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The Basics of Blocking: Using Levels 
 
“Blocking” is a drama term that refers to how you move and position your body while acting or teaching. 
Good blocking is like visual candy for kids—it pulls them deeper into your message. Poor blocking, on the 
other hand, can put your kids to sleep. One of the most effective ways to employ blocking to your 
advantage is to use a variety of levels (the highs and lows of your space). In fact, at the moment you 
change levels, you’ll probably notice an increase in the kids’ attention. From high to low, here are some 
different levels you can use along with the message they convey:  

Elevated level: If you stand on a chair, a ladder, or some other tall, stable object, you’ll be towering over 
the kids. This is the most dominant level and it’s great when you want to have an overbearing presence. 
Are you speaking as if you were Goliath or an angry king? Place yourself high above the kids to help 
them feel the overwhelming power of the situation.  

 
Standing level: This is your baseline level—the one you’ll use most often. People often address kids 
from a standing position, so it’s one they’re very familiar with and it doesn’t necessarily convey either 
dominance or intimacy.  
 
Seated level: This level is beginning to put you closer to the kids and therefore is a more relaxed and 
comfortable level. It’s a good level to be at when you want to share something from the heart. This might 
be a great level to use while sharing a personal story, depending on the nature and energy of the story.  
 
Kneeling level: Kneeling puts you almost at eye level with the kids and is therefore the most personal 
and intimate of the levels. You might employ this level near the end of a lesson when you’re sharing the 
truth about Jesus’ immense love for them. If you get on your knees, and speak softly and slowly, the kids 
will eat up every word you say!  

BIG IDEA:  I can build my life on God's word. 

BIBLE BASIS:  Matthew 7:24–29 

KEY VERSE: “So then, everyone who hears my words and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man. He builds his house on the rock.” 
Matthew 7:24 (NIrV) 

BASIC TRUTH:   I can make the wise choice. 

 

 

 



 

8.1 Large Group Lesson | Elementary  

© 2022 David Rausch. All rights reserved. Edited for use by Pinelake Church. 2022  2 
   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                      

“Picture this!” That’s what we say when we want people to imagine what something would look like. It was 
also one of Jesus’ favorite expressions. Well…not really, but kind of! Jesus often told parables to create a 
clear and memorable picture of what it looks like to follow God. It’s as if Jesus was saying, “Picture this—a 
man had two sons…” During “Picture This,” kids will get to interact with Jesus’ parables by creating a series 
of their own fast-paced pictures! Best of all, while they’re releasing their inner Picasso, they’ll also be 
learning and experiencing what it means to follow our ever-living, ever-loving God.

 
 

     

  HOST, GAME & STORY: 
o Set up 2 paper pads w/ easels in the teaching area where all the kids can see it. Be sure 

there are enough pieces of paper on the pad for all of the drawings. Each “Parable Picture” 
will need its own piece of paper. 

o Place markers near the paper pad. 
o Print out the “Parable Picture Cards” and cut them apart. Place them in the teaching area 

for use during the “Picture This” drawing challenge during the telling of the Big Bible Story.  
 
   STORY:   

o 1 table for teaching illustrations. 
o In one plastic bin or cookie sheet, place a brick or large flat rock. 
o In another bin or cookie sheet, place a small sand/dirt castle. Use a small sand bucket or 

pot to create the castle. You’ll need to add some water to the sand for the sandcastle to 
hold together.  

o Build two small Lego™ or block houses. Place one house on top of the brick and one house 
on top of the sandcastle.  

o Place the bins or cookie sheets with the brick/sand in the teaching area on a table, but out 
of sight so as to not create a distraction. Cover with a towel or sheet. 

o Fill a pitcher with water and place on the table in the teaching area near the bins or cookie 
sheets. 
 

• FOR ADDED FUN: consider placing the brick, sand, and houses in a kiddie pool and use a 
super soaker to deliver the big “storm” instead of using the pitcher of water.   
 

• OPTIONAL:  Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make 
available. Set out the appropriate materials for each of those stations.  
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CG: “Picture This” title graphic 
SFX:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
CG:   Play “Picture This” 5-countdown 
VDO: Play “Picture This Intro Video” 
 
 

 
HOST OPENER  
CG: “Picture This” title graphic 
SFX:  Play music of your choice as Host enters, fade out when they begin speaking. 

 
HOST: Good morning all my Pinelake friends!  I am so excited, and I cannot believe it is already February!  
This is going to be the BEST FEBRUARY IN THE HISTORY OF YOUR LIFE because we are going to 
study some super cool things about the life of Jesus!  On that thought, let’s say the name of our new series 
together… “Picture This!” Have you ever heard anyone say that phrase before? (Kids respond.) Someone 
might say something like, “Picture this—a purple giraffe sneaks into your bedroom while you’re sleeping. 
He has a fire hose in his hoofs, and he looks ready to use it.” That’s a strange picture, isn’t it? What does 
it mean when someone says, “picture this”? (Take answers.) That’s right! It kind of means “THINK . . .  
about what it would look like.” 
 
In the Bible, Jesus asked people to picture things all the time. He did it through something called a 
PARABLE. Does anyone know what a parable is? (Take answers.) Great answers! A parable is a short 
story in the Bible that gives us a picture of how God wants us to live. 
 
CG:  A parable is a short story in the Bible that gives us a picture of how God wants us to live.  
 
HOST: Jesus used these parables to make His instructions for life easier to understand and remember. 
Over the next 4 weeks we’ll be looking at some of these parables and we’ll picture what Jesus was saying. 
Here’s the best part, though. We won’t just be picturing it in our heads—we’ll actually get to picture it on 
paper through a super fun game! Before we get started, though, let’s think back to the very beginning of 
our Big Bible Story and picture all the things that have happened up until now.  I’ve preselected two kids to 
come up on stage and help with the “BIG BIBLE STORY PICTURE REVIEW!  
 

Pre-select one boy and one girl to play the game – (boys vs. girls) and have them  
come up on stage.  
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GAME TIME: BIG BIBLE STORY PICTURE REVIEW 
CG:  “Big Bible Story Picture Review” graphic 
SFX:     High energy music during game 

HOST: (Walk over to the paper pad.) Here’s how it’s going to work— without saying a word, I’ll draw a 
picture. If you think you know what it is, hit your buzzer and the first person who gets the answer right wins 
a point for your team.  The winning team will where I’ll select more kids or leaders to help with the Bible 
story today!   

One at a time, quickly draw each picture listed below. After the kids guess what you’re 
drawing, tell them that part of the Big Bible Story. 

 
• Draw the earth. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
• Draw a tree with fruit. Everything was perfect until Adam and Eve sinned by eating the fruit from 

a tree God had told them not to touch. 
• Draw a family picture with a frame and faces. Sin separated us from God, but God chose a 

special family called the Israelites through which He would send the Rescuer to bring us back to 
Him. 

• Draw three pyramids. While in Egypt, the Israelites were made slaves by Pharaoh, but God sent 
Moses to lead them out of slavery and into a new home called the Promised Land. 

• Draw a crown. God always cared for his people and provided good leaders for them, but they 
wanted a king, just like their neighbors. God warned them it was a bad idea, but they did it anyway. 
The Israelites continued to rebel against God over and over. 

• Draw a baby. But God is faithful and kept His promise. On Christmas morning, Jesus—the 
Rescuer—was born. God sent Him to take the punishment for our sins so that we would no longer 
be separated from God. 

• Draw a speech bubble. As Jesus grew up, He traveled all over Galilee and the surrounding areas 
telling people about God’s love for them and teaching them how to live. 

 
HOST:  I am so impressed with how you all played that game!  Way to go!  I’ll let you both have a seat 
while our worship team comes up to help us lift our voices to praise God this morning!    
 
WORSHIP  
VDO:   WORSHIP BUMPER | Worship team enters 
 
Worship Song #1  
 
Worship Song #2  
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THE BIG BIBLE STORY- PARABLE OF THE WISE AND FOOLISH BUILDERS 
VDO:  “Word Title Pkg” | Bumper for storyteller entrance  
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” title graphic 

STORYTELLER:  As Jesus continued traveling around, more and more people followed Him. They were 
amazed at the things He said and the miracles He performed. They even showed Him a ton of respect by 
calling Him “Lord,” which means master. But there was a problem. As much as the people liked Jesus, a 
lot of them weren’t really doing the things He told them to do. It’s like the people were saying they were His 
followers, but not really showing it. Why do you think this would have been a problem? (Take answers from 
the kids.) Those are some great thoughts. Jesus explained why it was a problem by telling the people a 
little parable called “The Wise and Foolish Builders.” Let’s picture the parable together by playing “Picture 
This” again! This time you get to draw! 
 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
 

Choose six kids from the earlier winning team to come up to the stage to the teaching area. 
Divide the kids in audience into two teams to guess the pictures. Be ready to whisper the 
name of the card into the ear of the kids drawing if they do not read well.  
 

HOW TO PLAY :  Show the “Parable Picture” card with the picture that needs to be draw to the first kids 
and have the first kid quickly and silently draw their picture on the paper pad and the team that guesses 
their picture first wins!  Next, tear the paper off and have the artist stand with their picture to the side. 
Choose the next kid to draw the next picture and repeat the above instructions. In the end, there should be 
6 kids standing across the teaching area holding the following pictures in this order: ear, house, rock, storm, 
beach, and broken house. 
 
STORYTELLER:  Wow—these are some great drawings! What’s really cool is that they show us the entire 
parable. Let me show you. In the parable of “The Wise and Foolish Builders,” Jesus said, “Everyone who 
hears (point to drawing of ear) what I say and does it (shake head “yes”) is like a wise man who builds his 
house (point to house drawing) on a rock (point to rock drawing). The rain comes down (point to storm 
drawing), the wind blows, the water rises but the house does not fall. But everyone who hears (point to 
drawing of ear again) what I say and does NOT do it (shake head “no”) is like a foolish man who builds his 
house (point to house drawing again) on the sand (point to beach drawing). The rain comes down (point to 
storm drawing again), the wind blows, the water rises, and the house (point to broken house drawing) 
comes crashing down!” 
 

Dismiss kids to their seats, pre-select someone to help stick the pictures on a back or side 
wall while you continue teaching or while the optional video plays.   

 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
VDO:  (Optional) Play “Journey Today Show” video (requires GO+ subscription) 
                          If you do not have a live storyteller this is a great option – it’s also a great option to  
                          use during extended Large Group if needed.  
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BIBLE STORY CONTINUED - BUILD YOUR HOUSE ON THE ROCK 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
 
STORYTELLER:  That was a pretty cool story that Jesus told, but what in the world do you think He meant 
by it? (Call on kids to share their different thoughts with you.) Those are some great thoughts! Let’s break 
the parable down together.  
 

Prior to service, place two clear plastic bins or two cookie sheets with edges on a table in 
the teaching area and cover with tablecloth or sheet.  In one bin/cookie sheet, place a brick 
or large flat rock with a small Lego™ or block house built on top of it. In the other bin/cookie 
sheet, use a small sand bucket or pot with wet sand/dirt in it to build a small “castle.” Place 
a small Lego™ or block house on top of it.   Pull out table and uncover to use during story.  

 
STORYTELLER:  In Jesus’ story, there are these two dudes who are building two different houses, (point 
to the Lego™ or block houses) but the houses aren’t really houses—are they? The houses stand for 
something else. What is it? (Take answers.) The houses are our lives. One dude builds his house on the 
rock, (point to the brick or flat rock) but once again the rock isn’t really a rock—is it? What does the rock 
stand for? (Take answers.) The rock is Jesus’ teachings. The other dude builds his house on sand. (Point 
to the sand.) What do you think the sand stands for? (Take answers.) The sand is what the world tells us. 
And then finally a huge storm comes by and dumps a ton of wind and rain on the houses. So, what do you 
think the storm stands for? (Take answers.) The storms stand for big problems or hard times in your life.  
 
Look at what happens, though, when those kind of “storms” or problems hit. If you follow Jesus and do what 
He says, your life will be strong.  
 

Begin pouring water from a pitcher over the house on the brick or rock. 
 
When big problems come up, they won’t be able to shake you because you have God’s strength in your 
life! 

For added fun: consider placing the brick, sand, and houses in a kiddie pool and use a 
super soaker to deliver the big “storm.” 

 
But if you don’t follow Jesus’ instructions, your life will be weak.  
 

Begin pouring water on the sand around the second house until it falls. 
 
 And when hard times hit, you won’t have the strength to deal with it. 
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DON’T JUST HEAR…DO 
STORYTELLER:  In our parable today, there were a lot of people listening to what Jesus had to say, but 
they weren’t putting Jesus’ words into action—they weren’t doing what He said. Let’s look again at what 
Jesus said about that.  
 
CG: “So then, everyone who hears my words and puts them into practice is like a wise 

man. He builds his house on the rock.” Matthew 7:24 (March Memory Verse) 
 

This is the verse I want each of you to commit to place in your heart!  You need God’s Word inside of you 
so when those storms come, you have truth to building upon.  If we want our lives to be built on the rock, if 
we want to have the strength to stand up to the storms in our lives, then we can’t just listen to what Jesus 
says—we have to do what He says. And when we do what Jesus says and follow His commands, there’s 
no “storm” or problem in life that’s too big for Jesus to help us through! 
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit prompts 
you. Following the prayer, the Host will share announcements and guide them to small 
groups or through the extended Large Group options below.  
 

CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
Music:  (Optional) Play quiet instrumental music 
 

HOST CLOSER 
CG:  “Picture This” title graphic 
HOST: Who remembers the song from when you were little . . . (start singing and do the motions)  
 

The wise man build his house upon the rock, the wise man built his house upon the rock, the wise 
man built his house upon the rock and the rain came tumblin’ down.  The rains came down and the 
floods came up, the rains came down and the floods came up, the rains came down and the floods 
came up and the house on the rock stood firm . . . continue singing foolish man verse if they are 
into it, if not, reflect on what happnened to the foolish man’s house, it went “SPLAT!”    

 
This parable is so important!  That’s why you’ve heard it since you were young, and we will continue to 
share it as you grow!  Following God means getting His wisdom daily for your life!  That’s our Big idea for 
today, let’s say it together!  
 
CG:  “I can build my life on God’s word” Big Idea graphic 
 
Going to God’s word for wisdom is one way to build a firm foundation so that no matter what comes your 
way, you will have truth to stand upon.  God’s word helps us make WISE CHOICES!   
 
CG:  “I can make the wise choice” Basic truth graphic 
 

HOST: Super!  Let me share a few upcoming things before you head to small groups!   

CG:   Next New Beginnings Class 
CG:   First Time Guests  
CG:   Birthday Recognition Slide (if you do this)  
CG:   Other things happening on your campus!  
SFX:   High energy music as exit. 
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CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss the following 
questions.  After a few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area. You may want to ask the 
kids for some of their answers to hear what they were thinking.  
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
 
For Younger Kids: What do you think Jesus was trying to tell people through this parable? Why 
do you think Jesus told this parable to the people?  
 
For Older Kids: What do you think Jesus was trying to tell people through this parable? What do 
you think this parable teaches us about God? 

 
(Set up response stations at tables or on carpets with all supplies and hand sanitizer) 
 
Prayer Station prompt: Write a prayer asking God to help you be like the wise man who built his house 
on the rock. Ask God to help you do what Jesus says.  
 
Journal Station prompt: Tell Jesus about some of the “storms” or problems that you have in your life. Ask 
Him for the strength to stand up to the storms.   
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Matthew 7:24–29. Write to God your favorite part of the 
parable. Tell Him why you liked it. 
 
Art Station prompt: Draw a picture of the house on a rock. Draw some storm clouds above it. Inside of 
the storm clouds, write down some of the problems or hard times that you have in life. Below the house, 
write the words, “I will build my house on the rock!” 
 


