
 8.3 Small Group Leader Guide  
Learn from Christ, Live in Christ, Lead Others to Christ 

 
© 2022 David Rausch.  All rights reserved.  Edited for use by Pinelake Church, 2023 

 

1 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Magic Circle 
When it comes time for you to sit down with your small group, there is no better configuration than a circle. If you 

have a group of younger kids who find it difficult to seat themselves in a nice circle, have them first hold hands in 

a circle and then sit down. The benefits of sitting in a circle are well worth the time it takes to organize your kids 

in the beginning. Here’s why: 

 

Everybody feels like they are a part of the group. When your group is arranged in a big clump, the kids sitting 

toward the outside often don’t feel like they’re a part of what’s going on, and their attention goes elsewhere. In a 

circle, no one is on the outside. 

 

The kids will talk to one another, not just you. You are the facilitator of conversation, not the center of it. If you 

organize your group like a miniature classroom, kids will become accustomed to talking and listening only to you. 

A circle allows kids to feel like they’re connected to everyone in the group.  

 

It’s easier to manage. When there’s a direct line of sight between you and all of the kids, they’re more apt to 

behave. You can quickly and easily address interruptions. Are there two kids distracting each other? Separate 

them in the circle. Is there a kid who is more difficult to manage? Seat him next to you in the circle.  

 

You can use eye contact to your advantage. Eye contact invites participation. If you have a kid who seldom 

participates, consider placing her across from you in the circle where she’ll get more eye contact. Conversely, 

you can place kids who dominate conversation next to you.  

 

 

 

BIG IDEA:  Jesus served others and wants us to do the same. 

BIBLE BASIS: John 13:1-17 

KEY VERSE: “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant 

of all.” Mark 9:35 (NIV) 
 

MEMORY VERSE:  “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant 

of all.” Mark 9:35 (NIV) 

 



 8.3 Small Group Leader Guide  
Learn from Christ, Live in Christ, Lead Others to Christ 

 
© 2022 David Rausch.  All rights reserved.  Edited for use by Pinelake Church, 2023 

 

2 

  

   

 

 

Greet parents and check-in kids on IPAD as they arrive while engaging 

kids in any of the opening activities below. 

SHAKE IT UP!  
 

What you do: Give each kid in your group a “Shake It Up” card and something to write 

with. Allow your kids to shake each of the mystery boxes and guess what’s inside. If 

they need an additional clue, they can look on the bottom of the box. When they think 

they know what it is, have them write their answer down on the card. For younger kids, 

be prepared to help them read the clue and write their answer. Once your group has 

had a turn recording their guesses, have them share with one another what they think 

is in each mystery box. Tell the kids in your group to bring their “Shake It Up” card with 

them to Large Group, where they’ll be asked what their guess is for each box. If time 

remains, ask them the following question: 

 

Question:  Have you ever had to do something that was really gross?  What was it?   

 

BIBLE STORY COLORING PAGE 
 

Some of the best conversations happen around a group of kids coloring together.  If 

you have kids who prefer a quieter activity, but still want to connect; pass out this 

week’s Bible Story coloring page and talk to them about their week and get them 

thinking about today’s Bible Story as you color together. This is a great way to get 

your quiet kids talking.  

 

THUMBS UP THUMBS DOWN 
 

Simply ask the kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week 

(thumbs up) and one not-so-good thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your 

group to share celebrations and struggles with one another. 

PRAY TOGETHER BEFORE LARGE GROUP 
 

Take a moment to pray with your kids before leading them to Large group.  Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to 

them, ask for peace over the room, and for them to hear clearly what God wants to say to them today. 

 

 

Supplies 

• 1 Bible story coloring 

page per child 
 

• Crayons or markers 

Supplies 

• 1 “Shake It Up” card 

per child 

• 4 Mystery Boxes per 

room 

• Crayons or markers 

Supplies 

• No supplies needed 
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For Younger Kids: 

1. What was your favorite part of this story?   
2. Why do you think Jesus washed His disciples’ feet? 

 
For Older Kids: 

1. What does this story teach you about Jesus? 
2. Jesus is Lord of all, yet He was willing to wash His disciples’ feet. What does that teach you? 

 
 

 

 (Application Activity)  

What you say: The world tells us that first is best and last is worst, but Jesus teaches 
us to do things backwards.  In our story today, Jesus put Himself last and served His 
disciples by washing their feet. When He was finished, He told His disciples that they should follow His example 
by serving others. We’re going to play a backwards game right now that will help us think of some ways we can 
live backwards and put others before ourselves. 
 
What you do: Divide your group into two teams. Read one sentence from the list below of ways you can serve 
others or put others first—with one catch: read it backwards (i.e. read the last word first and first word last.) When 
someone thinks they know what the sentence says, they must jump to their feet, turn backwards (with their back 
to the group), and give their answer. (Note: Kids need only get the basic idea of the sentence, not word for word.) 
If the answer is correct, award a point to their team. If the answer is incorrect, allow other kids to jump up and 
give their answer. You can read the line backwards multiple times if necessary. Continue playing until all of the 
sentences have been read and announce a winner. 
 

• Let your brother choose which TV show to watch. 

• Help your mom set the dinner table. 

• Give your old toys to someone who needs them. 

• Make dinner for your mom when she’s sick. 

• Let the other kids get a piece of cake before you do. 

• Invite the new kid to sit with you at lunch. 

• Clear the dinner table without being asked. 

• Help your little sister clean up her room. 

• Let your friend choose which game to play first. 

• Make your friend a get-well card when she is sick. 

• Let your classmates get in the lunch line first. 

 
Question:  Have you ever done any of those things for someone? How did it turn out? 
 
Question:  What are some other ways you can serve others or put them first? 
 
Question:  How do you think your life would be different if you served people and put them before yourself? 

Supplies 

• No supplies needed 
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Would your life be better or worse? Why? 
 

 

(Bible Memorization Activity) 

What you do: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully 

with your kids several times so they can begin to memorize it. When everyone is ready, 

turn the sign over so they can no longer read it. This month’s Bible verse says: 

 

“Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.” Mark 9:35 (NIV) 

 

For each round, have the kids stand up and say the Bible verse if they match the descriptions below. Tell the 

kids to “say it if…” 

 

• You’ve ever seen a shooting star. 

• You like when it rains. 

• You’ve ever had stitches or a broken bone. 

• You’ve ever had a pet fish. 

• You’re wearing green anywhere on you. 

• You’re missing a tooth or have a wiggly tooth. 

• You do not like snakes. 

 
After using the above suggestions, ask the kids if they want to make any up.   

 
Question:  In what ways did Jesus put us first and Himself last? 

 

 

 

(Group Prayer Activity) 

What you do: Begin by teaching the kids in your group how to give the “Hang Ten” hand 

sign made popular by the surf culture. Extend your thumb and pinky finger outward while 

curling your middle three fingers inward. Turn your hand so that your thumb is pointing 

toward yourself while your pinky is pointed toward others. Tell your kids they can use 

this as a reminder to pray not only for themselves, but for others too.   

 

Go around the circle having each kid practice the “Hang Ten” sign. While they’re practicing 

the sign, have them share one prayer request for themselves and one prayer request for 

someone else. When all of the kids have had a chance to share their requests, open the 

group in prayer. Allow anyone who would like to pray an opportunity to do so. When it 

seems like everyone who wants a turn has prayed, close the group in a final prayer. 

Encourage your kids to remember everyone’s prayer request and to be praying for them 

throughout the week.   

 

Supplies 

• 1 bible verse sign 

per group 

Supplies 

• No supplies 

needed 


