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              SNAPSHOT 
                      October 2, 2022: The Bronze Snake 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Understanding a Kid’s World 
One of the best ways to connect with kids is to understand the world they live in. Unfortunately, relying on our 
memories of being a kid won’t cut it. Newsflash: Kids don’t know who “Captain Caveman” is, and your 
“Speak and Spell” is a technological dinosaur to them. Even if you were a kid just a short while ago, the 
culture has already shifted considerably. Communicating with kids effectively, whether as a small group leader or 
a large group teacher, requires you to engage them at their level and in their world. Don’t let the task sound 
daunting, though—you’re surrounded by experts who would be happy to teach you! 
 
Ask the experts: Who’s the best person to ask about today’s kid culture? (Warning: Obvious answer 
approaching) Kids! Ask the kids in your ministry what their favorites are—movies, TV shows, music, board games, 
video games, apps, toys, etc. Be ready, though. Just like experts in any area, when you get them talking, they 
might not be able to stop! 
 
Do some research: Who said research has to be boring? Once you know what your kids are watching, playing, 
and hearing, you should watch it, play it, and listen to it yourself! You'll be surprised how much you learn about 
kids when you visit their world. 

 
Report your findings immediately: The next time you see the kids, tell them what you listened to, watched, or 
played. Their faces will most likely light up. You’ll be able to reference things that are relevant and interesting to 
them. Best of all, you’ll have an instant connection with them and they’ll see you in a whole new light. 
 
  

 

BIG IDEA: God is merciful and has lifted His Son upon a cross so that we might be 
saved from death. 

BIBLE BASIS: Numbers 21:1-9 

KEY VERSE: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love 
him with all your strength and with all your mind.” Luke 10:27a (NIrV) 
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(10-15 MIN) 

 
 

Greet parents and check-in kids on IPAD as they arrive.  
Engage kids in any of the opening activities below or other  

activities provided by your campus Kids Team. 
 
STRIKE A POSE 
What you say: Have you all been having fun with our “Snapshot” series? (Let kids respond.) Snapshots are 
great because they help us remember things. In fact, that’s what the “Snapshot” series is all about—it’s giving 
us a picture of God’s love and faithfulness that we can remember for a long time. And here’s the really fun 
part—we get to strike a bunch of crazy and fun poses to help tell the story. Let’s practice! 
 
Directions:  Tell the kids to strike the poses listed below. Use a camera or smartphone to take pictures of each 
pose. When finished, show the snapshots to your group and share with your ministry leader. 
 

• Monster pose 
• Surfer pose 

 
Question:  Today’s story involves snakes. Do you like snakes? Why or why not? 
 
Bible Story Coloring Page 
Some of the best conversations happen around a group of kids coloring together.  
If you have kids who prefer a quieter activity, but still want to connect; pass out 
this week’s Bible Story coloring page and talk to them about there week and then 
get them thinking about today’s Bible Story as you color together. This is a great 
way to get your quiet kids talking.  
  
THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
Simply ask the kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-
so-good thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 
PRAY WITH YOUR GROUP BEFORE HEADING TO LARGE GROUP 
Take a moment to pray with your kids before leading them to Large group.  Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to 
them, ask for peace over the room, and for them to hear clearly what God wants to say to them today. 
 
 

 

Supplies 
• 1 Bible story 

coloring page per 
child 
 

• Crayons or markers 
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              SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 

                       (15-25 MIN) 
 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY DISCUSSION  
 

For Younger Kids: 
1. What was your favorite part of this story?   
2. Why do you think God showed mercy to the Israelites even though they kept complaining and 

disobeying?   
 

For Older Kids: 
1. What do you think this story teaches us about God?   
2. Do you think the Israelites deserved God’s mercy? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
PLAY DOUGH PICTURES (Application Activity) 
Set up:  Provide enough play dough to each small group so that every kid has a 
small handful to use.  Keep four additional handfuls of play dough aside so you can 
pass them out as needed. If your group is seated on a carpeted floor, you may want 
to provide each kid with one piece of cardstock paper to use for molding their play 
dough.   
 
What you say: :  Right now, we’re going to remember what happened in the story 
of the Bronze Snake. I’ll ask you some questions about the story, but instead of 
answering the questions with words, you’ll answer with play dough pictures first.   
 
What you do:  Give each kid in your group a piece of play dough but keep a few pieces for yourself. Ask them 
the questions below one at a time. After asking a question, direct the kids to form a picture with their play dough 
that represents their answer. When the kids are finished forming their picture, have them show their creation 
and allow them to recount that part of the story. After each question, choose the best play dough creation and 
set it aside for later. Give the kid whose play dough you took one of the pieces that you kept for yourself. 
 
Play Dough Picture Questions 

• What attacked the Israelites when they sinned against God? (Picture option: snake) 
• What happened to some of the Israelites when they got bit? (Picture option: sick or dying person) 
• What did God have Moses build to save them? (Picture option: bronze snake on a pole) 
• What happened when the Israelites looked at the bronze snake? (Picture option: happy person) 

 
Remind the kids how the story of the “Bronze Snake” gives us a snapshot (or picture) of an even more amazing 
story—the story of Jesus’ death on the cross. Pull out the play dough creations that you set aside earlier. One 
at a time, place the play dough creation in the middle of the circle and ask the kids the following questions: 
 
 
 
 
 

Supplies 
• 1 handful of play 

dough for every 
child 

• 1 dry erase board 
or piece of 
cardstock per child 
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• Snake:  How did Satan first appear to Adam and Eve?   
• Sick or dying person:  What happened to people when Satan poisoned them with sin? 
• Snake on pole: (straighten the snake to form a cross) Instead of a wooden pole, though, what did God 

use to save his people? 
• Happy or healed person:  Jesus died on the cross for our sins. What does God promise to anyone 

who looks to Jesus for forgiveness? 
 
Question:  Did anyone look to Jesus and pray the ABC prayer for the first time today? (If someone says “yes,” 
celebrate that decision and ask if he would like to share any details.) 
 
Question:  Has anyone here already prayed to become a Christian? How did it happen for you? 
 
 
 
 
mETEOR SHOWER (Bible Memorization Activity)  
 

Set up:  Use tape to create a square on the floor that is about 8 feet (2.5 meters) in 
width. Crumple 10-15 pieces of paper into balls. 
 
What you do:  Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it 
carefully with your kids several times so they can begin to memorize it. Today’s 
Bible verse says: 
 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him 
with all your strength and with all your mind.” Luke 10:27a (NIrV) 
 
When ready, have the kids stay seated but spread out within the square. Tell them  
that the square is their space station, and the crumpled pieces of paper are meteors. Their mission is to protect 
the space station from getting hit by the meteors. Count to three and throw all ten meteors simultaneously into 
the air above the space station. The kids will have to catch or swat the meteors out of the air, but some meteors 
will inevitably get through. Once a meteor has touched the floor, it cannot be moved. Count how many meteors 
landed in the space station and have the group recite the verse together that many times.  Continue playing 
rounds for as long as you would like. 
 
Note:  Depending on the number of kids in your group, you may want to adjust the number of meteors up or 
down. 
 
Question:  What similarities do you remember between the “Bronze Snake” story and the story of salvation 
through Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supplies 
• 1 memory verse 

sign per group 
(Reuse weekly) 

• 1 roll of painter’s 
tape 

• 10 – 15 pieces of 
paper crumpled 
into balls 
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prayer chain (Group Prayer Activity) 
 

Setup:  Cut sheets of different colored paper into four long strips. There should be 
enough strips of paper so that every kid has one. 
 
What you do:  Give each kid in your group a strip of colored paper. Tell the kids to 
think of one person that they would like to tell about Jesus or invite to church. Next, 
have them write the name of that kid on the strip of paper in the most fun, colorful, 
and imaginative way they can. When finished, ask the kids to share who they wrote down, how they know that 
person, and anything else they would like to say about that person. Next, lead your group in a closing prayer. 
Encourage the kids to pray that God would help them tell their person about Jesus and invite them to church. 
Finally, when the prayer is over, link the strips of paper together in the form of a chain using tape or staples to 
connect each link. If applicable, consider linking your group’s chain together with the other group’s chains.   
 
 
 
 
 

Supplies 
• 1 strip of colored 

paper per child 

• Pencils, markers or 
crayons 
 
 

•  


