
PREPARATION

Study
Spend the week studying 1 Kings 15:1-3 , 2 Chronicles 13:1-22, Colossians 1:13-23. Consult the commentary provided and any
additional study tools to enhance your preparation.

Pray
Pray for for our pastors and this weekʼs message, the upcoming group time, your group members and their openness to Godʼs
Word. 

GROUP DISCUSSION
CONFIDENTIALITY | Whatʼs said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Donʼt talk too much or too little. Every person brings something
valuable to the group.

LANDING POINT
We can win a war but lose our life. True victory is found in accepting the grace of Jesus and acknowledging He is the King of
our life. 

INTRODUCTION
T h i s  i s  U s  

The times change, but people remain the same. Over the next few weeks, we are going to look at some of the kings of Judah as
presented in the book of 2 Chronicles. As we read about their pains, struggles and obstacles, we will remember that they are
not much different than us. This bible book shares the good, bad, and ugly about their lives and provides examples to follow as
well as those to avoid. We live in different times and eras, but at our core, we still fight the same fights and struggle with the
same struggles…and we have the chance to experience and serve the same God!
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 Our heart is not wholly devoted to God -  Abijahʼs heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord. His heart being compromised, led
to his walk being compromised. 
Dependence on God requires desperate situations - Abijah led his men to be dependent only when they faced desperation.
Maturity in our faith comes when we learn how to be dependent on God in all circumstances. 
We confuse Godʼs victory with our successes - Abijah experienced victory even when his heart was not fully devoted to God.
This victory actually pointed to the power and sovereignty of God. 
We use power for personal promotion - Abijah used his power and victory for self indulgence. What we do when we have
freedom, power and authority with no accountability is the true measure of our heartʼs condition.

 Winning  Wars and Losing at Life 
We learn from Abijahʼs life that it is possible to win wars and lose at life. Under his leadership Judah had a miraculous victory and
yet many of us have never heard Abijahʼs story before. There will be hundreds of wars to fight, but we have one life to live. Like
Elijah, we are on the path of winning the war and losing life if: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

 
Q - Read 1 Kings 15:3. What is the difference between behavior modification and whole hearted devotion? Where do we see in
scripture stories of men or women who were wholly devoted to God but had moments of stumbling? What can we learn from these
men and women? 

Q - Abijahʼs men didnʼt cry out to God for help in the battle until they were surrounded (2 Chronicles 13:14-15). What does this
show us about the heart of Abijah and his men? What does Godʼs response show us about His character?

Q - Read 2 Chronicles 13:20-21. What we do in crisis says a lot, but what we do with success and power speaks louder. How did
Abijah respond to the victory and power? What does how we respond to power show us about our outlook and perspective on life? 

APPLICATION AND NEXT STEPS

One True King  
When reading the story of Abijah it’s easy to hold up and compare our life to his, to see the places we are similar and make adjustments,
or celebrate the places we are living differently. Our eyes should not be set on Abijah as an example but locked on Jesus. Jesus, our one
true King, offers us grace when we fall short, a pattern to live by and access to the Holy Spirit who can empower us.  
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Q -Read Colossians 1:13-23. In what ways does the kingship of Jesus contrast with Abijah? 

Q - Where do you need to repent  in how you’ve been engaging in the wars around you?  How does the hope that Jesus offers change
the way we engage the wars around us? 

Q. - Read Philippians 2:6-11.  How did Jesus steward His power here on earth? In what areas of your life can you ask God to help you
humbly recognize his sovereignty? What spiritual disciplines and guardrails can help you live a life dependent on Jesus? 

Q - When we live life in community we can find encouragement in the midst of life circumstances to stay devoted to Jesus. How can
we continue to support and encourage each other as a group to find meaning in the spiritual life He has called us to, not just the
battles in front of us? 

Q - Next week, September 18th, will be Identify. Identify is an outdoor baptism where hundreds of men and women will identify with
Christ through baptism, declaring Jesus as the King of their life. Ask your group if anyone is ready to take a step towards  baptism.
Afterwards pray together as a group for the men and women who will be taking this faith step and that God would continue to draw
people to Himself  throughout the week. 

(Leader Tip - If anyone in your group is ready to be baptized they can text “identify” to 57-555 
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