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BILLY BOBS BARNYARD THEATER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LARGE GROUP SKILL BUILDING 
 

Helping Kids Navigate the Bible 
 
“The B-I-B-L-E, Yes that’s the book for me! Unless you don’t know how to navigate it, in which case it just sits 
on your shelf collecting dust.” I like to imagine that these were the original lyrics to the famous Bible song. 
(Whatever it lacks in sing-ability, it makes up for with raw honesty.) The Bible is the greatest book ever written—
it’s a book that has the power not only to change our lives, but our eternities as well. But how can God’s Word 
truly plant itself in a kid’s heart if they don’t know how to read it for themselves? Helping kids learn how to 
navigate the Bible is one of the most important things we can do. Here are a few tips to help you do exactly that: 
 
Show them the bones: Teaching kids about the basic “bones” of the Bible will help them get around on their 
own. Show them how the Bible is broken into two sections (Old and New Testaments) and 66 books. Show 
them how each book is broken into chapters (the big numbers) and verses (the little numbers).  
 
Teach them about the Table of Contents: Some kids are Bible whizzes and can recite the 66 books in order 
and flip to them like lightning. For the rest of the kids, though, the Table of Contents can be a valuable tool. 
Point your kids to the Table of Contents and show them how to find a book quickly. 
 
Let them see you do it: Flip through your own Bible as you explain. Let the kids see you navigate the Bible as 
you illustrate each step. 
 
Don’t be a Bible hog: Instead of just reading to the kids, challenge them to look up the verses for themselves. 
It will take more time for the kids to find it, but it’s worth the investment. 
 
Give space, give hints, give answers: When you give the kids a verse to look up, first give them space to find 
it on their own. After a moment, give them hints on where to find it. “It’s in the Old Testament.” “It’s close to the 
middle of the Bible.” “Look for the big number 28.” Finally, when enough time has passed, help the kids who are 
struggling. If there are kids who are new to the Bible or continually struggle, spend some extra time with them 
afterwards. 
 

BIG IDEA: Jesus is the greatest gift ever, so we can remember and celebrate His birth 
during Christmas. 

BIBLE BASIS: Isaiah 6, 53 

KEY VERSE: “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the [sins] of us all.” Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) 
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HOST 

o Ornament  
o Christmas cookie  
o Box with detachable lid - wrapped with Christmas wrapping paper Wrap the present in a way that 

it can easily be opened.  
o Place a cross inside the wrapped present.  
o Optional Costumes for Host & Storyteller – Farm Hats and Overalls with some “Christmas 

Bling”  / Country look, not cowboy. 
 

STORYTELLER 
o Practice playing the “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” video. Time it so Billy Bob shows up at just the 

right moment. (See LG lesson for details.) 
o Optional: If you would like to include costumes for the Big Bible Story characters, choose them 

ahead of time and place them in the teaching area, but out of sight from the kids. Characters for 
this week include A king, Isaiah, and an angel. 

o Print out the “Cue Cards” and place in the teaching area in the order they’ll be used.  
o Small stone and painted orange to look like a hot coal. 
o Print out the “Sin” and “God” signs. Tape them on opposite walls to either side of the audience. 

 
OPTIONAL – Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available. Set 
out the appropriate materials for each of those stations. 

 
 

 

UNIT DESCRIPTION 
Over the course of theatrical history, a small handful of thespians have delivered performances that can only be 
described as genius. Billy Bob and his unreliable band of barnyard actors are not among them. Not even close! 
In fact, for one reason or another, they can’t even seem to make their way on stage. No worries, though! As 
everyone always says, “The baby Jesus barnyard Christmas show must go on!” During “Billy Bob’s Barnyard 
Theater,” kids will jump to the rescue by acting out four different stories about the greatest gift the world has ever 
known—the gift of Jesus. 
 

SUPPLIES & SET-UP INSTRUCTIONS 
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CG: “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
SFX:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
VDO: Countdown video 
VDO: “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” intro video 
 

WORSHIP OPENER 
VDO: OPTIONAL - Worship Intro Bumper (See Pro-P Bumpers Tab) 
Worship Song #1  
Worship Song #2  

HOST INTRO:   
 

HOST: Hello, friends and MERRY CHRISTMAS! Is anyone else super excited about the month of December? 
There are so many fun things that happen during Christmas time—the decorations (hold up ornament), the food 
(take a bite from the Christmas cookie), the presents (shake the wrapped present)! But the very best part about 
Christmas is what? That’s right! Even though all those other things are out-of-this-world fun, the best part about 
Christmas is that we get to celebrate the greatest gift of all time—the gift of Jesus! 
 
For the next four weeks, we get to hear the story of Jesus’ birth told in a way you’ve never heard it! In just a little 
bit, we’re going to be joined by Billy Bob and his barnyard actors live via video, but before they join us, let’s think 
back to the previous stories from this year and see if we can remember what’s happened so far by playing the 
BIG . . . BIBLE. . . STORY . . . REVIEW! 
 
GAME TIME: BIG BIBLE STORY REVIEW  
 

CG:  “Big Bible Story Review” graphic  
 
HOST: I’ve asked a friend from each grade to join me on stage to play!  When I ask the question, if you think you 
know the answer to one of these questions, raise your hand and make your best barnyard animal sound. The 
person with the best barnyard animal sound will get an opportunity to answer the question and win a point for 
their grade!  
 
SFX:  “Game Music” during play 
 

• In the beginning, God created what? (Answer: Heavens and earth.) 
• People had a perfect relationship with God until who brought sin into the world? (Adam and Eve.) 
• Sin separated people from God, but God came up with a plan to fix the sin problem. God promised a 

special man that his family would be the family through which Jesus, the Savior, would be born. What 
was the name of the man that received this promise? (Abram/Abraham.)  

• Over time, Abraham’s family grew bigger and bigger. What was the family called? (The Israelites.) 
• After moving to Egypt, the Israelites became slaves to the evil Egyptian Pharaoh. Who did God send to 

lead them out of slavery? (Moses.) 
• When the Israelites finally entered into the Promised Land, God gave them leaders to help them follow 

His commands. What were the leaders called? (Judges.) 
• After a while, though, the Israelites demanded to have a king. God warned them that kings would do 

terrible things to them. God was right, but there was one king who was kind and had a heart for Him. 
What was that king’s name? (King David.) 
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VDO: Optional:  “WORD” video bumper 
 
CG: “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
 
STORYTELLER:   Great job ya’ll! You really know your stuff!  Well, without further ado, let’s welcome our special 
guests. (Say with enthusiasm.) Ladies and gentlemen let’s give a wild round of applause to Billy Bob and his 
barnyard actors. (Begin clapping with kids. Look at screen for Billy Bob.) Let me try that again. (Say more loudly.) 
Ladies and gentlemen let’s give a wild round of applause to Billy Bob and his barnyard actors. (Begin clapping 
with kids. Give look of confusion.) That’s weird—they were supposed to join us. I wonder what happened.  
  

Tech note: Billy Bob appears via video to provide apology. The video script is provided below 
for you to see. 

 
VDO:  Play “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” video 
“Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” video script: Aw shucks! Sorry, kids, but I’ve got a bit of a barnyard 
emergency. My star actor done got herself stuck up on the roof of the barn. Now, how in the world a one 
ton cow got herself up on that there roof—well, I don’t even know, but I done been watching them shifty-
eyed ducks! Ever since I passed them up for the part of the wise men, they’ve been up to no good. 
Anyway, I thought about just givin’ up on the play, but then I remembered that famous old sayin’, “The 
baby Jesus barnyard Christmas show must go on, even if your star actor is a cow and she’s stuck up on 
the barn roof.” Boy, that sayin’ hits me in the old blood pumper every time. I’m gonna need your help, 
though. You kids are gonna have to be the actors so you can get ‘er done while I fetch big Bessie off the 
roof. Hold on, Bessie! Billy Bob’s got a parachute, and I’m comin’ to get ya! 
 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—ISAIAH AND THE BURNING COAL 
Um…okay…well…I guess that means we’re on our own this time. No worries, though—we can do this! We just 
need to figure out who is going to play which part.  
 

Choose one kid to play the part of the king, one kid to play Isaiah, and three kids to play 
the part of the angel. Tell the remaining kids that they’ll be the extra angels. When a character 
has a line, hold up the appropriate cue card and prompt them to say their line.  Consider 
enlisting the HOST or another adult to hold up cue cards to free up the STORYTELLER 
and to keep the story moving smoothly.  For younger kids who are learning to read, say the 
line and have them repeat.  

 
God had warned the Israelites that having a king would be bad news. And guess what? As always, God was right! 
(Prompt the king to stand in the teaching area.) After King David died, the kings got worse and worse and worse. 
The kings raised everyone’s taxes. (Hold up cue card #1; King: “Give me your money.”) The kings took people’s 
land. (Hold up cue card #2; King: “Give me your land.”) But worst of all, the kings led the Israelites into worshipping 
idols and false gods. Many of the kings were just plain rotten. (Prompt the king to do an evil laugh.) CUT! Let’s 
try that laugh again—this time with more evil! Many of the kings were just plain rotten. (Prompt the king again.) 
The people of Israel were beginning to wander farther and farther from God, but not everyone. (Thank the king 
and tell him to take a seat.)  
 
One day, a young man named Isaiah was praying to God in the temple. (Prompt Isaiah to kneel in the teaching 
area as if praying.) While Isaiah was praying, he saw a vision of God sitting on His throne. And all around the 
throne were Seraphim—angels with six wings. (Prompt one of the angel kids to stand near Isaiah and flap his 
“wings.”) Wait a second—that’s not enough wings! (Prompt the second angel kid to stand behind the first and flap 
a second set of “wings.”) Nope—still not enough. (Prompt the third angel kid to squat behind the first two and flap 
a third set of “wings.”) That’s more like it—keep flapping! There wasn’t just one angel, though. The room was filled  
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with angels. (Encourage all of the kids to get into groups of three and form six-winged angels.) In Isaiah’s vision, 
all the angels said, (Hold up cue card #3; Angels: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty.” Have the extra 
angels sit down, but keep the original angel standing in the teaching area.) Isaiah looked shocked. (Prompt Isaiah  
 
to look shocked.) CUT! Let’s try that again—I need more “shock” this time! Isaiah looked shocked. (Prompt kid 
again.) Then he said, (Hold up cue card #4; Isaiah: “I’m not worthy. My lips have said sinful things.”)  
 
Immediately, the angel flew over to Isaiah. (Prompt the 3 angel kids to move in unison while flapping their “wings” 
toward Isaiah. Hand the “front” angel a small stone.) The angel touched Isaiah’s lips with a hot coal and told him 
that his sins were forgiven. It was as if God had purified him with fire and burned his sins away. (Prompt angel to 
touch stone to Isaiah’s lips.) Then the voice of the Lord spoke out from His throne and said,  
 
Sound: Play “The Lord Speaks” voice over: “Who should I send to speak to these sinful people?”  
 
Isaiah answered God right away. He said, (Hold up cue card #5; Isaiah: “Here I am, Lord. Send me!”) From that 
day forward, Isaiah became one of the great prophets for God. As a prophet, Isaiah was like a messenger. God 
would give a message to Isaiah, and Isaiah would give the message to God’s people. Through the prophets, God 
was able to steer his people back to Him and to give them a hope for the future. 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups or neighbors and 
discuss the following questions:  
 
For Younger Kids: What was your favorite part of this story? How do you think the 
people of Israel will react when the prophets tell them to stop doing bad things?  
 
For Older Kids: What do you think this story teaches us about God? How do you think 
the people of Israel will react when the prophets tell them to stop doing bad things? After 
a few minutes, draw attention back to the teaching area. 

 
CG:  “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
Video:  (Optional) Play “Journey Today Show” video (requires GO+ subscription) 
 
SIGNS OF THE TIME 
Have you ever taken a road trip somewhere? Me too! Road trips can be a ton of fun if you know where you’re 
going! But how would it feel if you got lost? (Share a brief personal story about a road trip where you got lost. Tell 
the kids what it was like to feel lost.) I think that’s kind of how the people of Israel must have felt. It’s kind of like 
they were on a road trip towards God, but the kings gave them bad directions and they got lost. So God sent 
prophets like Isaiah to help them. The prophets were like road signs that steered Israel in the right direction. Let 
me show you what I mean. 
 
CG:  Stop sign and U-turn sign 
 
Have you ever seen these signs on the road before?  What do these signs mean? That’s right—stop and turn 
around. (Tell the kids to stand up and march in place facing the “Sin” sign on one side of the room.) With the help 
of the kings, the people of Israel were driving straight toward sin—they were worshipping idols and living in a way 
that dishonored God. (Stand between the kids and the “Sin” sign.) So God sent the prophets to say “stop” (hold 
up palm facing kids) and “turn around.” (Prompt kids to turn around and march in place facing the “God” sign on 
the opposite side of the room. Stand near the “God” sign.) God used the prophets to steer His people back to 
Him. (Tell kids to take a seat, then move back to teaching area.) 
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CG:  Road Work Ahead sign and Reduced Speed Ahead sign 
 
The prophets had another big job. Have you ever seen signs like these before? Signs like these tell people about 
things that are coming up that they can’t see yet. Not only did the prophets help to steer God’s people in the right 
direction, they prophesied, or told about, things that were going to happen in the future. In fact, our Bible verse 
for today is one of those prophecies. Let’s take a look at Isaiah 53:6.  
 
CG: “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the 

LORD has laid on him the [sins] of us all.” Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) 
 
Who do you think Isaiah is talking about in this verse? Who did God lay our sins on? That’s right—Jesus! 
Hundreds of years before Jesus was even born, Isaiah told the people of Israel that the Savior was ahead. The 
prophets were like signs telling the world that Jesus was coming and that He was going to die for our sins. 
 
Christmas time is filled with tons of really cool things (refer back to the earlier props) — the decorations, the 
food, the presents — (open the present and take out a cross) but the gift of Jesus is by far the coolest of them 
all. In fact, Jesus is the greatest gift of all time, and Christmas is our chance to remember and celebrate His 
birth. 
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit prompts you. 
Following the prayer, if you plan to use response stations explain to the kids which of the will be 
available. Remind them to move about the stations very quietly. Tell them they are free to respond 
to God in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads them, but if they need suggestions, some of the 
stations will give them ideas for how to pray, write, or draw.  
 
OR SKIP STRAIGHT TO HOST CLOSER 
 

CG:  “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
Music:  (Optional) Play quiet instrumental music 
 

OPTIONAL:  RESPONSE STATIONS  
CG:  “Response Station” graphics 
 
Set up at tables or on carpets with all supplies and hand sanitizer in the large group space or provide 
response station materials in each small group area where kids can go to respond.   
 
Prayer Station prompt: Write a prayer telling God what a cool gift the birth of Jesus was. 
 
Journal Station prompt: Make a list of things you could do this Christmas to help you remember and celebrate 
the birth of Jesus. 
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Isaiah 6. Draw a picture of the story or write to God your favorite 
part of the story. Tell Him why you liked it. 
 
Art Station prompt: Draw a picture of the angel with six wings from today’s story. Give the angel a speech 
bubble that says, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty.” 
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HOST CLOSER 
 

HOST:  You all did a great job today listening to and participating with God’s word!  Let’s say our verse together 
and I bet all of you can learn this and keep it in your heart – forever!     
.  
CG: “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the 

LORD has laid on him the [sins] of us all.” Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) 
 
And because we have all sinned and strayed from God in our loves, how wonderful the God gave us the gift of 
Jesus!  
  
CG:      Jesus is the greatest gift ever, so we can remember and celebrate His birth during 

Christmas. – Big Idea Graphic 

Here are a few announcements before we head to small groups to have some awesome fun together! 
 
CG:    First Time Guests  
CG:    Birthday Recognition  
CG: Next New Beginnings Class 
OTHER ANNOUNCMENTS AT YOUR CAMPUS 
SFX:  High energy music as exit 
 
 


