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Defeating the Villains of Large Group Interaction 
 
Too much of a talking head can be terribly boring for most kids. That’s why GO! is filled with opportunities for kids 
to be part of the action. Inviting kids to interact during the Large Group is a great way to foster active learning, 
and it gives them ownership of the lesson, but it’s not without its perils. Even the best of kids can have villainous 
tendencies that jeopardize a lesson. If you want to become an “Inter-Action Hero,” here are a few alter egos to 
be on the lookout for, as well as some ways to counteract them: 
 
The Joker: He’s just out for a good laugh! And there’s nothing wrong with that as long as it doesn’t detract from 
the lesson. Inviting a kid to respond or participate requires trust, though. If the Joker’s antics become disrespectful 
or distracting, talk to him privately to let him know he’ll only be called on to participate if he can be trusted. 
 
I Forgot Bot: Her hand knows the answer, but it forgot to tell her mouth. If a kid raises her hand, but then suddenly 
goes silent, give her a short moment to remember, but then let her off the hook by saying something like, “You 
keep thinking about it and let me know if you remember.” Then go on to the next kid. 

 
Captain Random: He has an answer to the question, it’s just not your question. If a kid begins telling you a 
random story that has nothing to do with your question or the lesson at hand, politely interrupt him and tell him 
you’d love to hear his story later. Keep your word, though, and follow up with him afterwards. 
 
The Silent Stare-Masters: They’ll meet your question with a silent stare and then unleash a flurry of crickets on 
you. Sometimes the best way to get great responses from your kids is to ASK, GIVE, and CALL. ASK your 
question, GIVE your own answer, or example, and then CALL on the kids for theirs. This does two things: It gives 
them a moment to think, and it points them in the right direction. 
 
 
  

BIG IDEA: Jesus forgives us, so we should forgive others. 

BIBLE BASIS: Matthew 18:21-35 

KEY VERSE: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 (NIV)  
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PRIOR TO LARGE GROUP 
During the “Let’s Face It” series, each small group will be responsible for creating a mask with markers and 
a paper grocery bag for use during the “Big Bible Story.”  
 
Masks for this lesson are:  

• King 
• First Servant (rich man) 
• Second Servant (sad man) 
• Third Servant (angry man) 

 
If you have fewer than four small groups, allow some groups to make more than one mask. If you have more 
than four small groups, you can have more than one group create a mask.  During the small group connect 
time, give each group one of the four (or more) paper grocery bags and a box of markers. Tell each group 
which of the above masks they’ll be making. 
 
GAME:  

• Place the “How Many Times” game props in the teaching area.  
The props for this lesson are: Soccer ball, coin, and mini marshmallows 

STORY 
• Place toy handcuffs in the teaching area. Be sure that you have the key to the handcuffs as well. If 

you don’t have access to toy handcuffs, make your own by linking loops of paper together.  
• Place a marker in the teaching area. Use the marker to write on the blank side of the masks 

during the “King Has Forgiven Us” section. 
• Find two medium-sized rocks. The rocks should be big enough that they fill a kid’s hands, but 

small enough that a kid can hold them without dropping. On one rock, write the word “Anger” in 
big, bold letters. On the other rock, write the word “Hurt” in big, bold letters. You can either write 
directly onto the rocks or label them with tape. 

• Find three balls that you can write on or label. Make sure the balls are somewhat soft (like a 
tennis ball, ball pit ball, or Nerf® ball), so that when they hit a kid, they don’t hurt. Write on or label 
each ball with one of the following: Peace, Joy, and Love. 

 
 
OPTIONAL – Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available. Set out 
the appropriate materials for each of those stations. 
 
 

When people say, “Let’s face it,” what they mean is, “Let’s be painfully honest.” During the “Let’s Face It” series, 
we’re going to be “painfully honest” about how sin affects us, but we’ll also be honest about the power that Jesus 
has to forgive us and change our lives. And here’s the really fun part—during “Let’s Face It,” we’ll be taking the 
expression a bit more literally. Kids will get to use their artistic talents to create and wear fun masks for the telling 
of the Big Bible Story. 
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CG: “Let’s Face It” title graphic 
SFX:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
VDO: Countdown video 
VDO: “Let’s Face It” intro video 
 

 
WORSHIP OPENER 
VDO: OPTIONAL - Worship Intro Bumper (See Pro-P Bumpers Tab) 
Worship Song #1  
Worship Song #2  

Note: During the small group connect time, kids will work together to create different “masks” on paper 
grocery bags for the telling of the Big Bible Story. Before you begin the lesson, collect the masks, and 
place them in the teaching area. For more info, see the “Set-up Instructions” above or the Small Group 
Connect section of the small group lesson. 
 

HOST INTRO:   

CG: “Let’s Face It” title graphic 
 
HOST: Hello Pinelake Kids, and welcome back to another stupendous, amazing, incredible week of “Let’s Face 
It!” Just for the fun of it, on the count of three, make the craziest face you can and yell “Let’s Face It” with me. 
(Count to three. Make crazy face and yell with kids.) That was great! Does anyone remember what that expression 
means? That’s right! When someone says, “Let’s face it,” what they mean is, “Let’s be painfully honest.” So, for 
example, someone might say, “Let’s face it—those were some faces only a mother could love!” Today, we’re 
going to be “painfully honest” about how sin affects us, but we’ll also be honest about the power that Jesus has 
to forgive and change lives.  
 
GAME:  HOW MANY TIMES 
CG:  “How Many Times?” graphic 
 
Before we get to our story, though, I want to play a game with you called “How Many Times.” It’s super-simple! 
I’ll ask you how many times you think you can do something, and you give me your best guess. Are you ready?  
Let’s go!!!  
 

For each of the following actions, ask the kids how many times they can do it, then have them prove it. For 
some of the actions, all of the kids can participate. For others, call on one individual to give it a try. Feel free 
to add your own actions to extend the game as long as time allows for your campus. 

 
• Push-ups (all play) 
• Juggle a soccer ball without dropping it (individual) 
• Say “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers” quickly without messing up (all play) 
• Flip a coin without getting heads (individual) 
• Throw a mini marshmallow into the air and catch it in your mouth (individual) 

 
Nice job! (Lead kids in giving a round of applause.) I have one more for you, though. How many times could you 
forgive someone for sinning against you? That’s actually a question that one of Jesus’ disciples asked. Let me 
read it to you. (Open Bible to Matthew 18:21-22 and read.) “Peter came to Jesus. He asked, ‘Lord, how many 
times should I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?’” (Look up from Bible.)  
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At that time, there were a lot of Jewish teachers who thought you only needed to forgive someone three times. 
So, Peter probably thought forgiving seven times was being pretty nice. But look at what Jesus said. (Continue in 
Bible.) “Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.’” (Close Bible.) Whoa! That’s 
a lot of forgiveness! To help Peter understand why it’s important to show that much forgiveness, Jesus told him a 
story about an unforgiving servant. Let’s check out today’s story! 
 
VDO:  OPTIONAL “Word” bumper video 
 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 

Invite four kids to the teaching area (or more if you created additional masks). Line them up side 
by side facing the audience. Place the four paper grocery bag “masks” over their heads so the 
faces are facing away from the audience. Place the masks in this order: King, First Servant (rich 
man), Second Servant (sad man), Third Servant (angry man). At the appropriate time, turn the 
masks around so the audience can see them. For added fun, before turning each mask, count 
down from three and have the kids yell, “Let’s Face It.” 

 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT 
STORYTELLER:  A long time ago, there was a very rich king. (Turn the “King” mask toward audience.) I need 
your help, King! Let me hear you say— “I’m rich!” (“King” responds.) The king was so rich that he had loaned 
10,000 bags of gold to one of his servants. In today’s money, that would be about three billion dollars!  
 
One day the king decided that he wanted his money back, so he had the servant brought to him. (Turn “First 
Servant” mask toward audience.) Unfortunately, the servant had spent every penny of the three billion dollars and 
couldn’t pay the king back. (Prompt the servant to shake his head.) Can you imagine what the servant spent three 
billion dollars on? (If the mask includes jewelry or other wealthy adornments, point them out.) The king wasn’t too 
happy, so he ordered that the man, his family, and everything he owned to be sold to pay back what he owed. 
 
The servant fell down on his knees. (Prompt the “First Servant” to get on his knees.) He begged the king for mercy. 
Servant—let me hear you say, “Give me time. I’ll pay back everything!” (“First Servant” responds.) The king felt 
so sorry for the servant that he forgave him for everything he owed and let him go without paying back any of the 
money. (Prompt “First Servant” to stand up and shout “Hooray.”) 
 
As the servant was leaving, he ran into another servant who owed him money. (Turn the “Second Servant” mask 
around.) This second servant owed the first servant 100 silver coins. In today’s money, that’s about 1,000 dollars. 
That’s nothing compared to what the first servant owed the king. The first servant grabbed the second servant by 
the neck and began to shake him. (Help “First Servant” to grab onto the “Second Servant” and shake him.) The 

first servant yelled, “Pay back what you owe me.” (Prompt “First Servant” to repeat.)  
 
The second servant fell to his knees. (Prompt “Second Servant” to get on knees.) He begged the first servant for 
mercy. Second Servant—let me hear you say, “Give me time. I’ll pay back everything!” (“Third Servant” responds.) 
If you were the first servant who had his three-billion-dollar debt forgiven by the king, how do you think you would 
respond to the second servant who owes you just a little bit of money? (Take answers.) Me too! But that’s not 
what he did. Instead, the 1st servant had the second servant thrown into prison until he could pay back every 
penny. (Put handcuffs on “Second Servant.”) 
 
There was a third servant (or “other servants” if using multiple kids) who saw what had just happened, and he 
was very angry. (Turn “Third Servant” mask toward audience.) Third Servant—pretend like you’re furious and say, 
“That makes me angry!” (“Third Servant” responds. Lead him over to the king.) So, he marched right over to the 
king and told him everything that had happened. (Prompt “Third Servant” to quickly explain what happened.) When 
the king heard what the first servant did, he was even angrier. King—let me hear you roar like a lion. (“King” 
responds.) 
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Listen to what the king said to the first servant. (Open your Bible to Matthew 18:32-33 and read aloud.) “’You evil 
servant,’ he said. ‘I forgave all that you owed me because you begged me. Shouldn’t you have had mercy 
on the other servant just as I had mercy on you?’” In his anger, the king had the first servant thrown into 
prison until he could pay back every penny.” (Take handcuffs off of  the “Second Servant” and put them on the 

“First Servant.”) When Jesus had finished telling this story, He said, “This is what will happen to anyone who 
refuses to forgive others with their whole heart.” 
 
Video:  (Optional) Play “Journey Today Show” video (requires GO+ subscription) 
 
CG:  “Let’s Face It” title graphic 
 
THE KING HAS FORGIVEN US 
(If you’ve dismissed the “mask” kids back to the audience, invite the king, the first servant, and the second servant 
back to the teaching area and put their masks back on.) The story that Jesus told is called a parable. That means 
that the characters in the story represent or stand for different people. Who do you think the king in this story 
represents? (Take answers. If younger kids struggle, that’s okay. Be ready to give them hints.) That’s right—the 
king is like God. (Turn the “King” mask so it faces away from audience. Write the word “God” on the blank side 
for kids to see.) Who do you think the first servant stands for? (Take answers.) Right again—it’s us! (Turn “First 
Servant” mask around. Write the word “Us” on the blank side.) And who do you think the second servant stands 
for? (Take answers.) The second servant stands for other people. (Turn “Second Servant” mask around. Write 
the words “Other People” on the blank side.) What Jesus was saying through this parable is that God (point to 
“God” mask) has forgiven us (point to “Us” mask) for a HUGE debt amount of sins, so we (point to “Us” mask 
again) should forgive other people (point to “Other People” mask) when they sin against us. (Thank volunteers 
and dismiss them to the audience.) 
 
You know what? That’s exactly what Big Idea for today tells us. Let’s look at it together.  
 
 
CG: Jesus forgives us, so we should forgive others.    Big Idea Graphic 
 
In the same way that Jesus forgives us, we should forgive other people. But how many times should we forgive 
someone? One time? Seven times? In the beginning of the story, Jesus said we should forgive people 77 times. 
Some people think Jesus was saying that we should forgive people 70 times 7. That equals 490 times! Sounds 
like a lot—right? It is, but do you think Jesus is saying we can stop forgiving people on the 491st time they sin 
against us? (Kids respond.) No. When Jesus gave this HUGE number, it was His way of saying that our 
forgiveness should be just like God’s—HUGE, unlimited, and never ending!  
 
LETTING GO OF ANGER AND HURT 
Let’s face it, forgiving people who sin against us is really hard, but when we let go of our anger and hurt, it allows 
us to grab ahold of some way better things. Let me show you what I mean. Can anyone tell me about a time that 
someone sinned against you or hurt you? (Call on kid for example. Afterwards, invite them to the teaching area. 
Hand them two rocks with “Anger” and “Hurt written on them.) When people sin against us like that, it’s easy to 
get angry and feel hurt. But look at what happens when we don’t let go of that anger and hurt. (Show kids ball 
with “Peace” written on it.) This is peace. (Throw ball to kid. They shouldn’t be able to catch it with full hands.) 
This is joy. (Throw ball with “Joy” written on it to kid.) This is love. (Throw ball with “Love” written on it to kid.) God 
wants to fill our lives with all kinds of blessings like peace, joy, and love, but it’s hard to grab ahold of those things 
when you’re holding onto anger and hurt.  
 
When we forgive people, though, we set down our anger and hurt. (Prompt kid to put the “anger” and “hurt” rocks 
down.) Take a look at what happens when we do that. (Pick balls back up and gently toss them one at a time to 
the kid. The kid should now be able to catch them.) Forgiving others allows us to grab ahold of the peace, joy, 
and love that God wants to fill our lives with. Let’s pray right now and ask God to help us do that! 
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Ask the kids to close their eyes and think of someone who has been mean to them or hurt them. 
Tell them to think about what it was that upset them. Pause for a moment and then ask the kids 
to silently pray that God would forgive that person for what they did or said. Pause for a moment 
and then ask the kids to silently thank God for forgiving their own sins. Pause for one final moment 
and then close the kids in prayer. 
 
Following the prayer, explain to the kids which of the Reflect and Respond Stations will be 
available. Remind them to move about the stations very quietly. Tell them they are free to respond 
to God in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads them 

 
OR SKIP STRAIGHT TO HOST CLOSER 
 
CG:  “Let’s Face It” title graphic 
Music:  (Optional) Play quiet instrumental music 
 
HOST CLOSER  

HOST:  None of us can escape sin, even the Pharisees who thought they could be sinless and were good people 
were not free from sin.  The hope we have is that Jesus is the one who can solve that!  Let’s say this month’s 
verse together . . .  
 
CG:    For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 (NIV) 
 
We learned a lot about forgiveness today and it’s great to know that God has forgiven us and it’s because of that 
forgiveness that we have the ability to forgive others.  Let’s check out what’s coming up in Pinelake Kids before 
you head off to small groups!  
 
CG:    First Time Guests  
CG:    Birthday Recognition  
CG: Next New Beginnings Class 
CG OTHER ANNOUNCMENTS AT YOUR CAMPUS 

 
SFX:  High energy music as kids exit

 

CG:  “Response Station” graphics 
Set up at tables or on carpets with all supplies and hand sanitizer in the large group space or provide response 
station materials in each small group area where kids can go to respond.   

Prayer Station prompt: Can you think of someone who has sinned against you? Write a prayer to God and tell 
Him that you forgive that person. 
 
Journal Station prompt: When we think about how much Jesus has forgiven us, it’s easier to forgive other 
people. Write a letter to Jesus thanking Him for His incredible love and forgiveness. 
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Matthew 18:21-35. Draw a picture of the story or write to God your 
favorite part of the story. Tell Him why you liked it. 
 
Art Station prompt: What do you picture when you think of the word “Forgiveness”? Draw it in the space right 
here. 
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OPTIONAL:  EXTENDED LARGE GROUP | BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
At the end of the Bible story, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss the following questions:  
 
For Younger Kids:  
1. What was your favorite part of this story?  
2. The first servant refused to show the second servant forgiveness even after the king had forgiven 
him. Why do you think that is?  
 
For Older Kids:  
1. How is the king in this story like God?  
2. Why do you think Jesus told this story to Peter? 
 


