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The Basics of Blocking: Using Levels 
“Blocking” is a drama term that refers to how you move and position your body while acting or teaching. 
Good blocking is like visual candy for kids—it pulls them deeper into your message. Poor blocking, on the 
other hand, can put your kids to sleep. One of the most effective ways to employ blocking to your 
advantage is to use a variety of levels (the highs and lows of your space). In fact, at the moment you 
change levels, you’ll probably notice an increase in the kids’ attention. From high to low, here are some 
different levels you can use along with the message they convey:  

Elevated level: If you stand on a chair, a ladder, or some other tall, stable object, you’ll be towering over 
the kids. This is the most dominant level and it’s great when you want to have an overbearing presence. 
Are you speaking as if you were Goliath or an angry king? Place yourself high above the kids to help 
them feel the overwhelming power of the situation.  

 
Standing level: This is your baseline level—the one you’ll use most often. People often address kids 
from a standing position, so it’s one they’re very familiar with and it doesn’t necessarily convey either 
dominance or intimacy.  
 
Seated level: This level is beginning to put you closer to the kids and therefore is a more relaxed and 
comfortable level. It’s a good level to be at when you want to share something from the heart. This might 
be a great level to use while sharing a personal story, depending on the nature and energy of the story.  
 
Kneeling level: Kneeling puts you almost at eye level with the kids and is therefore the most personal 
and intimate of the levels. You might employ this level near the end of a lesson when you’re sharing the 
truth about Jesus’ immense love for them. If you get on your knees, and speak softly and slowly, the kids 
will eat up every word you say!  

  

BIG IDEA:  God’s love is never-ending.  

BIBLE BASIS:  Luke 15:11–32 

KEY VERSE: “So then, everyone who hears my words and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man. He builds his house on the rock.” 
Matthew 7:24 (NIrV) 

BASIC TRUTH:   I can make the wise choice. 
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“Picture this!” That’s what we say when we want people to imagine what something would look like. It was 
also one of Jesus’ favorite expressions. Well…not really, but kind of! Jesus often told parables to create a 
clear and memorable picture of what it looks like to follow God. It’s as if Jesus was saying, “Picture this—
a man had two sons…” During “Picture This,” kids will get to interact with Jesus’ parables by creating a 
series of their own fast-paced pictures! Best of all, while they’re releasing their inner Picasso, they’ll also 
be learning and experiencing what it means to follow our ever-living, ever-loving God. 
 
 

  HOST & GAME  
o Set up a paper pad on an easel in the teaching area where all kids can see it. Be sure there are 

enough pieces of paper on the pad for all the drawings. Each “Parable Picture” will need its own 
piece of paper. 

o Place a marker near the paper pad. During the “Picture This Intro,” one kid will be using their 
mouth to draw a series of pictures. Be sure to have a separate marker for this activity. You might 
also want to have a wet wipe available to wipe the marker off after it’s been used.  

o Print out the “Crazy Drawing Challenge Cards” and cut apart. Place them in the teaching area. 
Each card has a word on it to be used during the “Crazy Drawing Challenge” during the intro. 

 
  STORY:   

o Use easels from game and have 2 new markers available since previous markers were in the 
mouths of kids.  

o Print out the “Parable Picture Cards” and cut apart. Place them in the teaching area for use 
during the “Picture This” drawing challenge during the telling of the Big Bible Story.  

o Place a large paper or cardboard cross on one of the walls in your room or if you have a free-
standing cross place that in the room. Be sure that there’s room for your kids to stand near 
the cross and that the path to the other side of the room is clear.  

o Place small tables near the cross.  (Number of tables will depend on your set-up and how 
many children in your large group space.) 

o Put notecards, markers, and tape near the cross. Kids will use these to attach their sins to the 
cross.  

   
 

o OPTIONAL:  Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make 
available. Set out the appropriate materials for each of those stations.  
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CG: “Picture This” title graphic 
SFX:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
CG:   Play “Picture This” 5-countdown 
VDO: Play “Picture This Intro Video” 
 
 
 

HOST OPENER  
CG: “Picture This” title graphic 
SFX:  Play music of your choice as Host enters, fade out when they begin speaking. 

 
HOST:   Ya’ll!  I am so glad to see you today and can’t believe this is the last week of “Picture This!” During 
“Picture This,” we’ve been taking a look at some of the different parables that Jesus told. Wait! Time out—
who remembers what a parable is? (Take answers from kids.) That’s right! A parable is a short story that 
gives us a picture of how God wants us to live. It was a way for Jesus to make His teachings easy to 
understand and to remember. Before we jump into today’s parable, though, who is ready for another 
GAAAAAME of CRAAAAZY DRAWING CHALLENGE?!! 
 
GAME TIME: CRAZY DRAWING CHALLENGE 
VDO:                 “Game Time” bumper 
CG:  “Crazy Drawing Challenge” slide 
 

Pre-select two kids and 2 leaders to come up to the stage to the teaching area. Divide the kids in 
audience into two teams to guess the pictures. Each team will have 1 kid and 1 leader.  Each team 
will get two cards to draw so at the end of the game there will be 4 pictures to use for the Bible 
story introduction. 

 
HOST: I’ve pre-selected some friends and we’re going to play a quick round of “Picture This. “These kids 
are going to draw some pictures as fast as they can while the rest of you guess what it is. You’ll have 2 
minutes to draw and guess the pictures given to your team.  The team who finishes first, wins!   
 

Picture cards - triangle, circle, dollar sign, and the letter “U.” 
 

VDO:  Play “Picture This 2-minute Countdown” 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
 
HOST: Wow! There are some amazing artists in this crowd!  These pictures are amazing!  In just a few 
minutes we are going to look at a parable that shows us something amazing about God’s love.  
 
God’s love is older than anything in the world, even the ancient pyramids.  (point to triangle picture)  
 
God’s love is like a circle (trace your finger around the circle picture) it’s never-ending.  
 
God’s love is more precious than all the money in the world. (point to dollar sign picture)  
 
And best of all, God’s love is for you! (point to the letter “U”)  
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HOST:  Our Big idea for today is just that! Let’s say it together before we stand together and 
worship the God who is SO IN LOVE WITH YOU!  
 
CG:  “God’s love is never-ending.” Big Idea graphic 
 
 Host exits as worship team enters. 
 
WORSHIP  
VDO:   WORSHIP BUMPER | Worship team enters 
 
Worship Song #1  
 
Worship Song #2  

 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON 
VDO:  “Word Title Pkg” | Bumper for storyteller entrance  
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” title graphic 

Pre-select six kids and 2 leaders to come up to the stage to the teaching area. Divide the kids in 
audience into two teams to guess the pictures. Each team will have 3 kids and 1 leader.  Each 
team will get three cards to draw so at the end of the game there will be 6 pictures to use for the 
Bible story.  

 
STORYTELLER:  Last week, we heard how the Pharisees were upset that Jesus was spending time with 
sinners. So, Jesus told them the parables of the Lost Coin and Lost Sheep to show them that God loves 
everyone—even people who sin and wander away from Him. But He wasn’t finished, though. Jesus had 
one more incredible parable to show people just how enormous God’s love is. It’s called the “Parable of the 
Prodigal Son.” Let’s play another round of “Picture This” to find out what the parable is all about. I’ve pre-
selected some more friends to help us out this morning! These kids are going to draw some pictures as fast 
as they can while the rest of you guess what it is. The team who finishes first, wins!   
 

Picture cards - money, suitcase, pizza, pig, shovel, and balloons.  
 

VDO:  Play “Picture This 2-minute Countdown” 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
 
STORYTELLER:  Great job, everyone! These are some incredible drawings—and best of all, they help tell 
our parable for today. Let’s look. Jesus said that a son goes to his father and says that he wants all his 
inheritance—which is the money he would get when his dad died. e would get when his dad died. 
 

point to money picture 
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STORYTELLER:  He was basically telling his dad that he wished his dad was dead so he could get all his 
money. Can you all say “not cool” with me? (Repeat with kids.) But instead of getting mad, the dad said 
“Okay, here you go.”  
 
The son took his dad’s money and left home to go and live on his own,  

 
point to suitcase picture  

 
but the money didn’t last long. The son wasted all his money on crazy things. Now he was flat broke and 
out of food!  
 

point to pizza slice picture 
 
Can you say, “bummer dude”? (Repeat with kids.) So, he ended up having to work as a servant feeding 
pigs. 

 
point to pig picture  

 
While he was feeding the pigs, he became really hungry. Have you ever been really hungry before? Of 
course, you have! But have you ever been so hungry that you would eat pig food? (Kids respond) That’s 
what the son did.  
 
Things had finally gotten so bad that the son decided to go back to his dad, ask for forgiveness, and see if 
his dad would let him work as a lowly servant.  
 

point to shovel picture 
 
When the son was still a long way off, his dad saw him! It was like the dad had been waiting for his son to 
return! The dad ran down the road, hugged and kissed his son, and threw a huge party for him! 
 

point to balloons picture 
 

Not everyone was so happy, though. The older brother said, “That’s not fair! My brother totally messed up. 
I should be the one who gets a party!” But look at what the dad said to the older brother.  
 
CG: “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me. Everything I have is yours. But 

we had to celebrate and be glad. This brother of yours was dead. And now he is alive 
again. He was lost. And now he is found.’” Luke 15:31–32 

 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
VDO:  (Optional) Play “Journey Today Show” video (requires GO+ subscription) 
                          If you do not have a live storyteller this is a great option – it’s also a great option to  
                          use during extended Large Group if needed.  
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BIBLE STORY CONTINUED - WANDERING FROM GOD 
 
STORYTELLER:  Isn’t that a great parable? Let’s look at it a little more closely so we can understand what 
Jesus is really trying to teach us. As with all the other parables, the people and things in the story stand for 
something else. Who do you think the dad represents in the parable? (Take answers.) The dad in the story 
represents God. Who do you think the prodigal son represents? (Take answers.) The son is anyone who 
sins and wanders away from God. In other words, the son is us. Let me show you what I mean. 
 

Ahead of time, place a large cross on one of the walls in your room. Have kids stand up or pre-
select a small group of kids to help with this illustration and invite them to the cross. Tell the kids 
that the cross represents God.  Each campus will have to do this a little differently according 
to space and number of children.   

 
Do any of you ever mess up or sin? Of course, you do! Everybody does—including me! And whenever we 
sin, it’s like we’re wandering away from God, just like the prodigal son did in the parable today. Give me 
some ideas on ways that kids like yourself sin.  
 

Take answers from the kids. As each kid shares something, have kids take a big step away from 
the cross. Continue taking answers until the kids have made it a fair distance from the cross.  

 
STORYTELLER:  Take a look at the separation between us and God. When the prodigal son was separated 
from his father, all kinds of bad things happened. That’s kind of like what happens to us when we’re 
separated from God. What kinds of bad things do you think happen when we’re not following God closely? 
(Take answers from kids.) Great thoughts! Living apart from God is never a good thing, but here’s the great 
news. God is ALWAYS happy when we return to him. In fact, look at what 1 John 1:9 says.  
  
CG: “But God is faithful and fair. If we admit that we have sinned, he will forgive us our 

sins.” 1 John 1:9  
 
RETURNING TO GOD 
STORTELLER:  Do you see that? Returning to God is as simple as admitting that you’ve sinned and asking 
for forgiveness.  
 

Have the kids return to the cross and take a seat at the foot of the cross 
 
In the same way that the father was crazy-in-love with his son, God is crazy-in-love with us! When we sin 
and wander away from God, He’s just waiting for us to return to Him. And when we ask for forgiveness, He 
runs towards us, throws His arms wide open, and embraces us with his forgiveness. More than that, all of 
heaven breaks out in a huge party over our return. That’s how much God loves us!  
 

Kneel down close to the cross. 
 
Have some of you wandered away from God? In other words, have you messed up and sinned lately? No 
matter how big you feel like you’ve sinned, God’s love and forgiveness is bigger! We’re going to have a 
chance right now to return to God just like the prodigal son returned to his father. Here’s how... 
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Give baskets of markers / pens / notecards or paper slips to  SGL’s and ask them to pass out to 
each child.  Instruct kids to write down any sins they would like to confess to God. When finished, 
give them an opportunity to attach the notecard to the cross. If they would like to keep the sin just 
between them and God, they can fold the card or attach it face down. Encourage the kids to pray 
for forgiveness as they attach their sins to the cross.  

 
Be available, along with other leaders, to pray with the kids at the cross or in their seats.  
 

As they’re finishing up, close the group aloud in a prayer of forgiveness and thankfulness 
for God’s grace, or whatever way the Holy Spirit prompts you.  

 
 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
Music:  Play quiet instrumental music 
 
HOST CLOSER 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
HOST: I am so thankful every day that God love me so much and will forgive me of my sin when I ask Him.    
Let’s say our “Big Idea” together again today!    
 
CG:  “God’s love is never-ending.” Big Idea graphic 
 
I don’t want any of you to ever forget that!  Just like the prodigal son’s father, God, our father, has so much 
love for us!  His love is BIG and REAL and WONDERFUL!  As I look at all the papers on that cross right 
now, I know that God see each one of you and knows what is on your heart and he will forgive if you ask 
him.   As you head to your small groups today, if you have never placed your trust in Jesus and want to 
follow Jesus today, before you leave today talk to your small group leader or another leader and they would 
be excited to help you take a next step by following Jesus.   
 
I’ve a got a few things to share and then you’ll get to go have an awesome time in small group!  

CG:   Next New Beginnings Class 
CG:   First Time Guests  
CG:   Birthday Recognition Slide (if you do this)  
CG:   Other things happening on your campus!  
SFX:   High energy music as exit. 
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CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss the following 
questions.  After a few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area. You may want to ask the 
kids for some of their answers to hear what they were thinking.  
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
 

For Younger Kids: What do you think Jesus was trying to tell people through this parable? 
Why did the dad throw a party for his son?  
 
For Older Kids: What do you think Jesus was trying to tell people through this parable? 
Who do you think the different people in the parable represented? 

 
(Set up at tables or on carpets with all supplies and hand sanitizer) 
 
Prayer Station prompt: Write a prayer to God thanking Him for His never-ending love and forgiveness.  
 
Journal Station prompt: The father in today’s parable ran with open arms and bear-hugged his returning 
son. That’s what God does when we ask for forgiveness. How does that make you feel? Tell God about it.  
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Luke 15:11–32. Did anything surprise you about this story? 
Write it down. 
 
Art Station prompt: Draw a picture of God running toward you with open arms. Below your picture, write 
the words, “I was lost, but now I am found.”  
 


