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The Basics of Blocking: Using Levels 
 
“Blocking” is a drama term that refers to how you move and position your body while acting or teaching. 
Good blocking is like visual candy for kids—it pulls them deeper into your message. Poor blocking, on the 
other hand, can put your kids to sleep. One of the most effective ways to employ blocking to your 
advantage is to use a variety of levels (the highs and lows of your space). In fact, at the moment you 
change levels, you’ll probably notice an increase in the kids’ attention. From high to low, here are some 
different levels you can use along with the message they convey:  

Elevated level: If you stand on a chair, a ladder, or some other tall, stable object, you’ll be towering over 
the kids. This is the most dominant level and it’s great when you want to have an overbearing presence. 
Are you speaking as if you were Goliath or an angry king? Place yourself high above the kids to help 
them feel the overwhelming power of the situation.  

 
Standing level: This is your baseline level—the one you’ll use most often. People often address kids 
from a standing position, so it’s one they’re very familiar with and it doesn’t necessarily convey either 
dominance or intimacy.  
 
Seated level: This level is beginning to put you closer to the kids and therefore is a more relaxed and 
comfortable level. It’s a good level to be at when you want to share something from the heart. This might 
be a great level to use while sharing a personal story, depending on the nature and energy of the story.  
 
Kneeling level: Kneeling puts you almost at eye level with the kids and is therefore the most personal 
and intimate of the levels. You might employ this level near the end of a lesson when you’re sharing the 
truth about Jesus’ immense love for them. If you get on your knees, and speak softly and slowly, the kids 
will eat up every word you say!  

  

BIG IDEA:  I can show compassion to others. 

BIBLE BASIS:  Luke 10:25–37 

KEY VERSE: “So then, everyone who hears my words and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man. He builds his house on the rock.” 
Matthew 7:24 (NIrV) 

BASIC TRUTH:   I can treat others the way I want to be treated. 
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“Picture this!” That’s what we say when we want people to imagine what something would look like. It was 
also one of Jesus’ favorite expressions. Well…not really, but kind of! Jesus often told parables to create a 
clear and memorable picture of what it looks like to follow God. It’s as if Jesus was saying, “Picture this—
a man had two sons…” During “Picture This,” kids will get to interact with Jesus’ parables by creating a 
series of their own fast-paced pictures! Best of all, while they’re releasing their inner Picasso, they’ll also 
be learning and experiencing what it means to follow our ever-living, ever-loving God. 
 
 

  

 
   HOST, GAME & STORY: 

o Set up 2 paper pads w/ easels in the teaching area where all of the kids can see it. Be sure there 
are enough pieces of paper on the pad for all of the drawings. Each “Parable Picture” will need its 
own piece of paper. 

o Place a marker near the paper pad. 
o Using tape, create a line down the center of your room. 
o Print out the “Parable Picture Cards” and cut them apart. Place them in the teaching area for use 

during the “Picture This” drawing challenge during the telling of the Big Bible Story.  
 

   STORY:   
o 1 table for teaching illustrations. 
o Fill a clear jar about a third of the way with water. Use food coloring to turn the water green.  
o Fill another clear jar about a third of the way with vegetable oil. Be sure to have a lid for at 

least one of the jars.  
o Set the 2 jars in the teaching area along with a bottle of liquid dish soap.  

 
• OPTIONAL:  Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make 

available. Set out the appropriate materials for each of those stations.  
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CG: “Picture This” title graphic 
SFX:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
CG:   Play “Picture This” 5-countdown 
VDO: Play “Picture This Intro Video” 
 
 

 
HOST OPENER  
CG: “Picture This” title graphic 
SFX:  Play music of your choice as Host enters, fade out when they begin speaking. 

 
HOST: Hey Pinelake friends and welcome back to another artfully awesome week of “Picture This”, a series 
where we get to picture what it looks like to love and follow God. Speaking of pictures, Jesus asked people 
to picture things all the time. He did it through short stories. Does anyone remember what those stories are 
called? (Call on kid.) That’s right! They’re called “parables.” A parable is a short story in the Bible that gives 
us a picture of how God wants us to live. Jesus used these parables to make His instructions easier to 
understand and remember. Today, we’re going to be picturing what it looks like to love someone who is 
different from us. So, to get started, we’re going to see how different the people in this room because it’s 
GAAAAAME TIME! 
 

Ahead of time, create a tape line down the center of the room or in various areas of your 
room – you can do it by grade, gender, or whatever, create the lines according to your 
space and number of kids 

 
GAME TIME: THIS OR THAT 
VDO:                 “Game Time” bumper 
CG:  “This or That” slide 
SFX:     High energy music during game 
 
HOST:  Welcome the THIS OR THAT, the game where we are all going to picture what it looks like to love 
someone who is different than us!  
 
HOW TO PLAY:  Have everyone stand on the line. Call out the opposites listed below and point in a 
direction for each. Tell the kids to quickly choose their favorite and carefully race to the correct side of the 
line. At the end, have the kids take a seat. Opposites might include the following: 

 
• Cake or ice cream? 
• Cats or dogs? 
• Hamburgers or pizza? 
• Sports or electronics? 
• Blue or red? 
• Night or morning? 
• Mountains or beach? 
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HOST:  Wow! There seems to be a lot of differences in this room. Do you think there were many people 
who picked all the same things as you? (Kids respond.) Probably not. God made us all different. Not only 
are there people who like different things than you, there are people who believe different things, people 
who look different, and people who act different. So how should we treat people who are different from us? 
Wait—don’t say anything just yet! I think our parable for today might help us picture the answer. But before 
we get to the story today, let’s stand up and praise God for loving us and giving us wisdom from His word!  
 
WORSHIP  
VDO:   WORSHIP BUMPER | Worship team enters 
 
Worship Song #1  
 
Worship Song #2  

 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
VDO:  “Word Title Pkg” | Bumper for storyteller entrance  
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” title graphic 

STORYTELLER:  As Jesus traveled around teaching, a man approached Him with a question. He said to 
Jesus, “Teacher, what do I need to do to have eternal life?” Jesus asked the man, “What do you think?” 
The man thought for a moment before he remembered a passage from scripture. This is how he answered 
Jesus: 
 
CG: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him with all 

your strength and with all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.’” Luke 10:27 

 
STORYTELLER:  The man was very impressed with his own answer. He probably looked around at 
everyone and gave them a “yeah—I’m pretty awesome” look. Can you all show me your “yeah—I’m pretty 
awesome” look? (Give your look along with the kids.) But he wasn’t finished, though. He had one more 
question. “Jesus,” the man said, “who is my neighbor?” Jesus answered his question by telling a story 
called, “The Parable of the Good Samaritan.” Let’s play “Picture This” to find out what the parable is all 
about.  

Pre-select six kids to come up to the stage to the teaching area. Divide the kids in audience 
into two teams to guess the pictures. Be ready to whisper the name of the card into the ear 
of the kids drawing if they do not read well.  

 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
 
HOW TO PLAY:  Show the “Parable Picture” card with the picture that needs to be draw to the first kids 
and have the first kid quickly and silently draw their picture on the paper pad and the team that guesses 
their picture first wins!  Next, tear the paper off and have the artist stand with their picture to the side. 
Choose the next kid to draw the next picture and repeat the above instructions. In the end, there should be 
6 kids standing across the teaching area holding the following pictures in this order: road, sad face, church, 
boxing gloves, donkey, money 
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STORYTELLER:  They did a great job picturing this parable. Check it out—Jesus talked about a Jewish 
man who was walking down the road (point to road picture) when he was attacked by robbers. The robbers 
left him on the road to die (point to sad face). Can you fall back like you’re dying? (Kid falls down dead.) 
The first person to come by was a priest from the temple (point to church picture). The temple was kind of 
like a Jewish church, which means the priest was Jewish just like the hurt man. The hurt man must have 
cried out, “I’m saved!” Can you cry that out with me? (Cry out “I’m saved” with kids.) But instead, the priest 
crossed to the other side of the road (point to road picture again) and didn’t help the man.  
 
Next, a Levite came by. He was also from the temple (point to church picture again) and Jewish—just like 
the hurt man. When the hurt man saw one of his own people approaching, he probably yelled out, “I’m 
saved!” Can you yell that out with me? (Cry out “I’m saved” with kids.) But just like the priest, the Levite 
crossed to the other side of the road (point to road picture again) and didn’t help.  
 
Finally, a Samaritan came by. (Point to boxing gloves.) Samaritans were nothing like Jews. They looked 
different, they talked different, and they acted different. Samaritans and Jews were always fighting with 
each other. When the hurt man saw the Samaritan coming by, he probably thought, “Oh no—I’m a goner!” 
Yell that with me. (Yell out with kids.) But instead, the Samaritan helped the hurt man. He put the hurt man 
on his donkey (point to donkey drawing) and paid money (point to money picture) to have someone care 
for him. Jesus finished His story by asking, “Who do you think was a neighbor to the hurt man?” I’m curious 
what you think the answer is to that question. Turn to your small group and tell them what you think. 
 

Dismiss kids to their seats, pre-select someone to help stick the pictures on a back or side 
wall while you continue teaching. 

 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
VDO:  (Optional) Play “Journey Today Show” video (requires GO+ subscription) 
                          If you do not have a live storyteller this is a great option – it’s also a great option to  
                          use during extended Large Group if needed.  
 
BIBLE STORY CONTINUED - SHOWING COMPASSION 
STORYTELLER:  In our story for today, the priest and Levite treated the hurt man like a dead skunk—
they ran past as fast as they could! But not the Samaritan. Even though he was different from the Jewish 
man, he reacted with compassion. Wait a second! Did you catch that word? Compassion. Who knows 
what that means? (Take answers.) Compassion is showing kindness to someone who is poor or 
suffering. 
 
CG:  compassion, (noun): Showing kindness to someone who is poor or suffering. 
 
STORYTELLER:  That is our big idea today, Let’s say it together!  
 
CG:  “I can show compassion to others” Big Idea graphic 
 
 One of the best ways to show compassion to someone is to treat them the way you want to be treated. In 
fact, that’s what Jesus said before He told the parable of the Good Samaritan. Let’s take a look.  
 
CG: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him with all 

your strength and with all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.’” Luke 10:27 
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STORYTELLER:  In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus said that our neighbor isn’t just the person 
who lives next door to us. He said that anyone who needed help is our neighbor. In other words, everyone 
is our neighbor. That means we should show compassion to everyone—even if they’re different from us. 
Sometimes that’s kind of hard, though. Sometimes people don’t want to mix with others who are different 
from them, but compassion helps us to overcome that. Let me show you what I mean.  
 

Invite a kid to the stage to help you, then hold up a jar with green water. 
 
ILLUSTRATION - LIKE WATER AND OIL 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
STORYTELLER: Look at this jar of water right here. The water is kind of like us. Now look at this jar of 
oil.  

Hold up jar of oil. 
 
Think in your head about someone who looks or acts different than you. (Short pause.) The oil is kind of 
like people who are different from us.  
 

Hand the jar of oil to the volunteer and ask them to pour it into the jar of 
water. 

 
What’s happening? (Take answers.) Good observation! The water and oil don’t want to mix with each other. 
That’s how a lot of people are. They don’t want to mix with people who are different from them. But look at 
this.  

Hold up bottle of soap. 
 
This is a bottle of soap, but we’re going to call it liquid compassion. When we have compassion in our 
hearts, this is what happens.  

Have the volunteer squeeze soap into the water and oil mixture. Place the 
lid on and shake the mixture up. 

 
The water and oil are beginning to mix together. When we have compassion, it helps us to mix with people 
who are different from us—just like the Samaritan mixed with the hurt man.  
 

Thank your volunteer and dismiss them back to their seat. 
 
GOD SHOWS COMPASSION TO US 
CG:  compassion, (noun): Showing kindness to someone who is poor or suffering. 
STORYTELLER: (Take a seat or kneel close to the kids.) There are a lot of reasons why we should show 
compassion to others. Do you know the best reason, though? We should show compassion to others 
because God showed compassion to us! Even though we sin and disobey God, God showed compassion 
to us by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for us. Although we deserved to die and spend forever 
separated from God, He loved us too much to let that happen. If you ever struggle with showing compassion 
to others, think about the incredible compassion that God showed to you.  
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the 
Holy Spirit prompts you.  
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CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
Music:  (Optional) Play quiet instrumental music 
 
HOST CLOSER 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
HOST: Who remembers our memory verse for this month?  Let’s say it together.  
 
CG: “So then, everyone who hears my words and puts them into practice is like a wise 

man. He builds his house on the rock.” Matthew 7:24 (March Memory Verse) 
  
HOST:  The parable of the Good Samaritan reminds us of the importance of showing compassion to others, 
Let’s say our Big Idea together AND our basic truth this week!  
 
CG:  “I can show compassion to others” Big Idea graphic 
 
CG:  “I can treat others the way I want to be treated” Basic truth graphic 
 
HOST:  We show compassion to others because God has shown compassion to us and He loves us, even 
when we are unlovable.  I hope you never forget the truth from God’s word you heard today.  I’ve a got a 
few things to share and then you’ll get to go have an awesome time in small group!  

CG:   Next New Beginnings Class 
CG:   First Time Guests  
CG:   Birthday Recognition Slide (if you do this)  
CG:   Other things happening on your campus!  
SFX:   High energy music as exit. 
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CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss the following 
questions.  After a few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area. You may want to ask the 
kids for some of their answers to hear what they were thinking.  
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
 
Younger Kids: Who do you think was a neighbor to the hurt man? Why? Why do you think the 
priest and Levite didn’t help the hurt man?  
 
For Older Kids: Who do you think was a neighbor to the hurt man? Why? What do you think Jesus 
was trying to tell people through this parable? 

 
(Set up at tables or on carpets with all supplies and hand sanitizer) 
 
Prayer Station prompt: Think of someone who is different from you or someone you have trouble getting 
along with. Write a prayer asking God to help you show compassion to that person.  
 
Journal Station prompt: Think of all the people in your life who might need help with something. Write 
down some ways that you could show compassion or love to those people.    
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Luke 10:25–37. Write to God your favorite part of the parable. 
Tell Him why you liked it. 
 
Art Station prompt: Draw a picture of a way that you can show compassion to someone this week. 
Underneath the picture, write this week’s verse: “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  


