
PREPARATION

Study
Spend the week studying Acts 2:42-47, Romans 12:12, Colossians 4:2 and 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. Consult the commentary
provided and any additional study tools to enhance your preparation.

Pray
Pray for for our pastors and this weekʼs message, the upcoming group time, your group members and their openness to Godʼs
Word. 

GROUP DISCUSSION
CONFIDENTIALITY | Whatʼs said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Donʼt talk too much or too little. Every person brings something
valuable to the group.

LANDING POINT
As a follower of Jesus, I am constant and steadfast with my prayers.

INTRODUCTION
P a r t  o f  H i s  M o v e m e n t  

The movement of God among his people and the advance of His kingdom to the nations begins and ends with Him. Only God
can turn a heart of stone into a heart of flesh that can repent and believe the gospel. Only Godʼs Spirit can produce real change
in a person so that they produce the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) in their lives. Only God can transform communities
and societies to seek God and live to glorify Him. It all begins and ends with Him.  
 
The remarkable thing is that, while He accomplishes His purposes without any help, Godinvites each of us to be a part of His
movement. He invites each of us to play a role in His story and He uses our prayers to accomplish His purposes. Prayer matters
because prayer changes things. Every spiritual movement and revival of God has been fueled by persistent and passionate
prayer. 
 
At Pinelake, we want to see a movement of God in our homes and communities, and prayer is the fuel that makes the movement
possible. This week weʼre going to discuss the place of prayer in the life of the early church and how it looks and feels to make
prayer a priority in our lives.
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Q - Share about a time when God worked through your prayers to accomplish something. What did you learn from that
experience? What did it teach you about God? 

A  Praying People
Our focus in this series is on Acts 2:42-47 and the description of the early church just after Peterʼs sermon at Pentecost.
This short description has long been used to describe what God intended His church to be. It is our model for community
and we can pull from this passage multiple insights into how we, like these early believers, can put our faith into action
and live to love and serve others for the sake of Christ and His kingdom. 

Letʼs take a look at this passage again and two more to discuss the place of prayer in the life of a believer and the fact
that being the church is being a praying people.

Q - Have volunteers read Acts 2:42-47, Romans 12:12, Colossians 4:2 and 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. What adjectives
describe how the early church believers prayed or were challenged to pray? How would believers today be different if
people described our prayer life with these adjectives?

Q - It takes work to maintain a healthy community. How do you think the early churchʼs attitude and activity help them
thrive and grow as a community?

Q - Describe someone you know who is devoted to prayer. What do you admire in them that youʼd like to emulate in your
prayer life?

APPLICATION AND NEXT STEPS

Following His Example  
The Jesus movement spread from the early church community to other towns, cities, regions and nations because the earliest
disciples were committed to following the example Jesus gave them. Jesus gave His life to bless and serve. He met the physical
and spiritual needs of others. He welcomed those from the outskirts of society and loved sinners without compromising God’s
truth. He had compassion for the sick and those who thought they had no hope for change or healing in their lives.

Jesus also prayed regularly and understood that His connection to the Father depended on His communication with Him in
prayer. He understood that He couldn’t accomplish God’s calling on His life without prayer. It’s the same for us. God has a role
for you to play in His story and you can be a part of His movement with your prayers.

To be constant and steadfast in prayer, we need to be connected to the Father in relationship. Jesus described this kind of
connection to His disciples as abiding (or remaining) in Him (John 15:4-11). When we abide in Him, we become more aware of
His presence in our lives and His leading in our day-to-day activities, conversations, etc. The connection to God we get from
prayer creates more desire for prayer in us because we look at prayer the same way we do oxygen. Physically we can’t live
without oxygen and spiritually we can’t live without prayer. 
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Q - What would you like to be different about your prayer life? How would you like to experience more of God’s presence and power
in your prayers?

Q - In what ways could you change your schedule to accommodate more time to abide with Christ?

Q - What can we, as a group, do to follow the example of Jesus and the early church in our praying together?

Q - How can the group be praying for you this week?

COMMENTARY
Other Descriptions of Early Church Life
For other summaries of the early church in Acts, see Acts 4:32–37; 5:12–16; 6:7; 9:31; 16:1–5; 19:20.

Vital Elements for a Healthy Church
The activity of the first Christian church involved several vital elements also necessary for any healthy church today (v.
42): (1) devotion to the apostles’ teaching about Jesus Christ; (2) fellowship, involving shared life and resources; (3)
breaking of bread in remembrance of Jesus Christ at the Lord’s Table, or Communion; (4) prayers to God, both corporate
and individual.

This church body was ‘continually devoting’ itself to teaching; the believers were eager to learn about Jesus and to
maintain correct doctrine. Today, we have the New Testament, which contains God’s teachings handed down to us
through the apostles. Equipped with right thinking towards God and man, members of the church took care of one
another’s material needs. The joy of Christ gave them the desire to make great sacrifices for one another, even to the
extent of selling their property and possessions to provide materially (vv. 44–45). This cheerful, sacrificial giving made it
possible for the foreign Jews to stay in Jerusalem to worship Jesus Christ and learn more about Him.

This attitude of daily worship in all things and love for one another overflowed into evangelism as a part of everyday life
(see John 13:34–35). Their corporate praise and worship gave them favor with all the people, and the Lord added ‘to
their number day by day those who were being saved’ (Acts 2:47).[1]

Spirit-filled Power in Prayer

The Holy Spirit works His power through prayer. See Rom 8:26–27; 1 Cor 14:15; Eph 6:18; Phil 1:19.

 [1] John-Michael Wong, Opening up Acts, Opening Up Commentary (Leominster: Day One Publications, 2010), 31–32.
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