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The Making of HIStory: God Uses the Ordinary
DECEMBER 4, 2022

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying Matthew 1:1-17. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to 
enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members and their 
openness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
Jesus entered our story to invite us to be a part of His story.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E P A R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

C O N N E C T E D  T O  T H E  P A S T
Not long ago there was a craze surrounding a company called 23andMe which provided genetic reports on ancestry 
to clients. Countless news articles and social media posts chronicled people who had discovered—many for the first 
time—who their ancestors were and where they came from. This company had tapped into this desire within us to know 
our story and the characters in our lineage. Were they common folk? Were they royalty? What far-off lands did they 
come from? When and how did they make it all the way to the United States or some other country?

These questions intrigue us because our ancestry tells us something about our own story. Who we are has something 
to do with where we came from. The Bible is filled with genealogies because they connect the people of the present to 
the people of the past.

In this series, we’re going to look at the birth of Jesus and the many unlikely people God used to write His story into our 
story. This week we’ll look at the genealogy of Jesus and discuss the fact that His ancestral roots show us that God 
invites all kinds of people from all kinds of backgrounds to be a part of His extraordinary salvation story. 

Q: Share about one person from your family heritage with whom you are 
especially proud.

D E E P E R  D I V E

O U T  O F  T H E  S I L E N C E
Matthew’s gospel begins after 400 years of silence in Israel. For 400 years God did not speak and no scripture was 
written. For 400 years God’s people waited in hope that the Messiah, a king God promised to send to save His people, 
would come. For 400 years that promise remained unfulfilled until, finally, God spoke and a new story began with the 
birth of Jesus.

Let’s take a look at the genealogy of Jesus that opens Matthew to see how God used ordinary people in His extraordinary 
salvation story and how we can be a part of that story today.
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

P E O P L E  G O D  U S E S

God can use anyone in His story and that is good news for us. With few exceptions, nearly every prominent character in 
the Bible has flaws which is what makes God’s salvation story so extraordinary. Throughout scripture we see God being 
gracious to all kinds of people from all kinds of backgrounds and inviting them to be a part of His story. 

When we look at Jesus’s genealogy, we see that God used a variety of people to bring Jesus into the world. God used 
these people:

The Senior (Abraham) – Abraham was 75 years old when God called him to leave his homeland and 100 years 
old when Isaac, the son God promised to give him, was born.

The Outsider (Rahab) – To say Rahab had questionable character is putting it mildly. She was in fact a prostitute 
and yet God used her to hide Caleb and Joshua when they were in Jericho.

The Faithful (Ruth) – Time and time again Ruth displayed faithfulness to her family and to God. She refused to 
leave her mother-in-law, Naomi, even though she had plenty of incentive to do so.

The Sinner (David) – He was a man after God’s own heart but one glaring blemish on David’s record as Israel’s 
king is that he committed adultery and conspired in murder to cover it up. 

The Young (Josiah) – He was only 16 years old when he began reforms as king in Judah to cleanse the land of 
idols, renovate the Temple, and renew the people’s covenant with God.

God’s extraordinary salvation story continues today, and He invites you to play a role in it. Regardless of who you are or 
where you’ve come from, God wants to tell His story through you.  

Q: Read Matthew 1:1-17 to yourself. Share with the group your experience 
reading Jesus’s genealogy.   
 
Q: Genealogies are included in scripture which makes them important. 
What makes them important? What might we be missing out on by ignoring 
them? 
 
Q: Have volunteers read Genesis 12:1-3 and 2 Samuel 7:8-16. These 
passages highlight two key promises of God to His people. What were 
these promises and how do they relate to Jesus?
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Q: If you were to give a title to the current chapter of your life, what would it 
be? Where is God currently in that chapter? 
 
Q: What (doubts, fears, shame, etc.) might be holding you back from 
believing that God can—and wants—to use you to tell part of His story?  
 
Q: How would you live differently if you saw your life as a unique story God 
is using to tell His greater salvation story? 
 
Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?



5  |  T H E  M A K I N G  O F  H I S T O R Y

C O M M E N TA R Y
The Messiah

“[The Gospel of Matthew’s] opening words carried special significance for a Jewish audience, whose ancestry was 
inseparably intertwined with the covenants God made with Israel. Jesus (Gk. Iēsous) was the historical, everyday name, 
and is Yeshua‘/Yehoshua‘ (Joshua) in Hebrew, meaning ‘Yahweh saves’ (Neh. 7:7; cf. Matt. 1:21). Christ (Gk. Christos, 
from Hb. mashiakh, ‘anointed’) points back to David as the anointed king of Israel. The designation ‘Messiah’ came to 
summarize several strands of OT expectation, especially the promise of an ‘anointed one’ who would righteously rule 
God’s people (2 Sam. 7:11b–16). Son of David evoked images of a Messiah with a royal lineage who would reestablish 
the throne in Jerusalem and the kingdom of Israel, son of Abraham. God’s covenant with Abraham established Israel as 
a chosen people and also affirmed that the whole world would be blessed through his line (Gen. 12:1–3; 22:18).”

Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament

“[The genealogy of Jesus” serves to do several things. First, it anchors the whole message of this Gospel in Old 
Testament history. We begin, not with Jesus, but with Abraham. To understand Jesus, we need the Old Testament, just 
as to understand the Old Testament, we need Jesus. The history is redemptive and anticipates the coming of Jesus 
Christ. […] Second, the genealogy witnesses to the genuine humanity of the Saviour. […] Third, the genealogy serves to 
legitimize Christ’s exclusive claims. He speaks as a king because he is the King. He is heir to David’s crown. God promised 
Abraham that kings would come from him (Gen. 17:6), and promised David that his throne would be established for ever 
(2 Sam. 7:16). Now the King has appeared.”

Taking a Closer Look

For further reading on the characters from Jesus’s genealogy highlighted in this week’s discussion, see Gen. 11:27-21:5 
(Abraham), Joshua 2:1-24 (Rahab), Ruth 1:1-22 (Ruth), 2 Samuel 11:1-12:25 (David) and 2 Chron. 34:1-35:19 (Josiah).
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