
  

 

SMALL GROUP SKILL BUILDING 

Establishing Rules and Consequences for Small Group
“Houston…we have a problem!” If you’ve been leading small group for any length of time, you’ve probably wanted to say 
something like this. Unfortunately, most of us are flying solo and don’t have a ground control to call into. Kids are great 
and well-behaved most of the time, but problems still occur. Here are some things you can do to help prevent or address 
problems:  

Establish rules for your group.  If you haven’t already, work with your leaders to come up with a short list of rules for 
small group. It might be something as simple as “Be Kind” (listen quietly and treat others with respect) and “Be Safe” 
(keep your hands to yourself and follow instructions carefully).  

Communicate the rules to your kids.  Kids can’t abide by your expectations if they don’t know what they are. For 
younger kids, you may want to go over the rules with your group weekly. For older kids, you might visit them once a 
month.   

Have consequences.  What good are rules if there aren’t any consequences for breaking them? An example of 
consequences might be something like “3 strikes.” Strike 1 is a warning. Strike 2 is a time-out on the wall. Strike 3 
involves calling the parents out of service to pick up their kid. Again, if you haven’t already, work with your leaders to 
establish the consequences that work best for your ministry.

Don’t be afraid to enforce the rules.  Inevitably, there will be kids who test the boundaries. When you enforce the 
rules, most kids will see that you mean business and quickly comply.

Call out the best in kids.  Whenever you apply consequences to a kid, it’s a good idea to have a follow-up 
conversation with them. Make sure they understand what behavior led to their consequences. Be sure to do it with 
grace, though. Always end by calling out the best in that kid. Tell them you know they can do better and that you look 
forward to seeing them again.  
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SMALL GROUP LEADER GUIDE 
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     Learn from Christ, Live in Christ, Lead Others to Christ

APRIL 23rd
STORY:   Parable of the Good Samaritan 
Bible Basis:    Luke 10:25-37  

BIG IDEA:  I can show compassion to others.
BASIC TRUTH:  I can make the wise choice.
KEY VERSE: “So then, everyone who hears my words 
and puts them into practice is like a wise man.  He builds 
his house on the rock.” Matthew 7:24 (NIrV)



BEFORE LARGE GROUP SERVICE (10-15 MIN) 

As kids arrive, greet them and their parents, check them “IN” on your iPads and 
begin to engage them in this opening activity to prepare them for the today’s story.
 

 

PICTURE THIS CONNECT QUESTIONS (Pre-Service Connect Activity) 

What You Say:   Today we’re continuing with our “Picture This” series. Once again, we’ll be 
exploring different parables in the Bible and picturing what it looks like to follow Jesus and live 
life His way. Our parable for today is about a guy with a major injury who needed major help.

Question: What’s the worst injury you’ve ever had? How did it happen?

Question: Did anyone show you compassion when you were hurt? What did they do for you?

Bible Story Coloring Page 
Some of the best conversations happen around a group of kids coloring together.  If you have 
kids who prefer a more quiet activity, but still want to connect; pass out this week’s Bible Story 
coloring page and talk to them about there week and then get them thinking about today’s 
Bible Story as you color together. This is a great way to get your quiet kids talking.  

ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITIES — THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the kids in your 
group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good thing (thumbs down). This is 
a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one another. 

PRAY WITH YOUR GROUP BEFORE HEADING TO LARGE GROUP 
Take a moment to pray with your kids before leading them to Large group.  Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to them, ask for 
peace over the room, and for them to hear clearly what God wants to say to them today.
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Supplies:
‣ 1 coloring page 

per child.
‣ Crayons or 

markers

Supplies:
‣ No supplies 

needed.



AFTER LARGE GROUP SERVICE (15-25 MIN) 
Choose one or two of the following activities to lead with your group. 

It’s okay if you do not complete all of the activities.  
Choose what fits your kids the best and have fun! 

BIG BIBLE STORY DISCUSSION 
For Younger Kids:
1. Who do you think was a neighbor to the hurt man? Why? 
2. Why do you think the priest and Levite didn’t help the hurt man?

For Older Kids:
1. Who do you think was a neighbor to the hurt man? Why? 
2. What do you think Jesus was trying to tell people through this parable?

THE M&M’s™ OF COMPASSION  (Application Activity) 

What You Say: These M&M’s™ all look a little different, don’t they? They’re different colors 
and some of them are even slightly different in shape. But, even though they have different 
colors and shapes, they’re all M&M’s™ on the inside. That’s how people are. We look 
different, we talk differently, we have different ideas, but we’re all people and God loves us 
the same. God shows compassion to everyone and He wants us to show compassion to 
others, no matter how different they are from us. Let’s play a game using our M&M’s™ to 
help us think of ways we can show compassion. 

Question: Who remembers what compassion means? (Answer: seeing someone in need and helping that person.) 

What You Do: Give each kid a small handful of M&Ms™ and a napkin. Tell the kids not to eat the M&Ms™ just yet. 
Have the kids secretly place one of their M&Ms™ in their hand and close it so no one can see the color. Tell your 
kids to hold their closed hands in the middle of the circle. Count to 3 and have everyone open their hands. Count to 
see which color was chosen the most. Have the kids who chose that color answer the corresponding question from 
below. When finished answering, those kids can eat that M&M™. Repeat this until all the color questions are 
answered below. At the end, let everyone finish eating any of their remaining M&Ms™. 

Red: What are some ways you could show compassion this coming week?
Yellow: Who are some people you have the hardest time showing compassion to?
Green: Tell us about a time in the past that you showed compassion.
Blue: Tell us about a time when someone showed compassion to you. 
Orange: In what ways has God shown compassion to you?
Brown: Do you know someone who shows a lot of compassion? Who is it and what do they do?
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Supplies:

‣ 1 fun size pack 
of M&M’s per 
child.  

‣ 1 napkin per 
child.

Supplies:

‣ No supplies 
needed.



SLAP IT (Bible Memorization Activity)

What You Do: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully 
with your kids several times so they can begin to memorize it. This month’s Bible verse 
says:

“So then, everyone who hears my words and puts them into practice is like a wise
man. He builds his house on the rock.” Matthew 7:24

When ready, remove the Bible verse sign and choose 2 kids to battle one another. Give 
both kids a set of Bible verse cards. Tell them to mix the cards up and spread them face 
down on the floor in front of them. Each card has a portion of the Bible verse on it. When 
ready, have them quickly flip the cards face up and slap them in the correct order while 
saying the word(s) on each card. The first kid to slap the cards and say the verse in the 
right order wins the round. For younger kids, their set will have numbers on each card to 
assist them if needed. Continue playing until every kid has had a turn. If time permits, play 
an elimination tournament until there is only one champion.

Question: How can you love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength this week?

Question: What does it mean to love your neighbor as you love yourself? What are some ways you can 
do that?

OPTIONAL:    If kids already have the monthly verse memorized, challenge them to learn another verse. Using the 
same activity above.

Younger Kids: “‘Love your neighbor as you love yourself.’” Luke 10:27

Older Kids: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love 
him with all your strength and with all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor 
as you love yourself.’” Luke 10:27

POST-IT® PRAYERS  (Group Prayer Activity)

What You Do: Give each kid a Post-it® Note and a marker or pen. Tell them to write their 
name on it along with something they need prayer for. For younger kids, just have them 
write their name. When everyone is finished, have them place their note face down in the 
middle of the group and mix them up. One at a time, have the kids slap their hand down on 
a random Post-it® Note, then lift it up with the note stuck to their hand. If a kid chooses their 
own, have them return it and choose another one. Tell them to read the name and (for older 
kids) the prayer request aloud. Next, have the kid who wrote the note tell a little bit more 
about their request (or for younger kids, share their request altogether). Encourage the kids to keep the note they 
selected throughout the week as a reminder to pray for that kid. Continue until every note has been chosen. When 
finished, allow the kids to pray aloud for one another before closing the activity in a final prayer.
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Supplies:

‣ 1 post-it note per 
child.

‣ Pens or Markers 

Supplies:

‣ 1 Bible verse 
sign per group. 
(Reuse weekly)

‣ 2 sets of Bible 
verse Cards per 
group (will reuse)

‣ Optional:  1 
Bible verse sign 
for Luke 10:27  
and 2 sets of 
Bible Verse 
cards.  
Short version for 
1st & 2nd grade 
and the Full 
verse for 3rd & 
4th grade.
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