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Better Together: Having Hard Conversations
June 27, 2021

 STUDY

Spend the week studying Romans 15:14-15. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to 
enhance your preparation.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

God gives me what I need to be a courageous and loving truth teller.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

A  T R U T H  T E L L E R
We need people in our lives who speak the truth in love to us because they care. Sometimes that truth is spoken 

in a hard conversation. While hard conversations aren’t fun, they’re necessary to maintain a healthy relationship. 

This week your group will discuss how God gives you what you need to be a courageous and loving truth teller in 

community.

Q: Share about a time you had a hard conversation that made a significant impact in 
your life.

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

T H E  G O S P E L  I N  L I F E
In Romans 15:14-15 we get another glimpse into the community of believers in Rome. Paul writes in a complimentary 
tone and commends these believers for their knowledge of the gospel and ability to apply it in daily living. Let’s look 
at what set this community apart and how their example can be lived out today.

Q: Have someone read Romans 15:14-15. How do you think the characteristics Paul 
listed in verse14 contributed to the kind of community the Roman believers had?

Q: What happens in communities where people are afraid to speak the truth in love and 
have hard conversations?

Q: What’s one thing your group could do to live more like this community in Rome?

i n t r o d u c t i o n

d e e p e r  d i v e
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L E A R N I N G  H O W  T O  A D M O N I S H  W E L L
The key word in this week’s passage is admonish (NASB) or instruct (ESV, NIV). This word is translated from the 
Greek word noutheteō which means “to instruct, admonish, warn, counsel.”1 To admonish someone is to give them 
instruction on correct belief and behavior. Paul’s encouragement to this community of believers is that they should 
care for one another by admonishing one another. That is, they should be giving each other practical instruction on 
how to live out God’s truth in day-to-day life.

What does it practically look like to admonish someone? Consider the following principles the next time you need 
to have a hard conversation:

• Assume the best. We don’t fully know what’s going on in the lives of others. Therefore, it’s better to assume 
the best of others and trust them rather than be suspicious of them.  

• Gather the data. Because we are limited, we can’t have all the knowledge of facts, situations and 
circumstances. Gather as much information as you can to give you a more accurate picture of what’s 
happening and how to respond.

• Depend on the Spirit. God’s Spirit lives in you to guide and instruct you. You are able to admonish and live 
in healthy community because of the work of the Spirit. Depend on His wisdom and strength instead of 
your own.

• Remember God’s grace. Grace is something that should mark all relationships between believers. Look at 
your relationship with someone through the lens of the gospel. See how Jesus has radically changed that 
relationship.

Q: What’s the wrong way to admonish someone? How can you avoid this approach?

Q: Name some practical ways to gather information about facts, situations and 
circumstances.

Q: How has the gospel changed the way we live in community.

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

R e f l ec t i o n  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s
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More on Admonishing For other verses about admonishing, see Acts 20:31; 1 Cor. 4:14; Col. 1:28; 1 Thess. 
5:12, 14; 2 Thess. 3:15.2

Helping One Another “The believers in Rome were expected to help one another toward spiritual maturity. 
They were to advise and instruct one another. None were so wise that they had nothing more to learn, and none 
were so inept that they had nothing of value to share. Spiritual insight is by no means the sole prerogative of those 
with high intelligence.”3

Equipped to Admonish and Counsel “The Roman believers were able, on the basis of their moral ground 
in the Spirit and their knowledge, to be a self-correcting entity—to admonish and counsel one another toward 
continued godliness and kingdom fruitfulness.”4

Paul’s Pastoral Heart Even though Paul has never met these believers, he loves and cares for them deeply. 
See also Rom. 1:13; 7:1, 4; 11:25; 12:1.5

co m m e n ta ry
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