
PREPARATION

Study
Spend the week studying Acts 2:42-47. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to enhance your
preparation. 

Pray
Pray for for our pastors and this weekʼs message, the upcoming group time, your group members and their openness to Godʼs
Word. 

GROUP DISCUSSION
CONFIDENTIALITY | Whatʼs said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Donʼt talk too much or too little. Every person brings something
valuable to the group.

ICEBREAKER
The summer has come to a close and the Fall is here (donʼt let the temperature fool you)! Ask your group to share the thing
they will miss the most about Summer and what Fall routine they are most excited to be getting back to. After your group
shares segue to the introduction by stopping and praying for your time together. 

INTRODUCTION
T h e  C h u r c h  i s  B o r n  

After Jesus ascends into Heaven, the Holy Spirit fell and empowered 120 people in the upper room (Acts 1-2). Empowered by
the Holy Spirit, Peter preaches his first message. His message includes an invitation (Acts 2:38) and a promise (Acts 2:39).
That day 3,000 people responded to the invitation that Peter extended, and the Church was born (Acts 2:42-47). 

Q - Ask someone to read Acts 2:38-39. What was the invitation and promise that Peter offered in his first sermon? How has
this invitation and promise affected your life today? 
Q - Why is it important to know the history of the Church being born and how can it encourage your walk with Jesus today?
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Remind you of His peace and love -  As you read the word of God you are reminded of who He is. As you meditate on His
character you can experience peace, because He is the God of peace (Philippians 4:8). And as you see the work of Jesus you
will be reminded of his vast love for you, a love that drove Him to the cross. 
Reveal to you His plan - Psalm 119:105 says the “word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” We desire to
understand the will of God in our lives. When we plant ourselves in His word we can live in His daily revalation and guidance. 
Receive God’s blessings -  One of God’s great blessings is favor. We see the favor of God  in Ezra’s life - he received special
protection from enemies, special permission and provision from kings, and people rallied behind him to join his cause. Ezra’s
favor stemmed from his devotion to the Lord and His word (Ezra 7:10, Psalm 1:1-3) 

DEEPER DIVE

Be the Church: Grow 
Acts 2:42-47 gives us a picture of the early Church. What is described is not a weekly gathering, but a way of life. They
met with, cared for and shared the the hope of Jesus together. As they did this, they prioritized growing, praying,
connecting and sharing on a daily basis. When we look back on these characteristics, we get a vision for what it looks like
to move forward as believers today. Church isnʼt something to come to, itʼs somebody you are and become.  

The first pillar, which we honed in on this week, is what it looks like to “grow”. The first believers did this by devoting
themselves to the Apostlesʼ teaching - which included both the doctorine and practice of faith. They listened to the
apostles as they told them about Jesus and recalled what Jesus said and did.  They didnʼt have the New Testament, they
were living it. Their lives were marked by growing in their faith and practice. 

Q - Have a volunteer read Acts 2:42-47.  As you read this description of the early Church where do you find yourself
encouraged? Where do you get greater vision for how God desires to work in and through His people? 

Q -  Read Acts 2:42. Chip mentioned multiple ways you can engage in your own devotion by feeding daily on Godʼs word
and growing in your faith. What is one way you are intentional about doing this?  Are there any places you would like to be
more intentional?

Q - Read 1 Peter 2:2 and Hebrews 5:11-16. These verses paint an illustration of maturing in our faith. What encouragement
can we find in these verses, what warning?
 

APPLICATION AND NEXT STEPS

Engaging our Spiritual Formation 
We are all being formed by something,  we can be passive or active in this formation. If you lack active intentionality in your
spiritual formation, the world will shape and form you. The enemy is doing all he can to distract and warp you. You’re in a war,
but are you engaged in the battle? When Jesus was tempted by the devil in the wilderness he actively fought back with the word
of God. As you grow and actively engage in your spiritual formation, the word of God will help:  
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Q - How have you experienced Godʼs word reminding you of His peace and love? 

Q - When is a time that you were seeking the guidance of God and his word gave you confirmation? How can we seek this
guidance daily and not only with big life decisions? 

Q - Read Psalm 1:1-3. What are the characteristics of someone who delights in the word of God? What blessings do we
receive when we are rooted in the word of God? 

Q - What are you currently learning right now through your daily time in the word? How are you actively applying this to your
life? (Note: This is a great opportunity to invite those in your group who do not have a daily reading plan to jump into one of
our L3 reading plans) 

Q - Living life in a community of believers encourages us to grow in our spiritual walk. Encourage your group to divide into
groups of 2-3 to share how they would like to continue growing and pray for one another. 
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