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SNAPSHOT 
October 2, 2022: THE BRONZE SNAKE 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LARGE GROUP SKILL BUILDING 
 

Understanding a Kid’s World 
 
One of the best ways to connect with kids is to understand the world they live in. Unfortunately, relying on our 
memories of being a kid won’t cut it. Newsflash: Kids don’t know who “Captain Caveman” is, and your “Speak 
and Spell” is a technological dinosaur to them. Even if you were a kid just a short while ago, the culture has 
already shifted considerably. Communicating with kids effectively, whether as a small group leader or a large 
group teacher, requires you to engage them at their level and in their world. Don’t let the task sound daunting, 
though—you’re surrounded by experts who would be happy to teach you! 
 
Ask the experts: Who’s the best person to ask about today’s kid culture? (Warning: Obvious answer 
approaching.) Kids! Ask the kids in your ministry what their favorites are—movies, TV shows, music, board games, 
video games, apps, toys, etc. Be ready, though. Just like experts in any area, when you get them talking, they 
might not be able to stop! 
 
Do some research: Who said research has to be boring? Once you know what your kids are watching, playing, 
and hearing, you should watch it, play it, and listen to it yourself! You'll be surprised how much you learn about 
kids when you visit their world. 

  
Report your findings immediately: The next time you see the kids, tell them what you listened to, watched, or 
played. Their faces will most likely light up. You’ll be able to reference things that are relevant and interesting to 
them. Best of all, you’ll have an instant connection with them, and they’ll see you in a whole new light. 
  

BIG IDEA: God is merciful and has lifted His Son upon a cross so that we might be 
saved from death. 

BIBLE BASIS:  Numbers 21:1-9 

KEY VERSE: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him 
with all your strength and with all your mind.” Luke 10:27a (NIrV) 
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UNIT DESCRIPTION 
What kid doesn’t love hamming it up in front of a camera from time to time? During the “Snapshot” series, kids 
will be encouraged to do just that. By striking different fun and creative poses throughout the lessons, kids will 
help tell the stories of the Israelites’ journey through the wilderness and into the Promised Land. More than that, 
kids will get an unforgettable snapshot of God’s enduring love and faithfulness through the deserts of life. 
 
 

SUPPLIES & SET-UP INSTRUCTIONS 

HOST & GAME 
• Place a digital camera or smartphone 
• 4 long scarves, bandanas or something to place in the back pocket of game player.  

 
STORY 

• Upload the “snapshot” of the previous week’s Bible Story.  Be sure to know what part of the story the 
snapshot if from. Import it into your media presentation software and show it during the beginning of the 
“The Big Bible Story.”  

• Place a Bible in the teaching area for the large group teacher to flip through and to look up verses. 
• Print out the “Bronze Snake Picture” (see Resource Folder) on 8½” x 11” paper or cardstock. Cut out 

the snake and attach it to a large pole. Place the pole in the teaching area where it’s not visible to the 
kids. 

• Print the five “Bronze Snake Story Signs” on 8½” x 11” cardstock (signs include: snake, poison, death, 
pole, bronze snake). On the back side of the same cardstock, print the “Salvation Story Signs” (signs 
include Satan, sin, forever separation from God, cross, Jesus). In the end, the signs have the following 
front/back combinations: Snake/Satan, poison/sin, death/forever separation from God, pole/cross, 
bronze snake/Jesus. 

• Place the Bronze Snake/Salvation Story signs in the teaching area. 
• Optional: Place candy or other small prizes in the teaching area. Toss a prize to each kid who can make 

a successful connection between the Bronze Snake and Salvation stories. 
 

 
 
Note: Kids love seeing themselves on the screen. Each week, quickly take snapshots each time the kids strike a 
pose. As kids arrive the following week, consider showing a slideshow of the snapshots from the previous week 
that were sent to you from your group leaders.  The opening activity each week asks for leaders to send their 
“strike a pose” picture  
  
OPTIONAL - RESPONSE STATIONS  

Choose which of the Reflect and Respond Stations you would like to make available.  
Set out the appropriate materials for each of those stations.  
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CG: “Snapshot” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
VDO: Countdown video 
VDO: Play “Snapshot” Intro Video 
 
 

HOST INTRO 
Host walks into the teaching area with camera or smartphone raised and ready to take a picture. 

 
HOST: Hello, everybody, and welcome back to another week of “Snapshot!” I hope you wore your “picture day” 
outfits, because we’re going to be taking a bunch of crazy snapshots today. In fact, let’s take one right now. What 
kind of pose do you think we should do?  
 

Let kids offer suggestions. Choose one and take a snapshot while kids pose in that manner.  Look at the 
screenshot on your camera or smartphone.  

 
Taking snapshots is a total blast! But looking at snapshots is even better.  
 
CG: Show a snapshot from the previous week.  
 
Take a look at this one from last week. Who remembers what this snapshot was all about? That’s right! You see—
the best part about snapshots is that they help you remember things. That’s what we’re doing during the 
“Snapshot” series—we’re creating snapshots of the Bible to help us remember how faithful and loving God is. We 
are gonna have a great time today but first, who is ready for GAAAAME TIME!!! 
 
GAME TIME:  CATCH THE SNAKE 
VDO:  “Game Time” Bumper 
 

Pre-select 1 SGL and 5 kids from each grade to form teams!  This game most likely will not be able to be 
played on a stage, so use another area in your space and if you have the ability to put a camera on it and 
project on the screen, go for it!  If not, definitely get some video to use for social media!  

 
CG:  “Catch the Snake Tail”  
 
HOST:  Today’s story is going to be awesome and since our story involves snakes, it seems fitting to catch a 
snake before we slither into today’s story!    I’ve pre-selected an SGL, who has selected several of you to play 
this game!  So come on over here and let me “splain” the game to ya!    
 
Okay, each team will line up and ya’ll will put your hands on the waist of the person in front of you. The last person 
in line is going to tuck one end of this scarf in your back pocket, belt, or waistband. The first person in line will try 
to grab the scarf. When the "head" gets the "tail", he dons the scarf and becomes the new tail. The person second 
in line becomes the head.  We will set the timer to 3 minutes and the team that can catch the tail the most, WINS!  
Are you ready, on your mark, set . . . GO!! 
 
VDO:  “3 Minute Countdown” 
 
Ya’ll are AMAZING and very clever and fast!    Let’s get a snapshot real quick of our winning team!  On the count 
of three, I want you all to strike a pose like you’ve just captured a snake by its tale!  (Count to three. Use a 
camera or smartphone to take a picture.)  Great picture everyone!  Let’s get up on our feet and worship before 
we jump into today’s story!   
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WORSHIP OPENER 
VDO: Worship Intro Bumper 
Worship Song #1  
Worship Song #2  

THE BIG BIBLE STORY—THE BRONZE SNAKE 
VDO: “Word Title Pkg” | Bumper for storyteller entrance  
 
STORYTELLER Let’s get started with our first story snapshot. Strike a pose like you’re totally exhausted. 
(Give kids a few seconds to pose. Take a snapshot with camera or smartphone when ready.) Since leaving Egypt, 
the Israelites have been wandering through the dry, hot wilderness for many years. Even though life was tough, 
God always provided them with everything they needed. Strike a pose like you’re super thirsty. (Take a 
snapshot when ready.) When the Israelites got thirsty, God would make water pour out of the rocks for everyone 
to drink. Now strike a pose like you’re really hungry. (Take a snapshot when ready.) When the Israelites got 
hungry, God would make birds called quail and flakes of bread called manna rain down from heaven.  
 
Even though God always took care of His people, the Israelites never stopped complaining. They would speak 
out against God and Moses, and they would say things like this: (Have kids read with you in their whiniest voices.) 
 
CG: Complaining #1: “The food in Egypt was way better.”  
 
And things like this:  
 
CG: Complaining #2: “Did you bring us out here just to die of thirst?”  
 
Do you ever sound like that when you’re complaining? Well, the Israelites sounded like that a lot! In fact, one time 
they started complaining about all kinds of things. Let’s take a look at what they said in the Book of Numbers 21:5. 
We’re going to read this in our whiny voices again.  
 
CG:  Complaining #3: “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt? Do you want us to die here in the 
desert? We don’t have any bread! We don’t have any water! And we hate this awful food!” 
 
Can you believe that?! God had saved them from slavery in Egypt and had given them everything they needed 
in the wilderness, but the Israelites still complained. Can you imagine how God felt about this?  
 
CG: “The Big Bible Story” graphic.  
 
Let’s find out by doing another snapshot, but this time I need two different poses at the same time. (Divide the 
room in half.) I need this half of the room (point to one side) to strike a pose like you’re a snake getting ready to 
bite. And I need this half of the room (point to other side) to strike a pose like you’re super scared. (Give kids 
a moment to strike poses. Take a snapshot when ready.) God sent poisonous snakes from the desert to bite the 
Israelites who were complaining. Now I want this side of the room (point to one side) to strike a pose like you’re 
dying. And I want this side of the room (point to one side) to strike a pose like you’re begging for mercy. (Take 
a snapshot when ready.) Many of the people who got bit died. But the others realized their mistake and begged 
Moses to pray and ask God to take away the snakes. So that’s what Moses did. 
 
And even though the people of Israel had complained and spoke out against Him, God was merciful to His people. 
He told Moses to make a snake and put it high on a pole. (Lift up the pole with the cutout of a bronze snake on 
it.) So, Moses made a snake out of bronze metal and put it on a pole. Let’s do one last snapshot. Strike a pose 
like you were just healed. (Take a snapshot when ready. If necessary, have a kid hold the pole for you.) Now, 
anytime someone was bitten by a snake, all they had to do was look at the bronze snake on the pole and God 
would heal them. 
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GOD IS MERCIFUL 
Wasn’t that a pretty amazing story?! Even though the Israelites complained and spoke out against God, God 
showed them mercy. “Mercy”—does anyone know what that word means?  Great answer! Let me show you our 
definition: 
 
CG:  Mercy: (noun) showing someone forgiveness even if they deserve to be punished 
 
Even though the Israelites deserved to be punished for speaking out against God, God forgave them and 
provided a way for them to escape death from the snake bite. So, you see—the story of the bronze snake gives 
us a snapshot—or picture—of God’s mercy for the Israelites through Moses. But here’s the really cool part—the 
story of the bronze snake also gives us a snapshot of God’s mercy for us through Jesus. Let me show you what 
I mean. 
 
A SNAPSHOT OF JESUS 

Choose five kids and line them up across the teaching area. Hand each kid one sign in the following 
order: snake, poison, death, bronze snake, pole. As you recount each underlined part of the story, 
stand behind the appropriate kid.  

 
In our story today, snakes bit the Israelites and injected them with poison. The poison caused the people to die. 
But God was merciful and told Moses to create a bronze snake and to hang it on a wooden pole so that anyone 
who looked at it would be saved. 
 
Does that remind you of the story of Jesus? Look at this! Who is the evil serpent or snake in the Bible? (Take 
answers. Turn “snake” sign around to reveal “Satan.” Optional: Toss candy or other prizes to kids who give the 
right answer.) What was the poison that Satan released into the world? (Take answers. Turn “poison” sign 
around to reveal “sin.”) What kind of death did sin cause? (Take answers. Turn “death” sign around to reveal 
“forever separation from God.”) But God was merciful to us. Instead of a bronze snake, who did He send? (Take 
answers. Turn “bronze snake” sign around to reveal “Jesus.”) And instead of hanging Jesus on a wooden pole, 
what was Jesus hung on? (Take answers. Turn “pole” sign around to reveal “cross.”) In the same way that the 
bronze snake was hung on a pole to save the Israelites, Jesus was hung on a cross to save us. In fact, that’s 
exactly what the Bible tells us in John 3:14-15. Take a look.  
 
CG: “Moses lifted up the snake in the desert. In the same way, the Son of Man must also be lifted up. 
         Then everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” John 3:14-15 
 
Just like the Israelites, every one of us has sinned. And our sin causes spiritual death—it separates us from 
God forever. But God showed us mercy by giving us His Son Jesus and raising Him up on a cross so that 
whenever we look to Him for forgiveness, we can have eternal life with God. Let me show you what I’m talking 
about.  
 

Take signs and dismiss the five kids back to their seats. 

 

Kid’s Pastor at each campus will decide how to proceed – please edit as you plan to 
share the Gospel and follow-up. 
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THREE CIRCLE DRAWING – SALVATION EXPLANATION  

CG: “3-Circle Graphics”  
 
Circle #1: God's Design: The Bible tells us that God created the world and people with a design. It's the 
way something is supposed to work. We learned about His perfect design several weeks ago and that we were 
created in His image to have relationship with Him.  Everything was perfect.  But then a big problem came into 
play.  
 
Arrow: Sin: Adam and Eve sinned. What is Sin? Sin is anything you THINK, SAY, DO or FEEL that 
displeases God. Sin Separates you from God. 

• And ever since Adam and Eve, every single person who has ever lived has sinned. Including you and me. 
• And that's a problem because we can't have a relationship with God if we have sinned. And because of 

sin there's a lot of brokenness in the world. 
 
Circle #2: Broken:  Think about it. If you don't use something the way it's designed, it usually breaks. 

• Sin leads to broken things. Squiggly lines: Sin leads to broken things. These can be what the kids 
think brokenness leads to. Things like: Fighting, Hurting Others, Disobedience, Worrying, Lying, 
Bullying, Sadness ... 

• We can't fix it ourselves. Have you ever broken something you couldn't put back together? There's 
nothing we can do to fix ourselves and have a relationship with God. And that's why God sent His Son 
Jesus to die on the cross and rise from the grave like we learned about this morning. 
 

Circle #3: The Gospel: The gospel is the good news of what Jesus has done for us. 

• The good news is that God did not want us to stay broken forever and never be able to have a 
relationship with Him. John 3: 1 6 tells that that God so loved the world he gave His only Son, Jesus. 

 
Arrow: between Broken and Gospel 
• How do you get the gift of eternal life and get brought back to God's design?  Repent and Believe. 
• Repent: Understand that you have sinned against God and ask God for forgiveness of your sins. 
• Believe: Jesus is God's Son who paid for your sins on the cross and he rose again so you could have 

new life in Him. 
 
STORYTELLER:  Becoming a follow of Jesus means that you understand you are broken and need forgiveness 
and you are willing to give control of your live over to Jesus.  If you have never asked for Jesus to forgive you 
and want to place your life in His hands today, and follow Jesus, I am going to show you how.   
 
CG: ABC 
 
And here’s the great news—looking to Jesus for salvation is as easy as ABC. Let me explain. The “A” stands for 
“Admit.” 
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CG: Admit.  
 
If you want to become a Christian, you have to admit that you sin and ask God for forgiveness. God loves you 
so much He’ll forgive you no matter how much you’ve sinned. The “B” stands for “Believe.”  
 
CG: Believe.  
 
Believe in Jesus and that He died for your sins. When we believe Jesus died for our sins, we can be forgiven. 
And finally, the “C” stands for “Choose.”  
 
CG: Choose.  
 
Choose to follow Jesus for the rest of your life. Choose to live your life the way He wants you to instead of how 
you want to. If you’ve never done that before, you can talk to your small group leader about it today, or one of 
the other adult leaders and we definitely want you to talk to your parents! 
 

Each campus KidMin will give direction on how they would like to handle the prayer time today 
and how they would like SGL’s and other adult leaders to follow-up.   
 
Optional – Response Stations following storytelling 
 

CG:  “Snapshot” title graphic 
Music:  (Optional) Play quiet instrumental music 
 
HOST CLOSER 
 

HOST:  Jesus loves each of you so much!  The story of the Bronze snake reminds us that God’s forgiveness is 
always available to us if we will look to Jesus as our Savior and surrender our lives to Him! I hope that each of 
you have given your life to Jesus and will continue to seek Him for your entire life.  Let’s say our Memory verse 
together.  
.  
CG: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him with all your 

strength and with all your mind.” Luke 10:27a 
 
I’ve got a few announcements and I want ya’ll to have an awesome time in your small groups this morning!  
 
CG:    First Time Guests  
CG:    Birthday Recognition  
CG: Next New Beginnings Class 
OTHER ANNOUNCMENTS AT YOUR CAMPUS 
SFX:  High energy music as exit 
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EXTENDED LARGE GROUP – BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

CG:  “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
For Younger Kids: What was your favorite part of this story? Why do you think God showed mercy to 
the Israelites even though they kept complaining and disobeying?  
 
For Older Kids: What do you think this story teaches us about God? Do you think the Israelites 
deserved God’s mercy? Why or why not? After a few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area. 
 

 
RESPONSE STATIONS IN THE LARGE GROUP AREA 
Set up at tables or on carpets with all supplies and hand sanitizer 
 

 
Prayer Station prompt: Write a prayer to God telling Him about some ways you’ve sinned. Tell God you’re 
sorry and ask Him for forgiveness. 
 
Journal Station prompt: Pretend that someone asked you how to become a follower of Jesus. Write a letter to 
them explaining the “ABCs.”  
 
Bible Station prompt: Read it for yourself: Numbers 21:4-9. Write to God your favorite part of the story. Tell 
Him why you liked it. 
 
Art Station prompt: How does it make you feel to know that you can have eternal life by looking to Jesus? 
Draw a picture of it. 
 
Art Station prompt: Is God calling you to do something hard or scary? Draw a picture of God helping you to do 
that thing. 
 


