WHAT YOU SAY: It can be hard to repent by turning away from sin. But, when we trust in and love 
Jesus, He can help us turn to God. He helps us turn away from wrong choices so that we can obey 
God. 


