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Defeating the Villains of Large Group Interaction 
 
Too much of a talking head can be terribly boring for most kids. That’s why GO! is filled with opportunities for kids 
to be part of the action. Inviting kids to interact during the Large Group is a great way to foster active learning, 
and it gives them ownership of the lesson, but it’s not without its perils. Even the best of kids can have villainous 
tendencies that jeopardize a lesson. If you want to become an “Inter-Action Hero,” here are a few alter egos to 
be on the lookout for, as well as some ways to counteract them: 
 
The Joker: He’s just out for a good laugh! And there’s nothing wrong with that as long as it doesn’t detract from 
the lesson. Inviting a kid to respond or participate requires trust, though. If the Joker’s antics become disrespectful 
or distracting, talk to him privately to let him know he’ll only be called on to participate if he can be trusted. 
 
I Forgot Bot: Her hand knows the answer, but it forgot to tell her mouth. If a kid raises her hand, but then suddenly 
goes silent, give her a short moment to remember, but then let her off the hook by saying something like, “You 
keep thinking about it and let me know if you remember.” Then go on to the next kid. 

 
Captain Random: He has an answer to the question, it’s just not your question. If a kid begins telling you a 
random story that has nothing to do with your question or the lesson at hand, politely interrupt him and tell him 
you’d love to hear his story later. Keep your word, though, and follow up with him afterwards. 
 
The Silent Stare-Masters: They’ll meet your question with a silent stare and then unleash a flurry of crickets on 
you. Sometimes the best way to get great responses from your kids is to ASK, GIVE, and CALL. ASK your 
question, GIVE your own answer, or example, and then CALL on the kids for theirs. This does two things: It gives 
them a moment to think, and it points them in the right direction. 
 
 
  

BIG IDEA: Jesus doesn’t look down on us for being sinners, so we shouldn’t look 
down on others who sin. 

BIBLE BASIS: John 8:1-11 

KEY VERSE: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 (NIV)  
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PRIOR TO LARGE GROUP 
During the “Let’s Face It” series, each small group will be responsible for creating a mask with markers and 
a paper grocery bag for use during the “Big Bible Story.”  
 
Masks for this lesson are:  

• Jesus  
• Pharisee (sneaky man) 
• Sinner (sad woman) 
• Person in Crowd (angry man) 

 
If you have fewer than four small groups, allow some groups to make more than one mask. If you have more 
than four small groups, you can have more than one group create a mask.  During the small group connect 
time, give each group one of the four (or more) paper grocery bags and a box of markers. Tell each group 
which of the above masks they’ll be making. 
 
STORY 

• Place medium-sized rock in the teaching area.  
• Print out the “Maggie the Mess Up” story (see Resource Folder, also included in lesson below). 

Place the story in the teaching area, along with a pen or pencil. During the “Maggie the Mess Up” 
section of the lesson, the teacher can record the kid’s story suggestions and read the story aloud. 

• Place an A-frame ladder off to the side of the teaching area. 
 
OPTIONAL – Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available. Set out 
the appropriate materials for each of those stations. 
 
 

When people say, “Let’s face it,” what they mean is, “Let’s be painfully honest.” During the “Let’s Face It” series, 
we’re going to be “painfully honest” about how sin affects us, but we’ll also be honest about the power that Jesus 
has to forgive us and change our lives. And here’s the really fun part—during “Let’s Face It,” we’ll be taking the 
expression a bit more literally. Kids will get to use their artistic talents to create and wear fun masks for the telling 
of the Big Bible Story. 
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CG: “Let’s Face It” title graphic 
SFX:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
VDO: Countdown video 
VDO: “Let’s Face It” intro video 
 

 
WORSHIP OPENER 
VDO: OPTIONAL - Worship Intro Bumper (See Pro-P Bumpers Tab) 
Worship Song #1  
Worship Song #2  

Note: During the small group connect time, kids will work together to create different “masks” on paper 
grocery bags for the telling of the Big Bible Story. Before you begin the lesson, collect the masks, and 
place them in the teaching area. For more info, see the “Set-up Instructions” above or the Small Group 
Connect section of the small group lesson. 
 

HOST INTRO:   

CG: “Let’s Face It” title graphic 
 
HOST: Hello, everyone, and welcome to our very last week of…say it with me… “Let’s Face It.” When people 
say, “Let’s face it,” what do they mean? (Take answer.) That’s right—what they mean is, “Let’s be painfully 
honest.” So, if your grandma decides to get a brand new “do” and goes for purple hair, you might be painfully 
honest and say, “Let’s face it, Grandma. Purple just isn’t your color.” 
 
And here’s the really fun part—during “Let’s Face It,” we get to use our artistic talents to create the masks for our 
Big Bible Story.  
 
 
GAME:  PICK THE PUNISHMENT 
CG:  “Pick the Punishment” graphic 
 
HOST:  Before we get into our story for today, though, I need your help with something. We’re going to play a 
game called “Pick the Punishment!” I’m going to tell you what someone did, and you tell me what punishment you 
think that person should receive! Ready? (Read each scenario below. After each one, let kids say what kind of 
punishment they think the person should receive.) 
 

• You worked for days on building a life-size Lego® statue of yourself. It’s so awesome that you almost 
can’t tell which one is you and which one is the statue. Five minutes later, your sister barges into your 
room, knocks down Lego-you, and breaks it into a million pieces. What should the punishment be? 
 

• Your grandma makes the best cookies ever. She brought some to your house the last time she visited, 
and now there is just one left. You set it on a plate and go to the fridge for some milk. When you turn 
around, you see your dog chowing down on your cookie. What should the punishment be? 

 
• Your best friend told everyone at school that you scream like a three-year-old when you see a spider! 

That might be true, but it was supposed to be a secret! What should the punishment be? 
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Wow, you’re pretty creative with your punishment ideas! I’m curious, though. What if it was you who had done all 
of those things wrong? Would you still pick all of those same punishments? (Kids respond.) Sometimes it’s really 
easy to be harsh on other people when they mess up, but it’s easy to forget that you mess up too. That’s kind of 
what happened in our story for today. There’s a woman in today’s story who messed up big time, and people 
wanted her to be punished. But Jesus’ response might surprise you. Let’s check it out for ourselves. 
 
VDO:  OPTIONAL “Word” bumper video 
 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 

Invite four kids to the teaching area (or more if you created additional masks). Line them up side 
by side facing the audience. Place the four paper grocery bag “masks” over their heads so the 
faces are facing away from the audience. Place the masks in this order: King, First Servant (rich 
man), Second Servant (sad man), Third Servant (angry man). At the appropriate time, turn the 
masks around so the audience can see them. For added fun, before turning each mask, count 
down from three and have the kids yell, “Let’s Face It.” 

 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—JESUS FORGIVES THE SINNER 
STORYTELLER: (Turn the “Jesus” mask toward the audience.) You probably remember that Jesus traveled to 
lots of different towns telling people about the good news of God’s forgiveness. (Prompt “Jesus” to walk in place 
and pretend to tell people the good news.) One day, Jesus went to the Mount of Olives to talk to the people in the 
Jewish temple. (Carefully lead “Jesus” to the center of the audience.) There was a huge crowd of people around 
Him who were hanging on every word Jesus was saying. All of a sudden, there was a commotion in the room. 
Show me an irritated face! (Prompt kids to wear an irritated facial expression.) Someone was interrupting Jesus! 
 
Some Pharisees and other teachers of the law stormed into the room. (Quickly turn the “Pharisee” mask toward 
the audience.) The Pharisees didn’t like Jesus, and they were always trying to catch Him doing something wrong. 
And they had a sneaky plan to catch Jesus saying the wrong thing. (Address the “Pharisee.”) Pharisee—let me 
hear your best maniacal laughter. (Pharisee responds.) Nice job! 
 
(Turn the “Sinner Woman” mask toward the audience.) The Pharisees brought in a woman who had been caught 
sinning and made her stand in front of the whole crowd. (Have the “Pharisee” hold the “Sinner Woman’s” wrist.) 
The Pharisees explained to everyone how the woman had fallen in love with a man who wasn’t her husband. 
They told the crowd that she hadn’t been faithful in her marriage. Can you imagine how embarrassed and 
ashamed she felt? (Prompt the “Sinner Woman” to kneel on the ground in embarrassment.) Have any of you ever 
been caught in a sin before? How did it feel? (Take a few responses.) That’s probably how this woman felt times 
100! 
 
After explaining how the woman had sinned, one of the Pharisees asked Jesus a question. Listen to what he said, 
(open Bible to John 8:5 and read aloud in a crafty/sneaky voice) “In the Law, Moses commanded us to kill 
such women by throwing stones at them. Now what do you say?” (Turn the “Person in Crowd” mask toward 
the audience. Hand them a stone.) Even as the Pharisee was asking his question, some of the people in the 
crowd were probably already picking up stones to throw. Pretend like you’re all part of the crowd. Cock your arms 
like you’re ready to throw a stone. (Illustrate for kids.) 
 
As the crowd was preparing to throw their stones at the woman, Jesus did something no one expected. (Stand 
near “Jesus” in the crowd.) He bent down (have “Jesus” bend down) and started writing in the sand! (Use your 
finger to “write” on the floor.) The Bible doesn’t say what Jesus wrote in the dirt, but whatever it was, it made the 
crowd rethink their actions. They began to lower their arms. (Direct kids to lower their arms.) Finally, Jesus stood 
up (stand up) and said, “Let the person who has never sinned throw the first stone at her.” Do you think there was 
anyone in the crowd who had never sinned? No way! One by one, every person in the crowd began to put their 
stone down on the ground and walk away. (Lead “Pharisee” and “Person in Crowd” away from teaching area.) 
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Pretty soon, everyone was gone except for Jesus and the woman. (Lead “Jesus” to the “Sinner.”) I’ll bet the 
woman was ready to do a happy dance. Sinner Woman—let me see you do your best “happy dance.” (“Sinner 
Woman” dances.) Listen to what Jesus said to the woman, (read aloud from John 8:10-11) “Jesus stood up and 
asked her, ‘Woman, where are they? Hasn’t anyone found you guilty?’ ‘No one, sir,’ she said. ‘Then I don’t 
find you guilty either,’ Jesus said. ‘Go now and leave your life of sin.’”  
 
Video:  (Optional) Play “Journey Today Show” video (requires GO+ subscription) 
 
CG:  “Let’s Face It” title graphic 
 
MAGGIE THE MESS UP 
STORYTELLER:  In today’s story, Jesus told the crowd, “Let the person who has never sinned throw the first 
stone.” Why do you think He said that? Great thoughts! That was Jesus’ way of saying, “Don’t be so quick to look 
down on other people for sinning when you sin too.” Do you ever look down on other people when they sin or 
mess up big time? You probably do—we all do that sometimes. Let me show you what I mean. I’m going to tell 
you a story, but I need your help.  
 

The following story will be told Mad Lib® style. Ask for the following suggestions:  
1. An exotic animal -  
2. A body part -  
3. A dinner food -  
4. Something gross -  
5. A silly boy’s name –  
 

Write down one suggestion for each number. As you read the story below, insert the 
corresponding suggestion. Before you begin, though, chose one boy and one girl to come 
to the teaching area and stand near the A-frame ladder. Tell the boy that every time you 
point to him, he needs to move up one step on the ladder, shake his head and say, “What 
a mess that Maggie is!” Ask a few other adult volunteers to help the boy use caution, hold 
the ladder, and carefully spot him as he moves up the ladder. 

 
CG:  “Maggie the Mess Up” graphic 
 
(Point to the girl.) This is Maggie. A lot of people call her “Maggie the Mess Up,” because she’s always  
messing up big time. One time, Maggie was playing with her pet _________________ (insert suggestion #1) 
named Mr. Wiggles. Mr. Wiggles hates games that start with the letter “F,” so when Maggie tried to play fetch with 
him, Mr. Wiggles bit her on the _________________ (insert suggestion #2) and she yelled a terrible word really 
loudly. (Point to the boy.) This is Max. When Max heard what Maggie yelled, he looked down at Maggie, shook 
his head, and said… (point to boy; he should move up one step and say, “What a mess that Maggie is!”). 
 
Later that night, Maggie sat down with her family at the dinner table. When she took a bite of her 
_________________ (insert suggestion #3), she spit it out and yelled at her mom, “This tastes like 
_________________ (insert suggestion #4).” When Max heard what she yelled, he looked down at Maggie 
even more, shook his head, and said… (point to boy; boy moves up another step and says, “What a mess that 
Maggie is!”) 
 
The next day, Maggie’s friend told her in secret that she thinks ________________ (insert suggestion #5) is 
kind of cute. During recess, Maggie told everyone at school what her friend had said. When Max heard what 
Maggie did, he looked down at Maggie even more, shook his head, and said… (point to boy; boy moves up 
another step and says, “What a mess that Maggie is!”) 
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DO NOT JUDGE 
The things that Maggie said and did were not good, but what is Max doing? (Take answer.) Max is looking down 
at Maggie like he’s better than she is. Jesus actually has something to say about that in the Bible. Let’s take a 
look . . .   
 
CG:  “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.” Matthew 7:1 (NIrV) 
 
When you “judge” someone, it means that you look down on them like they’re a bad person or like you’re better 
than they are. But let’s face it—you’re not! None of us are. We all sin sometimes—we’ve lied, cheated, said mean 
things, and disobeyed. That’s why Jesus says to not judge or look down on people for their sins, because other 
people could just as easily judge or look down on you for your sins. (Dismiss volunteers to audience.) 
 
(Sit or kneel near kids.) Here’s the good news—Jesus doesn’t like sin, but He doesn’t look down on sinners. 
That’s our BIG IDEA for today! Let’s say that together. 
 
CG:  Jesus doesn’t look down on us for being sinners, so we shouldn’t look down on others who sin. 
 
Even though we’re sinners, Jesus still loves us. In fact, He loves us so much that He died for our sins so that we 
could be a part of His forever family. In the same way that Jesus rescued the woman from the punishment for her 
sin, He rescued us from the punishment for our sins by dying on the cross. Jesus doesn’t look down on us for 
being sinners, so we shouldn’t look down on others who sin. 
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit prompts you. 
OPTIONAL:  Following the prayer, explain to the kids which of the Reflect and Respond Stations 
will be available. Remind them to move about the stations very quietly. Tell them they are free to 
respond to God in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads them. 

 
OR SKIP STRAIGHT TO HOST CLOSER 
 
CG:  “Let’s Face It” title graphic 
Music:  (Optional) Play quiet instrumental music 
 
HOST CLOSER  

HOST:  What a great way to show us how much Jesus forgives us and doesn’t judge us when we belong to Him!  
Let’s say our memory verse together one last time, but I hope you all know this verse and will remember everyday 
how much you need Jesus in your life!  
 
CG:    For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 (NIV) 
 
Isn’t it awesome that Jesus can look upon us as people who are forgiven?  Once we repent and turn to Him, he 
no longer sees us as sinners, but as His sons and daughters.  He brings us into His family, forgiven and loved.   
Let’s check out what’s coming up in Pinelake Kids before you head off to small groups!  
 
CG:    First Time Guests  
CG:    Birthday Recognition  
CG: Next New Beginnings Class 
CG OTHER ANNOUNCMENTS AT YOUR CAMPUS 

 
SFX:  High energy music as kids exit
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CG:  “Response Station” graphics 
Set up at tables or on carpets with all supplies and hand sanitizer in the large group space or provide response 
station materials in each small group area where kids can go to respond.   

Prayer Station prompt: Write a prayer asking Jesus to help you not look down on others when they sin. 
 
Journal Station prompt: Write a letter, song, or poem to Jesus praising Him for His incredible forgiveness. 
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: John 8:1-11. Draw a picture of the story or write to God about your 
favorite part of the story. Tell Him why you liked it. 
 
Art Station prompt: Draw a picture that shows how thankful you are Jesus still loves you when you sin. 
 
OPTIONAL:  EXTENDED LARGE GROUP | BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
At the end of the Bible story, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss the following questions:  
 
For Younger Kids:  
1. What was your favorite part of this story?  
w. Why didn’t the crowd throw stones at the woman?  
 
For Older Kids:  
1. What do you think this story teaches us about Jesus?  
2. Why do you think Jesus said that only someone who had never sinned should throw a stone?  


