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BILLY BOBS BARNYARD THEATER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LARGE GROUP SKILL BUILDING 
 

Helping Kids Navigate the Bible 
 
“The B-I-B-L-E, Yes that’s the book for me! Unless you don’t know how to navigate it, in which case it just sits 
on your shelf collecting dust.” I like to imagine that these were the original lyrics to the famous Bible song. 
(Whatever it lacks in sing-ability, it makes up for with raw honesty.) The Bible is the greatest book ever written—
it’s a book that has the power not only to change our lives, but our eternities as well. But how can God’s Word 
truly plant itself in a kid’s heart if they don’t know how to read it for themselves? Helping kids learn how to 
navigate the Bible is one of the most important things we can do. Here are a few tips to help you do exactly that: 
 
Show them the bones: Teaching kids about the basic “bones” of the Bible will help them get around on their 
own. Show them how the Bible is broken into two sections (Old and New Testaments) and 66 books. Show 
them how each book is broken into chapters (the big numbers) and verses (the little numbers).  
 
Teach them about the Table of Contents: Some kids are Bible whizzes and can recite the 66 books in order 
and flip to them like lightning. For the rest of the kids, though, the Table of Contents can be a valuable tool. 
Point your kids to the Table of Contents and show them how to find a book quickly. 
 
Let them see you do it: Flip through your own Bible as you explain. Let the kids see you navigate the Bible as 
you illustrate each step. 
 
Don’t be a Bible hog: Instead of just reading to the kids, challenge them to look up the verses for themselves. 
It will take more time for the kids to find it, but it’s worth the investment. 
 
Give space, give hints, give answers: When you give the kids a verse to look up, first give them space to find 
it on their own. After a moment, give them hints on where to find it. “It’s in the Old Testament.” “It’s close to the 
middle of the Bible.” “Look for the big number 28.” Finally, when enough time has passed, help the kids who are 
struggling. If there are kids who are new to the Bible or continually struggle, spend some extra time with them 
afterwards. 
 

BIG IDEA: God blesses those who believe His promises. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25 

KEY VERSE: “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the [sins] of us all.” Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) 
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HOST 

o Optional Costumes for Host & Storyteller – Farm Hats and Overalls with some “Christmas 
Bling”  / Country look, not cowboy. 

STORYTELLER 
o Practice playing the “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” video. Time it so Billy Bob shows up at just the 

right moment. (See LG lesson for details.) 
o Optional: If you would like to include costumes for the Big Bible Story characters, choose them 

ahead of time and place them in the teaching area, but out of sight from the kids. Characters for 
this week include Mary, the angel Gabriel, a donkey, and Elizabeth. 

o Print out the “Cue Cards” and place in the teaching area in the order they’ll be used.  
o Box with detachable lid -  large enough to tape an 8½” x 11” piece of paper on one side. 

Wrap the box in Christmas-themed wrapping paper. Wrap it in a way that the lid can be easily 
removed or opened. 

o Tape the “God’s Promise” sign (see Resource Folder) to the side of the wrapped box. 
o Place the wrapped box in the teaching area with the “God’s Promise” sign facing away from the 

kids so they cannot see it. 
o OPTIONAL – Pads of sticky notes and pens / pencils ready to pass down each row or area 

for kids to respond following the Bible Story. 
 

OPTIONAL – Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available. Set 
out the appropriate materials for each of those stations. 

 
 

 

UNIT DESCRIPTION 
Over the course of theatrical history, a small handful of thespians have delivered performances that can only be 
described as genius. Billy Bob and his unreliable band of barnyard actors are not among them. Not even close! 
In fact, for one reason or another, they can’t even seem to make their way on stage. No worries, though! As 
everyone always says, “The baby Jesus barnyard Christmas show must go on!” During “Billy Bob’s Barnyard 
Theater,” kids will jump to the rescue by acting out four different stories about the greatest gift the world has 
ever known—the gift of Jesus. 
 

SUPPLIES & SET-UP INSTRUCTIONS 
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CG: “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
SFX:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
VDO: Countdown video 
VDO: “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” intro video 
 

WORSHIP OPENER 
VDO: OPTIONAL - Worship Intro Bumper (See Pro-P Bumpers Tab) 
Worship Song #1  
Worship Song #2  

HOST INTRO:   
 

HOST: Hello all you awesome Pinelake Kids! Welcome back to another amazing week of “Billy Bob’s Barnyard 
Theater!” Last week, Billy Bob and his band of barnyard actors couldn’t perform, but I’m sure they’ll come through 
this week. Before we welcome them via live video feed, though, I just have to tell you how excited I am about 
Christmas. Is it just me, or are you excited too? On the count of three, I want you to show me how excited you 
are by cheering. (Count to three and prompt kids to cheer and yell.) Wow—that’s a lot of excitement!  
  
Do you know what’s so hard about being so excited for something?  Yes, it’s waiting for it! Don’t you just want 
Christmas to be here NOW? Me too—but it’s not! How many more days do we have until Christmas? (Take 
answer from kids.) Ugh—doesn’t that seem like forever? (Kids respond.) As long as that might seem, though, the 
people in today’s story had to wait waaaay longer for the first Christmas. In the Old Testament, the prophets told 
the people of Israel that the Savior was coming. They said that Jesus was going to be born in a little town called 
Bethlehem, but then the people had to wait for 400 years. Whoa—that is forever long! It makes our little wait look 
puny! 
 
During our little “wait” how would you like to play a game? Yes!  I thought you would say, YES!  Everyone stand 
to your feet because this barnyard is about to get rowdy!  Let’s play – COW – SHEPHERD – WISEMAN!  
 
GAME TIME: COW, SHEPHERD, WISEMAN  
 

CG:  “COW-SHEPHED-WISEMAN” graphic  
 

Host will need to watch video prior to game, super easy!  Kids will choose one of three poses, cow, 
shepherd, or wiseman (poses are shown in the video) and once they have their pose, start the video.  
Pause in between rounds.  There are four videos provided that are about 2 minutes each in length. Each 
campus can decide how many videos/rounds to be played based upon your Large Group needs.  

 
HOST:  WOW to the Cows! SHOUT-OUT to the Shepherds and WELL-DONE my Wisemen!  You all really 
know how to get into this barnyard hopping!  Let’s settle in to our barnyard and get ready for an incredible story!  
Have a seat.   
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VDO: Optional:  “WORD” video bumper 
 
CG: “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
 
STORYTELLER:   Today, with the help of Billy Bob and his barnyard actors, we’re going to hear the story of the 
angel who announced that the wait was almost over and that the first Christmas was coming. Are you ready for 
it? Great—then let’s start chanting for Billy Bob. (Prompt kids to chant, “Bill-y Bob, Bill-y Bob, Bill-y Bob.” In the 
middle of the chant, begin playing the “Billy Bob Barnyard Theater” video.)  
 

Tech note: Billy Bob appears via video to provide an apology. The video script is provided below 
for you to see. 

 
VDO:  Play “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” video 
“Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” video script: Well, butter my biscuits—we got ourselves another barnyard 
emergency! You ain’t gonna believe this, but my donkey has come down with a case of restless leg 
syndrome. I can tell you this for sure, you don’t want to be standin’ ‘round no donkey who can’t stop 
kicking, unless you’re looking for a free ride to the moon. He already done kicked the goat straight through 
the barn wall. Without my donkey, who’s going to play Mary? And without my goat, who’s going to play 
the donkey? Nevertheless, you know what people is always sayin’—“The baby Jesus barnyard Christmas 
show must go on, even if your donkey has restless leg syndrome.” I hate to ask you this again, but I’m 
gonna need your help. You kids have to be the actors so you can get ‘er done while I get donkey to the 
doctor. Hold on, Donkey! Billy Bob’s comin’ to help ya! 
 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—AN ANGEL ANNOUNCES THE COMING BIRTH 
STORYTELLER:   You’ve got to be kidding me! Two weeks in a row! No worries, though—we can “get ‘er done” 
just like we did last week. We’ll just need to figure out who is going to play which part. 
 

Choose one kid to play the part of Mary, one kid to play the angel Gabriel, one kid to play 
the donkey, and one kid to play Elizabeth. When a character has a line, hold up the appropriate 
cue card and prompt them to say their line.  Consider enlisting the HOST or another adult to 
hold up cue cards to free up the STORYTELLER and to keep the story moving smoothly.  
For younger kids who are learning to read, say the line and have them repeat.  
 

Hundreds of years had quietly gone by since Isaiah prophesied about Jesus, but that silence was about to come 
to an end. God had some incredible news for a woman named Mary. (Prompt Mary to stand in the teaching area.) 
Mary was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph. (Hold up cue card #1; Mary: “Joseph is so dreamy!”) 
CUT! Let’s try that again—this time say it like you’re madly in love. (Prompt Mary again.) 
 
One day, while Mary was dreaming up her big wedding plans, an angel named Gabriel appeared like a bolt of 
lightning. (Prompt angel to enter the scene.) CUT! I need more “kapow” in that entrance. (Prompt angel to enter 
with more energy.) Nice job! Gabriel had a message from God. (Hold up cue card #2; Gabriel: “Mary, the Lord 
has blessed you in a special way. He is with you.”) 
 
Ok, Mary—this is your big scene. We need to set the mood. You’re minding your own business, when suddenly, 
an angel appears and talks to you! Don’t hold back on us—show us how you think Mary reacted! (Prompt Mary 
to give a dramatic reaction.) Hmm. No, that doesn’t do it for me. I need more fear and trepidation! Everyone in 
the audience, let’s do this together. On the count of three, show me how you think Mary reacted to seeing an 
angel standing right in front of her. (Count to three and prompt kids in the audience to give a dramatic reaction.) 
Brilliant! That’s what I’m talking about! 
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STORYTELLER:   Mary was super scared, but Gabriel told her not to be afraid, because God was pleased with 
her. Then he said, (hold up cue card #3; Gabriel: “You will give birth to a son, and you will name Him Jesus.”) 
When Mary heard this, she looked confused. (Prompt Mary to look confused.) CUT! That was pretty good, but we 
need way more confusion in your face. In fact, audience, let’s help her out. I’ll have the angel give his line again, 
and I want for everyone to react with confusion. (Prompt angel to read cue card #3 again; kids give reaction.) 
That’s more like it! 
 
Mary was sooo confused! She said to Gabriel, (hold up cue card #4; Mary: “How is this possible? Who will his 
father be?”) Gabriel replied in a bold voice, (hold up cue card #5; Gabriel: “The Holy Spirit will place the baby 
inside of you. He will be God’s Son.”) Eureka! Mary finally got it. (Prompt Mary to give an “I get it!” look.) Not only 
did Mary understand, she believed everything the angel had said and couldn’t wait to tell her cousin, Elizabeth. 
So, she climbed aboard her donkey and traveled all the way to the hill country of Judea. (Shout towards donkey.) 
Cue the donkey! (Prompt Donkey to get on hands and knees and to let out a loud donkey bray. Help Mary gently 
take a seat on the donkey and lead the donkey across the teaching area to Elizabeth.)  
 
Elizabeth was so excited to see Mary. (Prompt Elizabeth to look excited.) CUT! We need way more excitement. 
Audience, let’s help her out! (Repeat line and prompt everyone to look excited.) Nailed it! Mary didn’t even have 
to tell Elizabeth the big news. The Holy Spirit had already revealed to Elizabeth that Mary was going to have 
God’s Son, so she called out to Mary in a loud voice. (Hold up cue card #6; Elizabeth: “God has blessed you 
because you have believed His promise.”) Bravo! Let’s give our actors a round of applause! (Dismiss actors.)  
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
At the end of the Bible story, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups or neighbors and discuss the 
following questions: 

 
For Younger Kids: What was your favorite part of this story? If you were Mary, would you 
have believed the angel?  
 
For Older Kids: If you were Mary, would you have believed the angel? Elizabeth said that 
Mary had been blessed for believing. What do you think it means to be blessed? After a 
few minutes, draw attention back to the teaching area. 

 
CG:  “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
Video:  (Optional) Play “Journey Today Show” video (requires GO+ subscription) 
 
GOD’S BLESSING 
Has anyone ever told you something that was really hard to believe? What was it? (Call on kids to share answers.) 
Sometimes people tell us things that make us want to say, “No way—that’s impossible!” But what if it was God 
that was telling you something hard to believe? Would you believe it then? When God promises to do something, 
no matter how impossible it seems, we can trust that He’ll keep that promise. In fact, that’s exactly what Mary did 
in our story for today. Even though it seemed impossible to her that she could be pregnant with a baby, she 
believed God’s promise. Do you think God rewards that kind of belief?  Yes—He does! Let’s take another look at 
what Elizabeth said to Mary when she saw her. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Luke 1:45. When ready, 
read it aloud) 
 
CG: “You are a woman God has blessed. You have believed that the Lord would keep his 

promises to you!” Luke 1:45 
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STORYTELLER:   Do you see that? God blesses those who believe His promises. That’s our big idea today, let’s 
say that together!  
 
CG:  God blesses those who believe in His promises – Big Idea Graphic 
 
But, do you know what it means to be blessed by God? (Take answers.) Great thoughts! Before I tell you what a 
blessing IS, let me first tell you what it is NOT.  
 
CG:  A blessing is NOT getting whatever we want. 
 
A blessing is not getting whatever we want. It doesn’t mean that we’ll get every Christmas present we ever 
dreamed of. Actually, a blessing is way better than that. 
 
CG:  A blessing is God’s joy and happiness in our life. 
 
A blessing is God’s joy and happiness in our life. When we believe God’s promises, He blesses us—He fills our 
life with joy and happiness. And that’s way better than any present you could fit under a tree. Let me show you 
why. 
 
THE BEST GIFT EVER 

 
Hold up a wrapped present with removable lid. Be sure the attached sign is on the back side 
where the kids can’t see it. Ask the kids to think about a present they’re hoping to get for 
Christmas. Chose a kid to come up to the teaching area, have them take the lid off of the present 
and, without speaking, pretend to pull out and use the present they’re hoping to get. Encourage 
the other kids to guess what present the kid is acting out. When finished, allow one or two other 
kids to perform the present charade also. 

 
STORYTELLER:   Think about the presents those kids just acted out. Do you think they’d be happy if they got those 
things for Christmas?  Probably. But for how long? How long would it take until those things break or get lost, or 
they just get bored with them? (Hold up present.) The kind of happiness that comes in a box doesn’t go very deep 
or last very long. But when we believe God’s promises, it gives us a joy and happiness that fills us up and lasts 
forever. 
 
In fact, during Christmas time, we celebrate the greatest promise of all time. (Turn present around to reveal sign. 
Read the sign aloud: “God promised to give us His only Son, Jesus, so that anyone who believes in Him can have 
eternal life.”) If you believe this promise, God will fill your life with a joy and happiness that lasts forever and ever. 
And there is NO better gift than that. In just a minute, you’ll have a chance to tell God that you believe this promise 
(see note below), but first, let’s pray together. 
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit prompts you. 
Following the prayer, tell the kids that if they want to tell God that they believe His promise 
about Jesus, they can write the words “I believe” on a sticky note and stick it to the present 
with the “God’s promise” sign.  
 
OR SKIP STRAIGHT TO HOST CLOSER 
 

CG:  “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
Music:  (Optional) Play quiet instrumental music 
 



5.2 Large Group Service 
Learn from Christ, Live in Christ, Lead Others to Christ  

© 2022 David Rausch. All rights reserved. Edited for use by Pinelake Church. 2022  7 
   

 
OPTIONAL:  RESPONSE STATIONS  
CG:  “Response Station” graphics 
 
Set up at tables or on carpets with all supplies and hand sanitizer in the large group space or provide 
response station materials in each small group area where kids can go to respond.   
 
Prayer Station prompt: Write a prayer thanking God for the blessing of Jesus. 
 
Journal Station prompt: Write down all of the promises you can remember that God has made to you. Make 
sure they are real promises from in the Bible! Next to each promise, write the words “I believe.” 
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Luke 1:26-38. Write about or draw a picture of your favorite part of 
that story. 
 
Art Station prompt: Draw a picture of baby Jesus—the greatest present ever. Below the picture, write the 
words “God blesses those who believe His promises.” 
 
HOST CLOSER 
 

HOST:  You all were amazing today as we “waited” for the story and to hear what God wanted to share with us 
today!  It’s wonderful to know that God blesses us when we trust and follow Him.  Let’s say that together again!  
 
CG:  God blesses those who believe in His promises – Big Idea Graphic 
 
I know you were really dialed in when we talked about a blessing really is too!  The best things God gives us 
aren’t THINGS – but it’s what He is doing in us and through us that are a blessing! Let’s say our verse together 
too!  I know a lot of you are working hard to memorize this one!  
.  
CG: “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the 

LORD has laid on him the [sins] of us all.” Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) 
 
Here are those ever wonderful announcements before we head to small groups to have some awesome fun 
together! 
 
CG:    First Time Guests  
CG:    Birthday Recognition  
CG: Next New Beginnings Class 
OTHER ANNOUNCMENTS AT YOUR CAMPUS 
SFX:  High energy music as kids exit 
 
 


