


 

STORY  
 

King Solomon was the richest and wisest king on earth. He loved God, but Solomon still made 
wrong choices. Solomon worshiped false gods. He built altars on the hill outside the city. 

This made God angry. God said to Solomon, “Since you have done this, I will take away the 
kingdom from you. You will be king the rest of your life, but when your son becomes king, he will 
only be king over one tribe.” 

Solomon had a servant named Jeroboam (jeR uh BOH uhm). One day, Jeroboam was walking 
down the road when he met a prophet, a person who got a message from God and then told it to 
people. The prophet took off his coat and tore it into 12 pieces. 

The prophet gave Jeroboam 10 of the pieces. He said, “God is going to take the kingdom away 
from Solomon. God will let Solomon and his family keep a small part, but you will get the bigger part
—10 tribes.” 

When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam (Ree huh BOH uhm) became king. The people did not 
want a king like Rehoboam. He was very mean to them. So they made Jeroboam king. Now the 
kingdom of Israel was divided. Jeroboam ruled over the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Solomon’s son 
only ruled over the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 
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SOLOMON’S SIN DIVIDED THE KINGDOM 
1 KINGS 10-12 

TALK ABOUT IT 
• How did Solomon sin against 

God?

• What did you learn about God in 
this story?

KEY INFO 
KEY PASSAGE PHRASE: 
The Lord is a kind and loving God. 
Exodus 34:6  

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Solomon sinned, and Israel was split 
into two kingdoms. God’s people 
needed a perfect king. So, God sent 
His Son, Jesus to be the perfect King 
who brings God’s people together.  

 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is mercy? 
Mercy is when God does not give us 
the punishment we deserve.  
  


