


STORY  
 

Jesus met with a group of people who thought they were better than everyone else. Jesus told them a story 
to teach them a lesson. 

“Two men went into the temple to pray,” Jesus said. “One man was a religious leader.” Religious 
leaders tried hard to make God love them. They tried to follow all the rules. They even made up new 
rules to follow. 

“The other man was a tax collector,” Jesus said. Many tax collectors were unfair and dishonest. 
People usually did not like tax collectors. 

“At the temple, the religious leader stood alone and prayed. ‘God, I thank You that I am not greedy, 
dishonest, and unfaithful like other people. I am glad I am not like that tax collector. Two days a week, I 
fast, or don’t eat, to show You respect. I tithe too, giving You one-tenth of what I have.’ 

“The tax collector stood far away. He looked down at the ground because he was sorry for the wrong things 
he had done. The tax collector prayed, ‘Have mercy on me, God! I am a sinner!’ ” 

The religious leader’s prayer was very different from the tax collector’s prayer. Jesus said that God 
was happy with the tax collector, and He forgave him. But God was not happy with the religious 
leader. 

Jesus said, “If you put yourself above others, you will be put down. But if you are humble, God will honor 
you.” 
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GOD IS GOOD TO GIVE MERCY 
LUKE 18 

TALK ABOUT IT 
• How did Jesus teach people 

lessons?

• In Jesus’ story, which man did god 
forgive? 

• What did Jesus want people learn 
from his story?

KEY INFO 
KEY PASSAGE PHRASE: 
The Lord is a kind and loving God. 
Exodus 34:6  

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Everyone has sinned and needs 
God’s mercy and forgiveness. Jesus 
came to take the punishment we 
deserve for our sin by dying on the 
c ross . We can ask God fo r 
forgiveness and because of Jesus, 
God will forgive our sin. 

 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is mercy? 
Mercy is when God does not give us 
the punishment we deserve.  
  


