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God Uses the Unlikely
September 19, 2021

S T U DY

Spend the week studying Judges 6:11-24. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to 
enhance your preparation.

P R AY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their open-
ness to God’s Word.

L A N D I N G  P O I N T
God promises to be with us always.

CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E PA R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

N O T  W H AT  Y O U ’ D  E X P E C T

This week your group will continue looking at the life of Gideon, an unlikely hero. Typically, we imagine heroes to be the 
ones to answer the call when no one else will, to step up and be courageous when everyone else is afraid. Well, Gideon 
isn’t your typical hero. In fact, he seems anything but a hero when we first encounter him in the story.

God can use anyone to be an unlikely hero. Despite our fears, doubts, questions, and excuses, God chooses to work 
through unlikely people to produce extraordinary results.

Q: What characteristics do you associate with heroes?

DEEPER DIVE

G O D  C A L L S  G I D E O N

Last week’s story took a broad view of the Israelites and their circumstances. This week, the story sharpens its focus on 
Gideon and a meeting he had with the angel of the Lord. Gideon had his doubts and fears—but, remarkably, the angel 
guaranteed him success. Why� Because the Lord was with him.

As you read and discuss the story, consider how his encounter with the angel changed Gideon from someone reluctant 
to answer God’s call to someone who did answer it.

Q: Have a volunteer read Judges 6:11-24. What are your first impressions 
of Gideon? What is he like?

Q: How does the angel respond to Gideon’s objections?
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

T H R E E  E S S E N T I A L  Q U A L I T I E S

Gideon’s life was transformed after he met God, because God turned Gideon’s focus from his own fears, doubts, 
questions, and excuses to God Himself and who God really is. Like Gideon, we face struggles in this life; and when we 
focus on them, we can’t see that God works in and through our struggles.

To be an unlikely hero doesn’t mean that we are without fears, doubts, or questions. Those are natural to human 
experience and we have them from time to time. What is supernatural is Jesus’s promise to be with us always, whether 
we struggle or whether we triumph (Matthew 28:20). It is God’s Spirit in you who makes the difference and shifts your 
focus off of yourself and onto Himself and who He is.

The unlikely hero needs three essential qualities:

• Humility. When you’re humble, you can say with Paul, “When I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10). 
Humble people understand their weaknesses and limitations. They also understand God’s unlimited strength. 
They know that, despite their weaknesses, God can do anything in and through them. 

• Faithfulness. Gideon eventually answered God’s call. He took action. God is less concerned about our abilities 
and intellect. He is more concerned with our faithfulness to Him and His purposes.

• Worship. At the end of the story, Gideon built an altar and worshiped God there. When we worship, we focus our 
attention on God. We look to Him and rely on His love, strength, wisdom, and guidance.

Q: What makes it difficult for us to admit our weaknesses and limitations?

Q: Name one area where you sense God’s call to act. What could be your 
next step?

Q: What could you do as a group to put your attention on God in worship? 
Be creative.

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?.

Q: What have you learned from others about handling your fears and 
doubts?



4  |  U N L I K E L Y  H E R O

C O M M E N TA R Y

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD “Because the words of God’s preeminent messenger are the words of the Lord Himself 
(6:11–24; cf. Ex. 3:1–17), this should likely be read as a theophany, that is, a visible revelation of God. See 6:11–24; 13:2–
23. The angel of the Lord led Israel out of captivity in Egypt and fought for them (Ex. 14:19; 23:20–23; 33:2; Num. 20:16; 
Is. 63:9). Some commentators suggest that the angel of the Lord, at least in these cases, is a preincarnate appearance 
of the Messiah.”1

DIRE STRAITS “Grapes were normally trodden in a winepress, a square or circular pit carved into rock (cf. Isa. 16:10; Jer. 
48:33), whereas wheat was usually threshed on open threshing floors, where the wind could carry away the chaff in the 
winnowing process (2 Sam. 24:18). Gideon’s secret threshing inside a winepress—when he already had access to a true 
threshing floor (cf. Judg. 6:37)—shows the desperate straits because of Midianite oppression.”2

MIGHTY WARRIOR “The Lord’s words accurately describe what Gideon is and will be, in spite of his fear and reluctance 
at this moment.”3 Like Jesus’ words to Peter (John 1:42), God speaks words of vision to Gideon.
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