
When was a time in your life that you were served or blessed in a way that reminded you that God loves and sees you?
If you attended Sunday morning, what most exciting to you about Love First? Was there anything that you felt hesitant or 
 unsure about? 

Read 1 John 4:10. What motivated God to send His Son for our sins?  How have you uniquely experienced the love of God
through your  life change story? 
Read Matthew 22:37-38 and John 13:34-35. How does the love that Jesus commands us to live by differ from the way the world  
views love? What obstacles can often get in the way of living in the way Jesus commanded?
Read 1 John 3:17-18 and James 1:27. What can we learn about the heart of God in these verses? What type of people
specifically do we see God calling us to love? 
What is one area you want to continue grow in loving God? Loving others? 

WHAT IS LOVE FIRST SUNDAY?
God adopted us into His family and gave us a new identity in Jesus. As a church, we have long had a vision to share that love
by caring for the overlooked. Love First Sunday is a day where we put that vision into practice. What we emphasize in a day 
 we ask God to make the beginning of a ministry that will impact into eternity. This year we desire to impact the overlooked  in
Columbia through Compassion International. For more than 70 years, Compassion has been an advocate for children, working
to release them from the shackles of poverty. Compassion is church-drivien, Christ-centered, and focused on the child.  

WHY COLUMBIA?
Through Compassion, Pinelake is partnering with two local churches in Columbia with the ultimate goal of discipleship. In the
country of Columbia, 30% of people live in poverty with food insecurity and insufficient education. Compassion addresses
this poverty through local, indigenous churches that minister to those in desperate need. Through our partnership, these local
churches are best suited to address the needs of the children in their communities because the churches are already located
and involved there. As we begin this ministry, our Pinelake Missions Teams will also begin sending teams to Columbia to
minister and serve. 
 

GROUP DISCUSSION

Connect 
As your group time begins spend time learning who was able to be present for Love First Sunday. If there are people who
were not able to be present for Love First Sunday give them a quick overview of the day (Leader Tip: Go to pinelake.org for
Love First videos you can watch as a Small Group). Ask your group the following questions:

Grow
We extend love to others because God first loved us. As we respond to Him, He empowers us to live a life of love. Spend time
as a group reflecting on how you can grow to become more like Jesus:  
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Is there who decided to sponsor a child in Columbia? If so what is their name? 
Are there any next steps regarding Love First that you have not taken, but are considering? (Leader Tip: If someone in
your group desires to sponsor a child they can text COMPASSION to 575-55) 
How can we, as a group, commit to being part of the ongoing ministry to Columbia? This may look like sponsoring a child
together, praying about going on a mission trip next year, or being intentional in your group meetings to pray for the
children that were sponsored through the members of your group.  

Pray for for the work God will do through the two churches in Columbia that have been identified as outposts to start new
ministry. These churches are located in some of the most impoverished regions of the world. 
Pray for the children who are being sponsored through the men and women at Pinelake. That God would use the earthly
resources that are being given to impact both their physical lives and their spiritual realities. 
Pray for our future ministry opportunities in Columbia including the missions opportunities that are to come in the future.  

Share 
The practice of sharing is to live a life of open-handed generosity with your goods, your gifts, and the gospel.  Love First is a
practical step we can take together as we practice living in this way. Discuss next steps with your group by asking the
questions below:  

Pray
We desire to be a people of prayer - seeking Godʼs face as we commune with Him, and asking for His hand to move in
powerful ways in the world around us. Spend the last portion of your group time praying together. A few ideas for what to
pray for are listed below: 
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