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Helping Kids Navigate the Bible 
 
“The B-I-B-L-E, Yes that’s the book for me! Unless you don’t know how to navigate it, in which case it just sits on your shelf 
collecting dust.” I like to imagine that these were the original lyrics to the famous Bible song. (Whatever it lacks in sing-ability, it 
makes up for with raw honesty.) The Bible is the greatest book ever written—it’s a book that has the power to not only change 
our lives, but our eternities as well. But how can God’s Word truly plant itself in a kid’s heart if they don’t know how to read it for 
themselves? Helping kids learn how to navigate the Bible is one of the most important things we can do. Here are a few tips to 
help you do exactly that: 
 
Show them the bones: Teaching kids about the basic “bones” of the Bible will help them get around on their own. Show them 
how the Bible is broken into 2 sections (Old and New Testament) and 66 books. Show them how each book is broken into 
chapters (the big numbers) and verses (the little numbers).  
 
Teach them about the Table of Contents: Some kids are Bible whizzes and can recite the 66 books in order and flip to them 
like lightning. For the rest of the kids, though, the Table of Contents can be a valuable tool. Point your kids to the Table of Contents 
and show them how to find a book quickly. 
 
Let them see you do it: Flip through your own Bible as you explain. Let the kids see you navigate the Bible as you illustrate each 
step. 
 
Don’t be a Bible hog: Instead of just reading to the kids, challenge them to look up the verses for themselves. It will take more 
time for the kids to find it, but it’s worth the investment. 
 
Give space, give hints, give answers: When you give the kids a verse to look up, first give them space to find it on their own. 
After a moment, give them hints on where to find it. “It’s in the Old Testament.” “It’s close to the middle of the Bible.” “Look for the 
big number 28.” Finally, when enough time has passed, help the kids who are struggling. If there are kids who are new to the 
Bible or continually struggle, spend some extra time with them afterwards 

 

BIG IDEA: Jesus is the greatest gift ever, so we can remember and celebrate His 
birth during Christmas. 

BIBLE BASIS: Isaiah 6, 53 

KEY VERSE: “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the [sins] of us all.” Isaiah 53:6 
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Greet parents and check-in kids on IPAD as they arrive. 
Engage kids in any of the opening activities below or other  
activities provided by your campus Kids Team. 
 

“BILLY BOB’S BANYARD THEATER” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: Today is the first week of a new series called “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater”. Have any of you ever acted 
in a play before? What was it? (Take answers.) Well, for the next four weeks, we’re going to have a chance to 
practice our acting skills while we tell the Christmas story. 
 
Question: What is one of your favorite Christmas traditions? Why is it your favorite? 
 
Question: If you could create a new Christmas tradition, what would it be? 
 
 
BIBLE STORY COLORING PAGE 
Some of the best conversations happen around a group of kids coloring together.  If 
you have kids who prefer a quieter activity, but still want to connect; pass out this 
week’s Bible Story coloring page and talk to them about there week and then get 
them thinking about today’s Bible Story as you color together. This is a great way to 
get your quiet kids talking.  
 
  
THUMBS UP THUMBS DOWN 
Simply ask the kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-
so-good thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 

PRAY TOGETHER BEFORE LARGE GROUP 
Take a moment to pray with your kids before leading them to Large group.  Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to 
them, ask for peace over the room, and for them to hear clearly what God wants to say to them today. 

 
 
 

Supplies 
• 1 Bible story coloring 

page per child 
 

• Crayons or markers 
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For Younger Kids: 
1. What was your favorite part of this story?  
2. How do you think the people will react when the prophets tell them to stop doing bad things? Why do you 

think that? 
 

For Older Kids: 
1. What does this story teach you about God? 
2. How do you think the people will react when the prophets tell them to stop doing bad things? Why do you 

think that? 
 
 

(Application Activity) 
 
Set up: Don’t allow kids to see the story ahead of time. 
 
What you say:  There are so many cool things about Christmas—the decorations, 
the food, the presents! In fact, sometimes it’s easy to forget the whole reason that we 
celebrate Christmas. We’re going to do an activity right now that will help us see how 
mixed up things can get when we take Christ out of Christmas. 
 
 
What you do: The following activity is similar to the popular word game, Mad Libs®. For each blank space in the 
“Great Christmas Mix-Up” story, ask the kids to come up with a word that fits the description (in bold below the 
blank space). Write their word in the space provided. When finished, read the mixed-up story to your group. 
 
What you say:  That story was crazy! Christmas is so much better when Jesus is at the center of it. Let’s try that 
again, but this time let’s put Jesus back into the story and see if we can get it right.  
 
What you do: Read the story to the kids one more time, but when you get to the blank space, ask them what the 
real answer is. (The real answer is included below the blank space in italics.) Optional: for added fun, award kids 
who give the right answer with a piece of holiday candy. When finished, ask your group the following question: 
 
Question for older kids: What can you and your family do this year to make sure that Jesus is at the center of 
your Christmas celebration? 
 
Question for younger kids: What can you and your family do this year to remember Jesus and celebrate his 
birthday? 
revenge. 
 

Supplies 
• 1 set of Great 

Christmas Mix-up 
story cards per 
group. 
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(Bible Memorization Activity) 

What you do: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it 
carefully with your kids several times so they can begin to memorize it.  
 

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the [sin] of us all.” Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) 

 
Begin the game by passing a candy cane around the circle. As the candy cane is 
being passed, have the kids read or recite the Bible verse from the card in the middle. 
When the group has finished reading the verse, the candy cane can no longer be passed (just like in the game 
“Hot Potato”). Next, flip the Bible verse card over so that the verse is no longer visible. Have the kid who is holding 
the candy cane recite the verse from memory along with the kids sitting to their left and right. If the kid holding 
the candy cane successfully recites the verse, they get a real candy cane to keep. Continue until the kids have 
confidently memorized the verse. When finished, consider giving a candy cane to any kid who didn’t get one. 
 
Question: What do you think it means when the verse says we’ve all gone astray and turned to our own way? 
(Answer: We’ve turned away from doing things God’s way and chosen to sin instead.) 
 
Question: In what ways have you gone astray or turned to your own way? 
 
 

(Group Prayer Activity) 

 
What you do:  Open a large bag of Christmas M&Ms® but leave the candy inside. 
Pass a napkin to each person. One at a time, allow each kid to use the spoon to 
scoop as many M&Ms® as they can or want out of the bag with one scoop. Tell them 
that for each piece of candy they get, they’ll have to answer a question, so the more 
they get, the more they have to share. Tell the kids not to eat the candy until you 
instruct them. Once everyone has a scoop of candy on their napkin, choose someone 
to go first. Have that kid hold up one of their pieces of candy. Depending on the color 
of the candy, have them answer the corresponding question: 
 
For each Red: God, I praise you for… 
For each Green: God, I need your help for… 
For each White: God, I’m sorry for…  
 
When they’ve shared, allow them to eat that piece of candy. Continue around the circle until all the candy is gone 
or enough prayer requests have been shared. 
 
 
 

Supplies 
• 1 “share size” bag 

of M&M’s per 
group 

• 1 plastic spoon per 
group 

• 1 napkin per child 

Supplies 
• 1 memory verse 

sign per group 
(Reuse weekly) 

• 1 paper candy cane 

• 1 real candy can per 
child. 
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