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Family Values: Connect Part 3
January 31, 2021

 STUDY

Spend the week studying John 16:7, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Philippians 4:9, Romans 8:28, and 1 John 5:14. Consult the 
commentary provided and any additional study tools to enhance your preparation.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

Growth happens when you submit to the Spirit and apply God’s truth daily.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING 

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

A L L  A B O U T  G R O W T H
From the day we’re born, growth is a part of our lives. As we make the journey from newborn to adult, we see that 

God’s design is for us to grow in many ways. Our parents track our physical growth on the doorframe as we get 

taller throughout childhood. Mentally, our minds expand as we think about and understand the world around 

us. We grow emotionally as we learn more about ourselves and the feelings and emotions inside us. Spiritually, 

we grow from trying to grasp the concept of God to seeing Him as a Person who reveals Himself and wants a 

relationship with us.

This week your group will discuss Pinelake’s second family value—growth. Spiritual growth doesn’t happen 

without real change. That is, our attitude and actions need to change in order for growth to happen. Thankfully, 

God wants this and has given us everything we need to do this! So, let’s talk more about this incredible journey of 

growth each of us is on.  

Q: Name one way you are different now than you were five years ago. Where do you see 
growth?

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

F I V E  G I F T S  F R O M  T H E  F A T H E R
The Bible tells us that as Jesus grew into manhood, He “kept increasing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God 
and men” (Luke 2:52). Jesus kept increasing and changing in healthy ways. He moved from one way of living as a 
child to a more mature way as a man and it’s the same with you. 

1.  He has given us His Spirit as a Helper (John 16:7). We are called to walk in the Spirit by submitting to 
the Spirit. When we do this, we give the Spirit control to lead us in God’s ways, which always lead to God’s 

i n t r o d u c t i o n

d e e p e r  d i v e
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G R O W T H  I N  A C T I O N
God is always working and your growth is His goal. He is like a great gardener and you’re the seed He plants into the 

and is fruitful.

-

R e f l ec t i o n  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s

best for us.

2.  He has given us His Word as a guide (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Along with submitting to the Spirit, we must 

us a guide for life in His Word. Regular reading and study of God’s Word is essential for growth.

3.  He has given us others to learn from (Philippians 4:9). Jesus taught His followers about God and how 
to live with Him in relationship. This is what the Bible calls discipleship and each of us needs to be taught 
by others in our lives who are a little further down the road on the journey of faith. When we make it a few 
steps further down the road, we need to look back for those we can teach.

4.  He uses circumstances to teach us (Romans 8:28). Every circumstance can be good soil for growth. 
Whether it’s in joy or disappointment, success or hardship, tragedy or triumph, God is teaching us 
something.  

5.  He uses prayer to connect with us (1 John 5:14). We will never be a growing Christian without prayer 
which is simply communication with the Father. It’s connecting with Him in order to speak and listen.

Q: Go through the five gifts and read each scripture aloud. Discuss practical ways you 
can appreciate each gift from the Father in your day-to-day life.

Q: Have one or two volunteers share about a time when God used a circumstance to 
teach them something.

Q: Why is growth in community important? What are the benefits?
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ing to His schedule, His design, and our needs. He meets us where we are and helps us take the next step toward 
maturity.

What we do know is that healthy things grow and when there’s healthy growth, you see three things:

1. Growth treasures Jesus. Whatever your heart truly loves, it treasures and follows. You can’t help but grow 
if Jesus is your heart’s greatest treasure.

2. Growth touches the heart. The gospel is the story we are to live by. When we look to Jesus and see what He 

3. Growth impacts others. Life with God is more than waiting for heaven. It’s about bringing heaven down to 
earth. It’s about making an impact for God’s kingdom in the here-and-now.

Q: Describe someone you know who treasures Jesus. What are they like?

Q: What can prevent our hearts from being touched by the gospel?

Q: Come up with two or three growth goals you would like to see happen in the next 
thirty days.

Praise God that He works for your growth. Thank the Father for the gifts He has given you to make growth possible. 
Ask for His Spirit to lead you, His Word to guide you, and His people to live in unity and encouragement as you 
grow together.

p r ay


