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This is Us: Don’t Be Stupid
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying 2 Chronicles 16:1-14. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study 
tools to enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members and their 
openness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
When I fail, God calls me to receive the truth, turn from sin, and turn to Him.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E P A R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

A  C A U T I O N A R Y  TA L E
There’s not a day in our lives that goes by that we don’t experience failure. Every day we fail to live up to the standard of 
being someone we know we ought to be. We know we should be kind, generous, humble, and compassionate and, yet, 
we are not that way as much as we know we would want to be. 

Failure happens to the best of us and how we respond to failure is the key in determining whether failure is our friend or 
enemy. Will we see failure as a mirror to help us see ourselves and the reality of our circumstances and learn from it? Or 
will failure make us pridefully double-down and refuse to acknowledge the truth about ourselves and our circumstances?

This week we’re going to look at the second part of King Asa’s story. He excelled in his first act in life but failed miserably 
in his second act. His is the cautionary tale we need to discuss because responding well to failure can help us learn and 
grow in our faith.

Q: What is a skill or area of expertise where you’ve experienced failure 
despite your best efforts to learn? Examples: car repair, interior design, 
Excel spreadsheets, baking, etc.

D E E P E R  D I V E

A S A ’ S  S E C O N D  A C T
The contrast between Asa’s first and second acts in life could not be more pronounced. He began his reign with a bang, 
leading reforms in Judah to bring the nation back to God. He cleansed the land of idols and removed sinful practices that 
were keeping God’s people from experiencing God’s blessing.

But somewhere along the way Asa started to slip. The last five years of his reign are marked with foolish choices that 
resulted in his decline both spiritually and physically. Instead of being known for his unrivaled faithfulness and obedience 
to God during his early years as king, we remember Asa for the foolish and prideful way he ended his reign.

Let’s take a closer look at Asa’s second act and discuss how we can use failure as a tool to learn and grow in our faith 
journey.
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

R E S P O N D I N G  W E L L  T O  F A I L U R E 

Asa’s biggest mistake was refusing to acknowledge his failure. He could have responded differently but chose not to, 
and he experienced the consequences of that choice. Like Asa, we all experience failure in life and have a choice. We 
can listen and receive the correction that God and others give us, or we can refuse to acknowledge our failure and the 
reality of our circumstances.

God’s Word helps us to respond well when we fail. When you fail, you can take these critical steps to learn and grow from 
failure:

Listen (Receive the truth) – Be open to the thoughts and perspectives of others. They, like Hanani from Asa’s 
story, might be God’s way of telling you the truth about yourself and your circumstances. God may also reveal 
His truth to you during prayer or time in His Word.

Repent (Turn from sin) – This important step is being honest about your failure or sin. Acknowledge it before 
God and others (if necessary). Don’t blame others. Don’t make excuses. Simply call out your failure or sin and 
own it. You’ll find that people are more willing to forgive those who are truly repentant instead of those who 
try to whitewash and downplay their failure or sin.

Believe (Turn to God) – Turning from sin only gets you halfway there. Turning to God is essential because 
you’re turning to One who makes your learning and growth possible. When you turn to God, you plug yourself 
into the Source of life and truth. 

Q: Spend a moment with God in prayer. Ask Him, “Where in my life is there 
a failure or sin that I am not being honest about with you and others?” 
Allow time for any volunteers to share what God spoke to them.  
 

Q: Have a volunteer read 2 Chronicles 16:1-14. Split into pairs and retell the 
story in your own words. 
 
Q: How would you describe the foolishness of Asa in his response to King 
Baasha and Hanani? 
 
Q: In what ways could Asa have responded differently during his last five 
years as king?
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C O M M E N TA R Y
A Foolish Alliance

“By entering into an alliance with Ben-hadad (at the expense of the temple and his palace), Asa countered the threat 
from Baasha, but his action reflected a lack of faith in Yahweh, who had delivered him from a greater threat (2 Chron. 
16:8). Foreign alliances are condemned in 19:2; 20:35–37; 22:5; 28:16–21.”

Two Prophetic Voices

“The arrival of Hanani is the second recorded prophetic visit to Asa (cf. 15:1–7). While the prophet Azariah’s visit to Asa 
was full of the possibilities and blessings of seeking God, the prophet Hanani’s visit to Asa was full of rebuke in light of 
Asa’s lack of faith (“you relied on the king of Aram and not on the Lord your God”).”

Relying on Men or on God?

“Asa’s reaction to the prophet and his message—namely, rage and imprisonment—and his subsequent oppression of 
God’s people underscore that his heart has very much turned away from wholeheartedly seeking God and following his 
ways. Ironically, according to the reforms enacted by Asa himself earlier in his reign (cf. 15:12–15, esp. 15:13), he should 
have been put to death. Compounding the issue of Asa’s relying on humans rather than God (cf. vv. 7–9) is that the king 
once again has sought help from a human being rather than from God regarding his severe foot disease.”

ENDNOTES:
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2.  D. A. Carson, ed., NIV Biblical Theology Study Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2018), 714.
3.  Frederick J. Mabie, “1 and 2 Chronicles,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: 1 Chronicles–Job (Revised Edition), ed. Tremper Longman III and David E. Garland, vol.  
ee4 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010), 229.

Q: What’s one thing you could do to be a better listener and receive the 
truth from others? 
 
Q: Repenting from sin and turning in faith to Jesus are things we must 
do often as believers. How could you incorporate these two things more 
regularly into your day-to-day life and relationships? 
 
Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?


