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Why Is Baptism A Big Deal 
AUGUST 22, 2021

S T U D Y
Matthew 29:18-20, Luke 3:21-22; Acts 8:25-40; Romans 6:1-7

P R AY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group 
members, and their openness to God’s Word.

L A N D I N G  P O I N T

Baptism is the outward expression of an inward transformation.

CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E PA R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

COURAGE FOR NEXT STEPS

For the last couple weeks your group has talked about essentials in our Christian life. The essential of following Jesus and 
praying were the topics. This week we will look at Baptism. Baptism is an outward expression and is a symbol of the saving 
work Jesus has done in you. The act of Baptism comes after repenting of your sins and trusting Christ. 

Q: What are examples of items that have significance because of a previous 
event?
(i.e. Diploma, wedding ring, championship belt/ring)
What makes these things significant?

DEEPER DIVE

COMMANDMENT

One of the last things that Jesus told his disciples was to go on their way and teach and baptize. Read Matthew 28:18-20. 

Q: Why was it important for Jesus that the disciples baptize future followers? 
What authority were they baptizing with?

Q: Why is baptism such a big deal and why should you open your heart 
today to consider it?
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C O N F E S S I O N

Baptism gives followers of Christ an opportunity to publicly declare what Christ has done in their life. This encourages other 
believers and is also an opportunity for those who do not know Christ to see the power of Christ to change lives.

Read Matthew 10:32-33 Why is it so important that we confess Jesus publicly?

What is the basis of your confession:
• Confessing that you are a sinner and need forgiveness.
• Confessing your belief in who Jesus is.
• You are confessing what Jesus has done.
• You are confessing that you now belong to the family of faith.

C O N N E C T I O N

This is why we baptize like we do- by immersion.  It’s what the word baptize means and represents what the New Testament 
practice was.  but more than just the accuracy of doing what they did and fulfilling the meaning of the word, it’s a picture of 
identifying with Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection to new life.  You are connected to Him.

Read Romans 6:4-6
What picture do we see during baptism? How does this encourage believers? How can this be a powerful tool for those who 
do not know Jesus? 

C O U R A G E

Baptism is an important first step of obedience to Christ. Many reasons keep people from following Christ in baptism. 

Read Acts 8:36-38
Philip had a divine encounter with an Ethiopian eunuch who gave his life to Christ. What is remarkable about this account 
is his boldness and courage to be baptized. God will honor taking the next step of obedience, and for some it will be baptism.

What are some common excuses or fears of why people are not baptized? Why is it important that followers of Christ are 
baptized by immersion after a personal confession of Jesus? 

What next step of obedience is Jesus calling you toward?




