
CHRIST CONNECTION:
God told Jonah to go tell people to stop making wrong choices. Jonah did 
not want to go. Later, God sent His own Son, Jesus, to tell people to stop 
making wrong choices. Unlike Jonah, Jesus wanted to obey God. He died 
on the cross to save us from sin. 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What makes people special?  
People are special because God made us in His own image.  

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:
“I will praise God because He made me.” – Psalm 139:14  

Jonah Warned of God’s Judgement  
Jonah 
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BEFORE THE BIBLE STORY: 

THE “OPPOSITE GAME”
 
WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed.
 
WHAT YOU DO: Explain to preschoolers that opposites are two different things. Hot and cold are 
opposites. Slow and fast are opposites. Let’s practice that! Instruct children to do the opposite 
action of what you say. Practice the actions so the children are clear on what the opposite action 
is. Suggested actions: jump high / squat low; hop forward / hop back; be happy / be sad; be silly / 
be serious; walk fast / walk slow; clap hands loudly / clap hands softly. 

WHAT YOU SAY: That was a great game, but would it be good to always do the opposite of what 
you were told? It is best to obey the people we trust. We can trust God because He is good. He 
always wants the best for us so we can obey Him. In our Bible story today, a man named Jonah 
did the opposite of what God told him to do. Everyone, take a deep breath, sit down, and put your 
listening ears on. Let’s listen to the story to hear what happened to him. 

OP - LARGE GROUP ORDER 

• WELCOME SLIDE 
• Song 1 – Love God & Everybody Else 
• Song 2 – Wherever He Goes 
• OBJECT LESSON 
• IBLE STORY  
• KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
• Song 3 – PERFECT 
• CLOSING PRAYER/DISMISSAL  

BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF THE SESSION: 
 

Give high fives, call preschoolers by name, and welcome them to large group with high energy. 
Get preschoolers ready to worship by giving them suggestions like – “When we worship Jesus we 
can sing and dance. Let’s loosen up our arms and hips so that we’re ready to dance. Can 
everyone help me say, ‘Good morning, Jesus!’ to get our voices ready?” Remind preschoolers that 
we will sing and dance to worship songs, and then you will have something fun to show them 
before listening to the Bible Story. Worship Jesus together. 

YP - LARGE GROUP ORDER 

• WELCOME SLIDE 
• Song 1 – Love God & Everybody Else  
• OBJECT LESSON  
• BIBLE STORY  
• Song 2 – Love the Way 
•KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
• CLOSING PRAYER/DISMISSAL  



LEARN THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
 
WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed

WHAT YOU DO: Teach your preschoolers to carry God’s Word in their heart by memorizing the key 
passage phrase, “I will praise God because He made me.” – Psalm 139:14

Teach them the following motions:

I will praise God (lift your hands in the air, like in worship) 

because He made (pat your hands together like patting down dough)

me (point to yourself)

Psalm 139:14 (open your hands as if reading a book)

WHAT YOU SAY: People are special because they are made by God. We can praise God because 
He made us all different and unique. We are special! Not like other animals, or like trees, or like rocks. 
We are people because God made us in His image. 
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