
CHRIST CONNECTION:
John called people to repent. Repent means to turn away from sin and 
turn to Jesus. When we trust in Jesus, he changes the way we think and 
act to help us love God and people.  

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is repentance? 
Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. 

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:
Turn away from your wrong choices. – Acts 3:19  
  

We are to Repent of Sin   
Matthew 3 
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BEFORE THE BIBLE STORY:

WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed

WHAT YOU DO: Invite preschoolers to stand with their arms outstretched to the side. 
Make sure that children are spaced out around the room and not near each other or any 
other possible trip hazards. Instruct preschoolers to slowly turn around with their arms 
extended, while you say, “Turn, turn, turn.” Then direct preschoolers to stop turning and not 
move when you say, “Stop!” Play several rounds, changing the directions they turn and 
varying the number of times you say, “Turn” before saying, “Stop!”  

OP - LARGE GROUP ORDER 

• WELCOME SLIDE 
• Song 1 – THE PLAN 
• Song 2 – FOLLOW ON 
• OBJECT LESSON 
• BIBLE STORY  
• Song 3 – GOD LOVES ME 
• KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
• CLOSING PRAYER/DISMISSAL  

AS PRESCHOOLERS ARRIVE: 
 

Give high fives, call preschoolers by name, and welcome them to large group with 
high energy. Get preschoolers ready to worship by giving them suggestions like – 
“When we worship Jesus we can sing and dance. Let’s loosen up our arms and hips 
so that we’re ready to dance. Can everyone help me say, ‘Good morning, Jesus!’ to 
get our voices ready?” Remind preschoolers that we will sing and dance to worship 
songs, and then you will have something fun to show them before listening to the 
Bible Story. Worship Jesus together. 
 

YP - LARGE GROUP ORDER 

• WELCOME SLIDE 
• Song 1 – FOLLOW ON 
• OBJECT LESSON 
• BIBLE STORY  
• Song 2 – GOD LOVES ME 
• KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
• CLOSING PRAYER/DISMISSAL 



WHAT YOU SAY: John gave a message to the people in Judea. He said, ‘Repent—turn 
[emphasize] from your sins—because the kingdom of heaven is near!’ People from all around 
the land went to see John. They said they were sorry for their sins, and then John baptized 
them in the Jordan River. When we turn away from anything that God says we should not do, 
that is when we repent. When we trust in Jesus, Jesus changes the way we think and act to 
help us love God and people. 

LEARN THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
 
WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed  

WHAT YOU DO: Teach your preschoolers to carry God’s Word in their heart by memorizing 
the key passage, Turn away from your wrong choices. – Acts 3:19 

Teach them the following motions:

Turn away (have preschooler turn their face away while covering their face) 

from your wrong choices (in a big motion wave your hands and nod your head as if saying 
“no”)

Acts 3:19 (open your hands as if reading a book)

WHAT YOU SAY: It can be hard to repent by turning away from sin. But, when we trust and 
love in Jesus, He can help us turn to God. He helps us turn away from wrong choices so that 
we can obey God. 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