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This is Us: When God Runs Out of Patience
OCTOBER 23, 2022

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying 2 Chronicles 36:11-23. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study 
tools to enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members and their 
openness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
What I do in life matters because every action has consequences.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E P A R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

W H E N  T H E  B I L L  C O M E S  D U E
The law of cause and effect. It’s a universal law God established in his creation and it’s as reliable as the law of gravity. Time 
and time again we see this law in action, whether in our own lives or in the lives of others. Actions have consequences 
and eventually the bill comes due for what we’ve done. The past can’t be changed and there’s no turning the ship around. 
Sooner or later we must reap what we sow in life.

In the final discussion in our This is Us series we’re going to look at a Judean king who had to face the music for his sin. 
His life is a cautionary tale about what happens when we choose to ignore God’s law of cause and effect.

Q: What is it that makes people ignore the fundamental law of cause and 
effect?

D E E P E R  D I V E

“ T H E R E  W A S  N O  R E M E D Y ”
Zedekiah was the last king in Judah. He was the son of Josiah and with that kind of pedigree you would assume that 
better days were ahead for God’s people. But better days were nowhere to be found in the eleven years of Zedekiah’s 
reign which signified the height of rebellion of God’s people. Despite warnings sent by God through His prophets, 
Zedekiah remained stubborn and unwilling to repent. Although God had relented and shown compassion to His people 
in the past, the time would come during Zedekiah’s reign when His patience finally ran out and “there was no remedy” 
(2 Chronicles 36:16).

Let’s take a look at Zedekiah and discuss how we can heed the warnings God’s Word gives us from this story.

Q: Have volunteers read 2 Chronicles 36:11-16, 17-21 and 22-23. How did 
Zedekiah reveal a stubborn and rebellious heart as king? Give examples.
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

A  P R E C I O U S  S AV I O R

During His earthly ministry Jesus proclaimed a message of grace and mercy to people. Despite our sin and rebellion 
against Him, He was going to make a way for us to get back to God. At Calvary Jesus reversed the law of cause and 
effect for us. For it was there that He received the consequences for our actions. Our bill came due and He paid the 
balance so that we might have the opportunity to repent from sin and turn to Him in faith.

Jesus also spoke of a time when He would return, only this time His message will be one of judgment. Jesus will come 
back one day to judge the living and the dead; and when He returns, everyone will have to give an account for their life. 

As God’s people, this should remind us of the urgency of today. Jesus is coming back and what we do today matters 
to Him. The gospel is good news for us because the death and resurrection of Jesus was the remedy for our rebellion 
against God. But let’s not use this wonderful truth as a license to ignore God’s laws and continue in sin. Let’s use it as a 
reminder of the precious price for sin paid by a precious Savior who is mighty to save

Q: Why is it important to remember that Jesus is both Savior and Judge? 
What happens to our understanding of Jesus if we emphasize one over the 
other? 
 
Q: How could the practice of regular repentance be life-changing for you? 
What would be the benefits of doing that? 
 
Q: What can we do as a group to remember the precious price Jesus paid 
for our sin? 
 
Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

Q: What difference might it have made for the king if Zedekiah had listened 
to God’s prophets’ warnings and turned to God in repentance? 
 
Q: In 2-3 sentences how would you summarize Zedekiah’s story as a 
warning that “you reap what you sow”?



4  |  T H I S  I S  U S

C O M M E N TA R Y
Zedekiah in the Prophets

“Zedekiah’s reign is recorded in 2 Kings 24:17–25:7 and 2 Chron. 36:10–13. In prophetic literature, he features prominently 
in the book of Jeremiah. Ezekiel was a prophet active in Babylon during Zedekiah’s reign; he predicts in Ezek. 17 the 
destruction of Zedekiah and Jerusalem on account of his rebellion and breaking his covenant with Babylon.”

Everyone’s In on It

“Unfaithfulness is not limited to Zedekiah. The inclusion of priestly leaders is especially egregious since a key covenantal 
responsibility of priests was to teach the Israelites God’s will (Lev 10:11; cf. Deut. 33:8–11). This dereliction of duty on the 
part of priests is also an issue during the Second Temple period (Mal. 2:1–9). more and more unfaithful. An unfortunate 
response of the king, priests, and people to the consequences for unfaithfulness (serving their enemies; Deut. 28:48; 
Lev 26:14–17).”

Hope for God’s People

By conquering the Babylonian Empire Cyrus inherited rule over the various people groups who had been exiled to 
Babylon (including Judeans). Within his first year he reversed the policy of the Babylonians and allowed deported 
peoples to return to their homeland. This proclamation (the Decree of Cyrus) is summarized in the closing verses of 2 
Chronicles as well as the opening verses of Ezra.” “Cyrus’s proclamation, prophesied in Isa. 44:28 and recorded in Ezra 
1:1–4, shows that God has not forgotten his people (Rom. 11:1). His continued faithfulness and repeated acts of mercy 
and salvation look forward to the coming of Christ as the climax of faithfulness and mercy.”

ENDNOTES:

1.  Brenda Heyink, “Zedekiah, King of Judah,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016).
2.  D. A. Carson, ed., NIV Biblical Theology Study Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2018), 741.
3.  Frederick J. Mabie, “1 and 2 Chronicles,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: 1 Chronicles–Job (Revised Edition), ed. Tremper Longman III and David E. Garland, vol.  
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010), 336.
4. Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 798.


